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Introduction

· City was trivial in size compared to others nearby.
· During Nero’s reign an earthquake took it out, never to be rebuilt.

· Paul wrote during his Roman imprisonment, 60-62 AD.
· The church was located in the Lycus Valley, in modern day Turkey.
· Church was most likely founded when Paul was in Ephesus where Epaphras was saved and then went and started this church in Colossae - Col 1:7-8; he went to Rome to tell Paul about this church so he could write this letter and Ephesians and Philemon and the lost letter to the church of Laodicea.

Paul's purpose in writing:

· He addresses false teaching in this church which blended Jewish tradition, Gnosticism, etc.
· Paul helps them see that Christ is all they need is Jesus Christ.  He is the only source of wisdom and knowledge.  He is all they need for fullness in Him.
· The lordship of Christ means change in the lives of God’s people.  

· Why is this book important / relevant to us?

1. We share the same epoch or age as the readers of this letter.
2. We serve the same Lord.  What does it look like to follow Jesus as Lord?

3. We suffer as the same church.  We are tempted to find our fulfillment in other things other than Christ.  We are tempted to serve other functional gods.  The solution remains the same: seeing Christ is better and enough.
Theme: Sufficiency and supremacy Christ over all things.
Christ is enough AND he is better than ALL things.
"ESV HERE."

Four pieces to the theme of the book:
1. Jesus Christ – Christocentric, as the sun is the center of all the planets.
2. The church
3. The gospel
4. The Christian life – not having life in Christ but that Christ IS my life (3:1-5)
I. The Powerful Gospel of Jesus Christ (1:1-2:5)
	Outline: Are we “seeing the forest while studying the trees”?  3-8 word "Headline"
	Headline Sentence: What is the MAIN thing the author is saying in this passage?  one sentence summarizing the main point

	A. Thankfulness for the reception of the gospel (1:1-8)
	Paul gives thanks to God for the faith and love he has wrought in them, rooted in their hope of future grace.

	Discussion Notes:
	I. Tools: 
1. Repeated/Key Words
	2. P&C

Promises & Commands 
	3. Pronouns
	4. Flow of the Argument

	
	Faith
Love

Hope

Gospel of grace in truth
	Implied promise:
Faith alone in the saving grace of God alone overflows in radical love to one another because of our hope in God.

	IT – verse 7-8 = the true gospel of grace
	1. Paul gives thanks to God for this church.
2. He gives his reasons (their faith and love).
3. He shows where this faith / love is rooted – hope;

	
	II. Key Questions: 

1. WHAT  / HOW
	2.  WHY
	3. WHERE
	III. Implications 
(pattern of meaning)

	
	a. What is future hope v5? Life and blessings in Christ that we have both now and in the future;

b. How did they get this hope?  1. v5 through the hearing of the message of the gospel (Gal 3:3-5 hearing with faith); 2. v7-8 through the means of Epaphras.
	a. Why is Paul thankful to God? V4 he has heard of their faith in Christ and love for each other
	a. Where does their faith and love come from v4?  Answer: our future hope v5 - faith is grounded in hope, not hope grounded in faith
b. What is the gospel? The truth gospel of God’s sovereign grace saving sinners, which is powerful to not leave lives unchanged; v6b, 5, 6c
	a. What are we doing to build our hope and one another’s hope in God?  Preach the gospel to yourself and one another;
b. Are we giving thanks to God for His fruit bearing work of his gospel in our lives and those around us?


	Arcing:
	Passage: 

	Series
	1Paul, 

an apostle of Jesus Christ 


by the will of God, 
and Timothy our brother, 

2to the saints and faithful brethren in Christ who are at Colossae: 

	Series
	Grace to you and peace from God our Father. 

