
The Bottom Billion

Kyle McClellan - Lake Okoboji Bible Conference 2009

Intro

6,4,4,1 = 6 billion people in world, 4 billion non-Christian, 4 billion can’t read or write (not called illiterate), 1 billion live on less than less than $1/day; 10/40 window is where most live; also known as World A

Thesis: Main three focus questions:

· How did this bottom billion happen?

· How do we get the gospel message to them

· What can we and our church do?

Day 1:  Context, intro, and Presuppositions
Three Presuppositions when approaching missions, especially to the bottom billion: 

1. Whole-person ministry - sin affects the whole person: 

Because sin affects us more than just spiritually, we need to bring the gospel to people in a way that addresses all areas of the 4 falls: man and God, man and wife, man and work, man and himself; God is restoring all of creation to himself in redemptive history;

Spurgeon answered a claim of his day that let the God who answers with orphanages is the God who wins.

Modernist vs. fundamentalist controversy: modernists accepted Darwin’s theory of evolution; virgin birth, resurrection - led to the split in the western church - fundamentalists affirm these things but both parties said they were going to continue to do missions; modernists continued to do soup kitchens (I.e. the social gospel) but not preach the gospel, deity of Christ, resurrection, etc.; fundamentalists largely “fell off the saddle” on the other side and mainly just brought the gospel in mission work without focusing as well on people’s physical needs; Dwight Moody’s quote - the world is a sinking ship and it’s my job to get as many saved as possible; rift between whole person of intellect, emotions, physical, and between these and spiritual piece; the gospel is the address ALL of these areas of the person.

2. Three distinct world views: 

“World view” is the set of stories we use to make sense of one’s reality; the HOW I make sense of the reality around me; 

World view answers these questions for us: 

· How did we get here?

· What are we supposed to do - purpose?  What’s the meaning of life?

· Is there more? Where are we going?  What’s next?  

· How did here get so broken?  How do I define what’s wrong?

If we don’t understand the world view of how the bottom billion interpret all their reality, how can we effectively contextualize the gospel?

All 140 tribes in Kenya each have their own unique creation story.

Three distinct world views:

A. Guilt and innocence: God as the judge declares me innocent and his mercy and justice meet in the cross; mostly the western mindset / culture;

B. Shame and honor (or clean and unclean): Kandahar story of sister sitting with man alone in the house; drag her outside and borrow a gun from policeman and shoot her.  In the west we say they are guilty of murder but they were confident that the elders would prove they acted honorably.  How do you take the Roman’s Road to people who don’t have a world view or way to interpret their world around them with a guilt and innocence mindset.

C. Power and weakness (most of Africa): if one has the power in their government, for instance, the fact that they can demand something, makes it right.  Jesus Christ has all authority over demons -one of the main themes of the gospels; he has the strength; 

Gen 3 has all 3 world views in it:

· vs. 11: command given not to eat and thus guilty; used to be innocent

· vs. 5: who wants to be in charge and have control?  Adam and Eve - the lie is that God is trying to keep you weak;  who has the power?  God, he is the one able to declare judgment

· vs. 8: shame and honor - they hid themselves because ashamed; 

The cross is a stumbling block to every world view.  Once we build the bridge of the gospel to that culture, it will be offensive by nature so let the gospel do the heavy lifting and not be offensive in other, non-necessary areas.  

Presupposition 3:  Don’t confuse the kingdoms:  

1 Peter 2:9-10 - But you are a chosen race, A royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people for God’s own possession, so that you may proclaim the excellencies of Him who has called you out of darkness into His marvelous light; 10for you once were not a people, but now you are the people of God; you had not received mercy, but now you have received mercy.

Nation:  citizens of God’s kingdom first and a distant second a united states citizen (though this is a fun place to live) - we are one tribe now, the tribe or body of Christ; the Bible calls us to be good citizens; there will be a time when the US will not exist but God’s kingdom will ALWAYS exist.  Think first as Christians then as Americans.  

Understand the “narrative” that they live in: sports evangelism assumes a western culture narrative where Samburu young men have no time for sports as they are the warriors of the villages.

DAY 2: Focus question - how did this happen (the bottom billion)

I. Do not fall prey to wrong thinking - consider the following lies

A. TIA - this is Africa”: this is the way it was and therefore will always be;  

B. Racism - “the curse of Ham“: an understanding in some fundamentalist circles that when Noah blessed two of his sons and cursed one of them means that it was a racial curse giving extra melanin to certain people to make their skin black; 

II. The Four Traps that countries fall into - why the poorest countries are the way they are, what keeps them from developing, and how they can be addressed?

Collier’s book, the Bottom Billion, 4 things each of these countries in the bottom billion have in common

A. The Conflict Trap: Civil war and coups;  since 1996, 13 African countries have gone through civil war; tribal differences accounts for much of this; post election violence in Kenya in 2007 and 2008

B. The natural resource trap: 1976-1979 coffee boom in Kenya government collected higher taxes and spent on pork barrel projects; not much different that times in the USA; Nigeria had oil found in it - the average person is not better off though GDP has risen.  Diamonds were found in Sierra Leon. 

