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Intro:  

· Romans 11:33-37 - it is all about the glory of God - Oh, the depth of the riches and wisdom and knowledge of God! How unsearchable are his judgments and how inscrutable his ways! 
    “For who has known the mind of the Lord,     or who has been his counselor?” 
    “Or who has given a gift to him     that he might be repaid?” 
For from him and through him and to him are all things. To him be glory forever. Amen.
Thesis:  God has a passion for His glory to be worshipped by us who believe and the un-reached tribes.  Let us consider Romans 15 together in how Paul urges us on into white-hot enjoyment of and worship of God.
Three Main questions:

1. What is worship?


A. glorifying God for His mercy - verse 9  - Piper knowing God quote;  "Missions exists because worship does not" by every tribe, etc.; bringing others into worship - like Christ verse 8-9

B. hoping in God - HOPE used 4x in these 13 verses; verse 4 the OT builds HOPE; verse 12 Gentiles to HOPE; verse 13 - God of hope to cause us to abound in hope - DEFINE HOPE - quote below;  Heb 11:1 links hope as a key element of faith; we worship what we hope in;  hoping is longing for and resting in the treasure of all that God is for us in Christ; it is living in such a way that others see Christ as your most valuable treasure; it is banking on the fact that all His promises are solid AND gold; 


C. living godly by hope (faith) - specifically in accepting, edifying, pleasing one another for their good - verse 6 and verse 7
2. Where does hope come from? / HOW do I hope in God?


A. Seeing Christ in ALL of scripture


1. His sacrificial life - verse 3 & verse 8 - Heb 12:2 - Jesus HOPED in God - " looking to Jesus, the founder and Perfector of our faith, who for the joy that was set before him endured the cross, despising the shame, and is seated at the right hand of the throne of God."


2. Christ in the OT - verse 3 is a quote about Christ from Psalms; verse 12 the root of Jesse – WHERE? in the OT and all of redemptive history; certainly in prophecies about His birth, but do we see him in typology?  Moses interceding on behalf of the grumbling Israelites not to destroy them? David the king a type of the perfect King to come - where David failed, Christ succeeded; priesthood, sacrificial system, festivals, etc.  Luke 24:27 says ALL the OT is about Christ - " And beginning with Moses and all the Prophets, he interpreted to them in all the Scriptures the things concerning himself."   
Reading the OT to see Christ builds our hope in God which overflows in " pleasing your neighbor for his good, to his edification - BOTH of which is worship!

B. Hope is a gift from the God of hope - verse 13; BUT WHICH IS IT?  Me read or Him give? Verse 4 OR verse 5?  Is the answer "HE does his part and I do mine?"  No, Phil 2:12-13 Therefore, my beloved, as you have always obeyed, so now, not only as in my presence but much more in my absence, work out your own salvation with fear and trembling, for it is God who works in you, both to will and to work for his good pleasure.  BECAUSE OF AND ON THE BASIS OF GOD WORKING, I CAN WORK - GOD GIVING PERSEVERANCE AND ENCOURAGEMENT THAT I CAN FIND THEM IN SCRIPTURE.

C. Hope comes by the HS's power - verse 13; thru the HS (trinity - all 3 mentioned) - we become what we behold - what are we beholding? 2 Cor 3:18 And we all, with unveiled face, beholding the glory of the Lord, are being transformed into the same image from one degree of glory to another. For this comes from the Lord who is the Spirit.
3. How did God use a diverse team to bring worship of His glory to the Samburu tribe of Kenya?


A. Who are the Samburu's?  140 tribes in Kenya, 22 unreached (less than 2% evangelical Christian per joshuaproject.org); 190,000 nomadic herdsman in central and northern Kenya


B. There were 3 parts to the team that God used to reach into this tribe:  T4 Global - Kyle; Simon, founder of GGFAN; Wilfred - Samburu by birth; MP3 device with loudspeaker - 20 stories from Scripture bridged into the culture. 

C. define (Timothy v Paul-type); Romans 15:19-20, 23 so that from Jerusalem and all the way around to Illyricum I have fulfilled the ministry of the gospel of Christ; and thus I make it my ambition to preach the gospel, not where Christ has already been named... I no longer have any room for work in these regions"

D. Senders, goers, and going-senders

Conclusion / application:

1. What is worship?  3 points above - 

2. Where do I get hope? 3 points above

3. Are we worshipping God in our lives? What promises of God are we hoping in right now?
4. What are we doing to spread a passion for the supremacy of the worship of God?  

Final charge: May God place in your heart and in my heart a passion to know and search for and treasure Christ in ALL of Scripture, placing our hope solely and firmly in Christ, making us worshipers of God in all we do.  May we may then overflow out of contentment in God in love to others in such a way that we live to bring others from every tribe, tongue, people, and nation into this white-hot enjoyment and worship of God as well.  13Now may the God of hope
 fill you with all joy and peace in believing, 

so that you will abound in hope 


by the power of the Holy Spirit.
_______________

Checklist:
Repeated psalm 140:5 and interactive responses; illustration; 
	Outline: (“seeing the forest while studying the trees”)
	Headline Sentence: What is the MAIN thing the author is saying in this passage?

	Romans 15


	Abound in hope which overflows in pleasing your neighbor, all of which is worship.
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	3. HOW
	III. Implications (pattern of meaning)
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	Arcing:
	Passage: 

	Idea
	Now we who are strong ought to bear the weaknesses of those without strength And not just please ourselves.

	Explanation
	2Each of us is to please his neighbor for his good, 


to his edification.