	
	
	
	
	

	Main
	3We give thanks to God
, 

the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, 

praying always for you,

	Ground
	4since we heard of 

1. your faith in Christ Jesus 

2. and the love which you have for all the saints; 


	Ground
	Idea
	5because of the hope laid up for you in heaven, 

	
	Explanation
	Series
	of which you previously heard in the word of truth, 

the gospel

	
	
	Series
	6which has come to you, 

just as in all the world
 

	
	
	Series
	also it is constantly bearing fruit and increasing, 

	
	Comparison 1
	even as it has been doing in you also since the day you 

a. heard of it 

b. and understood the grace of God in truth; 

	
	Comparison 2.
	Idea
	7just as you learned it from Epaphras, 

our beloved fellow bond-servant, 

	
	
	Explanation
	Series
	who is a faithful servant of Christ on our behalf, 

	
	
	
	Series
	8and he also informed us of your love in the Spirit.


	Outline: Are we “seeing the forest while studying the trees”?  3-8 word "Headline"
	Headline Sentence: What is the MAIN thing the author is saying in this passage?  one sentence summarizing the main point

	B. Paul’s prayer for a holy life lived in light of the gospel (1:9-14)
	Paul prays for the increase of their knowledge of Christ which leads to holiness – patient joy - because Christ has redeemed all sinful men who believe.

	Discussion Notes:
	I. Tools: 

1. Repeated/Key Words
	2. P&C

Promises & Commands 
	3. Pronouns
	4. Flow of the Argument

	
	Knowledge
Power

Redemption

Patience


	
	
	a. Paul intercedes for these people that God grow them in the knowledge of God
b. So that they grow in holiness

c. On the basis of their being redeemed from ugliness of sin to His kingdom

	
	II. Key Questions: 

1. WHAT  / HOW
	2.  How
	3. WHERE
	III. Implications 
(pattern of meaning)

	
	a. What is the power behind our patient joy? V13-14 – Christ who has redeemed us from our deadness in darkness.
	a. How are we to grow in holiness?  What is the action that results in our holiness? V9 growing in intimacy of knowledge of Christ and delight in Him. We do this by seeing and savoring Christ in both the OT & NT.
	
	a. Paul’s prayer was a constant petition (ongoing and preventative), not just waiting to pray AFTER something happens.
b. Paul’s prayer was a purposeful reminder – Christ centered and not earthly centered on our needs but the kingdom;


Link to the previous section: Paul gives a 2nd topic in his prayer for these people: last section is thanking God; this section is petition.
	Arcing:
	Passage: 

	
	Ground
	Action
	9For this reason also, 

since the day we heard of it, 
we have not ceased 

to pray for you 

and to ask that you may be filled with the knowledge of His will
 
in all spiritual wisdom and understanding, 

	
	
	Purpose
	10so that

a. you will walk in a manner worthy of the Lord, 

b. to please Him in all respects, 

c. bearing fruit in every good work 

d. and increasing in the knowledge of God; 


e. 11strengthened
 with all power, 


according to His glorious might, 


for the attaining of all steadfastness and patience; 


joyously 12giving thanks to the Father, 



who has qualified us to share in the inheritance 





of the saints in Light.

	
	
	Ground
	Idea
	13For He 

a.(-) rescued
 us from the domain of darkness, 

b.(+) and transferred us to the kingdom of His beloved Son, 

	
	
	
	Explanation
	14in whom
 we have redemption, 

The forgiveness of sins.


	Outline: Are we “seeing the forest while studying the trees”?  3-8 word "Headline"
	Headline Sentence: What is the MAIN thing the author is saying in this passage?  one sentence summarizing the main point

	1. The supremacy of Christ in creation and redemption (1:15-20)
	Christ is the very image of the invisible God. 

	Discussion Notes:
	I. Tools: 

1. Repeated/Key Words
	2. P&C

Promises & Commands 
	3. Pronouns
	4. Flow of the Argument

	
	· All
· First born (supremacy of creation and new creation

· Heaven & Earth: scope of Christ’s supremacy
	
	
	* Christ is God’s image because through Christ God created the world.
* Christ holds all together so that he may be first place because it is God’s joy to dwell in Christ and redeem us through Him.

	
	II. Key Questions: 

1. WHAT  / HOW
	2.  WHY
	3. HOW/WHERE
	III. Implications 
(pattern of meaning)

	
	
	a. Why did God create all through Christ? V18c so that Christ would be first place.
b. Why was Christ made to be in first place? V19-20 It was because of God’s joy to reveal himself to us in Christ and redeem us sinners.
	a. How do we know that Jesus is the image of God who we can’t see?  V16 God created all through Christ for the glory of Christ; v17 He is head of the church, etc.
	