Set Google news alert for “Uganda oil” - watch how this plays out

C. The land-locked trap: All of these countries are dependent on another country /countries for trade and have no access to sea lanes which is the most common and cost effective way to move goods and services; if their neighboring country is unstable and they rely on their infrastructure, no way to depend on moving supplies like fuel, for instance, to their country.  Electricity, fuel, food sources, fish stocked, etc.  Infrastructure such as railway and pipeline, etc. 

The bottom billion also landlocked: Mali, Burkina Faso, Chad, Niger, Central African Republic, Democratic Republic of Congo, Uganda, Burundi, Rwanda, Zambia, Zimbabwe, Botswana, Southern Sudan,, Afghanistan, ______ “stan” 3x, and Nepal, Butan, Laos surrounded by three of the “Asian 7”;

Land locked does not mean air locked, but can’t economically transport fuel through air; also, direct flight from Atlanta to Nairobi cancelled because Homeland Security is not comfortable with Kenyan’s neighbors, some of which are anti-US - they prefer to have travelers go through another country first before coming here.  

D. The bad governance trap

Influx of money from things like natural resources but no system in place to make sure that the common person benefits from it in terms of improved roads, infrastructure, water, sewer, etc.

“The rich have markets.  The poor have bureaucrats” - Collier.  Another saying is, “we have no leaders, we have politicians.” 

Where does colonialism fit in?  It really covers all the above four and would be in all four above and not a separate category.  Pre-1890, not much colonialism going on in Africa (?)

David Livingston would write back to the London Times that what Africa needed was the three C’s: culture, commerce, and Christianity; this can imply that the culture in Africa is not good and also most likely implies a western culture influenced Christianity including how we dress, what leisure times we select, etc.  What does it mean, for instance, to be a godly, strong, Biblically based believer of Christ AND be a strong Samburu; 

These four traps tend to be symbiotic and interrelated (though not necessarily land locked); number 2 and 4 often leads to number 1;

One of Collier’s solutions is to reduce wire transfers between government / World Bank to the receiving country’s government and be more creative and more direct on how and who the money goes to instead of through the government as is the case in most of the west. 

DAY 3: Focus question - how do we get the gospel to the bottom billion?

The 5th Trap (not mentioned in Collier’s book) - Orality: literate vs. oral culture (not “illiterate“)

Defined: Orality is the study of how those who cannot read or write receive, remember and pass along information.

I. Four keys in passing along information in an oral culture:
1. It must be concrete and sequential

· Literate peoples thinks abstractly - Oral learners think concretely: sequential, step by step by step

2. Must come through a trusted source - in Africa, unlike the west, old age is revered not avoided with pharmaceuticals and / or surgeries. 

3. Highly repetitive - like in songs; “who is your creator” repeated in the creation story song, over and over again.

4. Must be participatory - i.e. a call and a response back, dancing, etc.

· Notice also that Orality is how we train our own kids from day one.

· Consider IPOD and mp3 and/or video feed or YouTube of teaching; Simon says that it is much easier for them (and certainly us too) to listen to the word of God and teaching instead of just reading, though reading is valuable.

II. Why is Orality a stunning opportunity for the Gospel?

A. The Bible is geared for oral learners - it is an oral book

· Roughly 50% of the Bible is stories; 33% is basically songs and proverbs; the rest is commentary really

· every culture in the world have wisdom proverbs; three books of Bible are dedicated to that plus more; 

· every culture sings and Psalms are loaded as a main theme in all of Scripture. 

· Example: Exodus 14 is the story of crossing the Red Sea after fleeing Egypt.  Exodus 15 is the song about that event.  Common theme: God has drowned his enemies; Miriam led in dancing (not sitting) a one chorus song over and over again this oral culture;

· Jesus teaches using stories and parables; the Bible is an oral book;

· Book on tape or audio project of the Bible orally is not Orality

· Example from the Samburu One project: 20 Bible stories that are world view specific and culture specific, starting with creation through resurrection; told in story fashion, repetitive, interactive, songs, proverbs, etc.; now pastor leadership training and discipleship content 

B. In their own heart language, the people (I.e. Samburu’s) are hearing the gospel.

· Christianity is thus not a “white man’s religion”; it is OUR religion in our own language

· Contextualize the Gospel in a way that printing a brochure cannot do right into their culture.

· Helping connect what it means to be godly AND Samburu;

C. We are ALL oral learners and beings, though some of us are literate as well; 

· apply these principles of Orality to all our ‘teaching’;

· it is an act of love by the preacher to understand “the tribe here” we minister to;  this is a human thing - Orality - not an African thing; 

Day 4 - HOW do we address the issue of the bottom billion?  How do we address development?  