	Ground
	Ground
	3For even Christ did not please Himself; [Mark 

	
	
	Ground
	but as it is written, 

“The reproaches
 of those who reproached You fell on Me.” 


	
	
	
	Ground
	4For whatever was written in earlier times was written for our instruction, 

so that 


through perseverance and the encouragement of the Scriptures 

we might have hope. 

	Inference
	Action
	5Now may the God 


who gives perseverance and encouragement 

grant you to be of the same mind with one another 


according to Christ Jesus,

	
	Purpose
	6so that with one accord you may with one voice glorify the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ.

	Inference
	7Therefore, accept
 one another, 

just as Christ also accepted us


to the glory of God
.

	
	
	Ground
	Ground
	8For
 I say that Christ has become a servant to the circumcision on behalf of the truth of God 


to confirm the promises given to the fathers, [past grace is secure, therefore we can hope in the future – 2 Cor 1:20]

9and for the Gentiles to glorify God for His mercy
; [worship is main purpose of all of life]

	
	
	
	Series
	as it is written, 

“Therefore I will give praise to You among the Gentiles, 

And I will sing to Your name.”

	
	
	
	Series
	10Again he says, 

“Rejoice, O Gentiles, with His people.”

	
	
	
	Series
	11And again [he says], 

“Praise the Lord all you Gentiles, 

And let all the peoples praise Him.”

	
	
	
	Series
	12Again Isaiah says, 

“There shall come the root of Jesse, 

And He who arises to rule over the Gentiles, 

In Him shall the Gentiles hope.”

	Inference
	13Now may the God of hope
 fill you with all joy and peace in believing, 

so that you will abound in hope 


by the power of the Holy Spirit.


� “Hope pushing out all contrary emotions—discouragement, depression, fear, anxiety, grumbling, bitterness. Hope does not coexist well with these things. And when it is abounding, and overflowing, they push these contrary emotions out.” Piper sermon – “Gentiles Rejoice in the Root of Jesse”


� Hope is the link word from � HYPERLINK "/search?q=Rom+15%3A12"�v. 12� (see also � HYPERLINK "/search?q=Rom+15%3A4"�v. 4�). Joy and peace come from trust in God, but such trust is finally the gift of God, for believers abound in hope only by his grace.


� In � HYPERLINK "/search?q=Rom+15%3A3"�Rom. 15:3�, Paul applies this text to Jesus, because he saw Jesus as the ideal covenant member who was willing to suffer reproach for the sake of God's truth. In this he is an example to the Roman Christians, for whom the issue of the weak and the strong probably included elements of shame in Roman society: Romans are known to have looked down upon those with Jewish scruples about food (the weak). The faithful Christian should be willing to suffer the scorn that some people might heap on him if he has close fellowship with the socially “unworthy”; nothing, not even social reproach, should be allowed to prevent these Christians from worshiping together.


� The Christian life centers on strengthening others. Christ is the supreme example of living for the glory of God, as is shown in the citation of � HYPERLINK "/search?q=Ps+69%3A9"�Ps. 69:9�.


� Therefore, in conclusion, both the strong and the weak are exhorted to accept one another, for they have been accepted by Christ even though they are sinners. Such mutual acceptance will bring great glory to God.


� Christ who was the ultimate strong one and we are the typical weak one; if he did that with such a contrast between him and us, then we ought to do that for one another.


� Everything human will be more human if we do not make it an end in itself, but put its end in God. And everything human that is treated as an end in itself will in the end be dehumanized. God made us human for his glory. And we are fully human only when we live for his glory.” John Piper sermon – “Why Christ Became a Servant of the Jews” – desiringgod.org


� “Why did he come? So that we might glorify God for his mercy. And show how precious it is by the way we welcome each other mercifully for the glory of God.” – ibid 


� “Why does anyone want to be forgiven? If the answer is just for psychological relief, or just for escape from hell to have more physical pleasures, then God is not honored. But Romans 15:9 says that the aim of Christ's serving us is that the gentiles "glorify God" for his mercy. But if we exploit God's mercy as ticket to enjoy sin, God gets no glory from that. God gets glory for showing mercy when his mercy frees us to see him as the most enjoyable person in the universe.” John Piper sermon – “God’s Word Stands: Christ Came to Confirm It”


� Paul cites verses from � HYPERLINK "/search?q=2+Sam+22%3A50"�2 Sam. 22:50� or � HYPERLINK "/search?q=Ps+18%3A49"�Ps. 18:49�; � HYPERLINK "/search?q=Deut+32%3A43"�Deut. 32:43�; � HYPERLINK "/search?q=Ps+117%3A1"�Ps. 117:1�; and � HYPERLINK "/search?q=Isa+11%3A10"�Isa. 11:10�, which emphasize the inclusion of the Gentiles into the people of God along with the Jews. If the first reference is from � HYPERLINK "/search?q=2+Sam+22%3A50"�2 Sam. 22:50�, citations are provided from the historical books, the law, the writings, and the prophets. The one people of God, both Jews and Gentiles, will praise God forever for his great mercy extended to them in Christ Jesus, showing that the worship of God is his ultimate aim in salvation history. 


� “Hope pushing out all contrary emotions—discouragement, depression, fear, anxiety, grumbling, bitterness. Hope does not coexist well with these things. And when it is abounding, and overflowing, they push these contrary emotions out.” Piper sermon – “Gentiles Rejoice in the Root of Jesse”


� Hope is the link word from � HYPERLINK "/search?q=Rom+15%3A12"�v. 12� (see also � HYPERLINK "/search?q=Rom+15%3A4"�v. 4�). Joy and peace come from trust in God, but such trust is finally the gift of God, for believers abound in hope only by his grace.