Link to previous section: Paul prays for this church, thanking God for His work in their lives (1:3-8) and asking God to help them (1:3-8, 9-14).  This prayer is grounded in God’s sovereign, saving love (1:13) seen in Christ.  So who is this Christ who God has used to reconcile us to himself, rescued us from His wrath, and transferred us to joyously submit to Christ’s reign in His true, existing now, and enduring kingdom?  Answer: Christ is the exact representation in bodily form the God who we cannot see.  
	Arcing:
	Passage: 

	Alternative: Jesus is the king who God has subjected us to (1:14) AND the image of God
	Main
	15And He is the image
 of the invisible God, 

the firstborn of all creation. 

	
	Ground
	Explanation
	16For by
 Him all things were created, 

both in the heavens and on earth, 

visible and invisible, 

whether thrones or dominions 

or rulers or authorities

	
	
	Idea
	—all things have been created through Him and for Him. 

	
	
	Action
	Series
	17He is before all things,

	
	
	
	Series
	and in Him all things hold together. 

	
	
	
	Series
	18He is also head of the body, the church;

	
	
	
	Series
	and He is the beginning, 

the firstborn from the dead, 

	
	
	Purpose
	so that He Himself will come to have first place in everything. 

	
	
	Ground
	Idea
	19For it was the Father’s good pleasure for all the fullness to dwell in Him, 
20and through Him to reconcile all things to Himself, 

having made peace through the blood of His cross; 

	
	
	
	Explanation
	through Him, I say, whether things on earth or things in heaven.


	Outline: Are we “seeing the forest while studying the trees”?  3-8 word "Headline"
	Headline Sentence: What is the MAIN thing the author is saying in this passage?  one sentence summarizing the main point

	2. The hope of the gospel (1:21-23)
	God reconciles us miserable sinners to himself through Jesus’ death unto holy living that he continually produces in the lives of true believers.  

	Discussion Notes:
	I. Tools: 

1. Repeated/Key Words
	2. P&C

Promises & Commands 
	3. Pronouns
	4. Flow of the Argument

	
	
	
	23b THIS = the hope of the Gospel
	a. We were dead
b. God reconciled us thru Christ

c. unto holy living -
d. it is real IF holy living continues (not just a one-time decision for Christ)

	
	II. Key Questions: 

1. WHAT  / HOW
	2.  WHY
	3. WHERE
	III. Implications 
(pattern of meaning)

	
	What does lostness look like? V21, the downward spiral
	Why are we reconciled to the holy God through Christ’s death if we believe? Answer v22b: to be holy like He is holy
	Where are we supposed to see the hope of the gospel? Answer: v23b-c the majesty of creation and the heralded Word from mouths of believers.
	


Link to previous section: Answer two to “who is this Christ” that God used to reconcile us to himself?  Last section said Christ IS the very image of the invisible God.  Answer two: that although you were alienated from this Christ’s kingdom, you are saved by God IF you continue in faith in Christ.
	Arcing:
	Passage: 

	Alternative: (see Link to Previous Section)
	Then
	Action
	-
	21And although you were formerly 

a. alienated 

b. and hostile in mind
, 


engaged in evil deeds, 

	
	
	
	+
	22yet He has now reconciled you 

in His fleshly body 


through death, 

	
	
	Purpose
	in order to present you before Him 

holy 

and blameless 

and beyond reproach— 

	
	If
	Idea
	23if indeed you continue in the faith 


firmly established and steadfast, 

and not moved away from the hope of the gospel 


that you have heard, 

	
	
	Explanation
	Series
	which was proclaimed in all creation under heaven, 

	
	
	
	Series
	and of which I, Paul, was made a minister.