Resources: The White Man’s Burden - William Easterly; Subscribe to the Economist - reliable, timely news, especially on developing nations; Google alerts;

I. Can AID come to the rescue?  

Is sending money the main answer?  Easterly answers, NO, largely due to the Four Traps that we covered on Day 2.  Can Africa or other countries help themselves?  When we send aid, in essence we are mainly answering this question as no, they cannot help itself at some point.  It prolongs maturity and self-sustainability if not done well.  Aid from the west often comes with requirement that they trade with that country (I.e. the land rover from England even when it was cheaper to buy from China); Aid often comes with strings or ‘carrot and stick’.

Aid is important but HOW do we do it properly in a way we assist people we want to assist and not creating dependency?  Past 30 years in Africa alone, government to government aid was 20 billion (does not count charitable giving / organizations);

Part of the aid-game is that the government who is giving is also largely creating influence - public / foreign relations; do they want influence with the common person or the government officials?

II. Two Main schools of thought on HOW to address the bottom billion: Planners vs. Searchers

A. Planners: The Economist, Bono, Angelina Jolie, Gordon Brown - what we need is the “Big Plan” - who writes it?  The G8 countries figure it out and how we are going to fund it.  Top-down - usually lacks accountability and ‘grass roots’ training.  Example - mosquito nets in Ghana for Malaria.  Less than 2% used the nets when they were just bought and given to them (most as fishing nets); but 100% when sold for 5 cents, which included someone coming to your house and installing them. Awareness is good but Kyle differs in how it is played out.  There does need to be a good plan and it does take money, but HOW is it deployed?

B. Searchers: William Easterly, Oxfam, Food for the Hungry - Local Action; teach a man to fish vs. fish for them; money tends to be less than adequate but very effectively on a shoe string budget; ’grass roots’ effort; accountability; microfinance says not telling the person what to do with the money but makes small loans with the clarity of when the loan is due, how much is due, what happens if you are late or don’t pay, etc.; partnership; this is why true community banking works and there have been problems with the mega banks;

III.  Which approach lends itself to idolatry?

Can we end poverty? No, it is a Gen 3 world we live in and won’t be restored to garden of Eden state until Christ’s kingdom is fully manifested with the new heavens and new earth. That is arrogance to think that highly of ourselves to think we can end something that God said won’t be ended until the full kingdom.  But can we help the Samburu?  Yes, we can come alongside and assist in improving carcass weight for their cattle, their milk production, malaria, HIV aids, etc. 

Day 5 – What can my church do to help and address the bottom billion? 

Resources: the Mission of God; Christopher J.H. Wright – a top book about the big picture of the Bible; Operation World by _____ 
I. Pray

Pray for the areas of the world you are invested, pray for your brothers by name there, know who the president is and the major issues facing the country; have your church consider 

II. Think about where the 4/4/1 intersects (the 4 billion that do no know Christ and not read, and the 1 billion who live on a dollar a day) 

Consider the un-reached and also the bottom billion – how can you get involved and know them and involve your family and your church?

III. Encourage Orality ministry
Google for International Orality Network (ION.org?); how can we be involved and help train pastors who have not learned to read?

IV. Beware of a Planner Mentality
a. Pace
As westerners we want something done 5 minutes ago; not the rest of the way the world works; don’t schedule down to the minute / half hour blocks; plan realistically to get ONE thing done per day and even if you do, consider it a huge day; RELATIONSHIPS ARE THE ONLY COLLATERAL YOU HAVE.  “I am in your care – I don’t drive my agenda.”   If you don’t match the pace of the indigenous partners they will never own it.  Example of Randy Coates’ church plant in Turkana when the roof got damaged and they called and asked him to fix it.
b. Accelerants 

Double edged sword on HOW to use accelerants or not; examples: technology (i.e. 3 months for pastors to learn all 20 stories, psalms and proverbs from the mp3 device) instead of one on one for 3 days each pastor; transportation (avoid renting cars that all white people rent – become a target); money (be mindful of what the annual salaries on average and balance that “the ox is not to be muzzled while threshing”; people – people first; 
c. Dependency
Be careful how you spend / invest money so that sustainability and community ownership is established.
d. Sustainability

The project becomes THEIR project not ours; example: Good Shepherd orphanage is not explicitly affiliated with GGFAN so that the churches in Nyahururu all consider that as their orphanage and the community’s orphanage; a church in North Carolina financed the startup capital but Simon and local team designed, planned, run, setup, etc. and is almost entirely self-sufficient on operating costs from growing corn, fruit, vegetables, chain link fence machine making, etc.   They report back to the church monthly on how much they have sold and then they asked to have their operating funds reduced by that much, else have it go into the capital campaign to buy another piece of property, etc. 
V. Go and see for yourself


But go and do not act like a tourist and dress like one; not stay at Hilton, not eat all your own food; friendship comes from stomach – eat with them and share your food; Africans don’t talk about pregnancy like we do here.  They want people two see it for themselves not at month 3.  Clothing: women dress figure concealing not enhancing; men wear pants not short; 