	Outline: Are we “seeing the forest while studying the trees”?  3-8 word "Headline"
	Headline Sentence: What is the MAIN thing the author is saying in this passage?  one sentence summarizing the main point

	E. The mystery of Christ and Paul’s ministry (1:24-29)
	

	Discussion Notes:
	I. Tools: 

1. Repeated/Key Words
	2. P&C

Promises & Commands 
	3. Pronouns
	4. Flow of the Argument

	
	
	
	
	· Paul rejoices in suffering as he makes up what is lacking in Christ’s suffering by proclaiming the mystery.

· This is Paul’s purpose in life which he does by God’s mighty power.

	
	II. Key Questions: 

1. WHAT  / HOW
	2.  WHY
	3. HOW
	III. Implications 
(pattern of meaning)

	
	a. What is the mystery? V27b Christ IN us individually and corporately.

	a. Why do we teach Christ? V28b to present others complete in Christ.
	a. How does Paul labor to build others’ faith, rejoicing in his sufferings that he has in the process? V29 God is the one doing this by His great power for His great glory.
	a. Do we understand the purpose of suffering? All suffering has Satan’s goal in it to destroy our faith, whether we suffer in persecution or health or other?
b. Are we good stewards of this mystery, displaying Christ in all we say and do?


	Arcing:
	Passage: 

	Idea
	Series
	Series
	24Now I rejoice in my sufferings for your sake, 

	
	
	Series
	and in my flesh I do my share on behalf of His body, 

which is the church, 
in filling up what is lacking
 in Christ’s afflictions.

	Explanation
	Action
	25Of this church I was made a minister 

according to the stewardship from God 

bestowed on me 

for your benefit, 

	
	Purpose
	Idea
	so that I might fully carry out the preaching of the word of God, 

	
	Explanation
	Idea
	26that is, the mystery 

(-) which has been hidden
 from the past ages and generations, 

(+) but has now been manifested to His saints, 

	
	
	Explanation
	

27to whom God willed to make known 


what is the riches of the glory of this mystery 



among the Gentiles, 

	
	
	Explanation
	which is Christ in you, the hope of glory. 

	
	Action
	28We proclaim Him, 

admonishing every man 

and teaching every man with all wisdom, 

	
	Purpose
	so that we may present every man complete in Christ. 

	Series
	Idea
	29For this purpose also I labor, 

striving according to His power, 

	
	Explanation
	

which mightily works within me.


	Outline: Are we “seeing the forest while studying the trees”?  3-8 word "Headline"
	Headline Sentence: What is the MAIN thing the author is saying in this passage?  one sentence summarizing the main point

	F. The mystery of Christ and the Colossians (2:1-5)
	Paul labors to encourage their hearts by focusing them on true unifying love and true wealth, namely knowing Jesus in whom is all riches of wisdom and knowledge of God.

	Discussion Notes:
	I. Tools: 

1. Repeated/Key Words
	2. P&C

Promises & Commands 
	3. Flow of the Argument

	
	
	C: v1- know that I labor for you in prayer and writing
	· Vs1-3: Paul struggles to encourage their hearts (with uniting love and true wealth-knowing Jesus);

· Vs 4-5: The purpose of this effort is to protect their joy from false truths

	
	II. Key Questions: 

1. WHAT  / HOW
	2.  WHY
	3. HOW
	III. Implications 
(pattern of meaning)

	
	a. What was Paul’s struggle in prayer? V2 laboring to encourage their hearts.
	a. Why does Paul pray for them and write this? V4-5 so that while he is not bodily with them, they will not be deceived by flashy arguments that DIS-courage their hearts.
	a. How does Paul encourage their hearts? V2 1. true love with one another and 2. true wealth. 
b. What is true wealth? V2 Full assurance resulting in knowing Christ 
	a. Love one another
b. Are we challenging one another to soak more in the beauty of God in the face of Christ in the Scriptures?  Are we beholding Christ in His word and thus being made in his image? 2 Cor 3:18


Connection to previous section:  Paul continues his talk about wisdom and knowledge and the mystery of Christ (Christ in you, the hope of glory); How are these 5 verses a ground to which previous argument?  I need to research this further (vs1=’For’).
	Arcing:
	Passage: 

	Ground
	Action
	Idea
	1For I want you to know how great a struggle I have 

a. on your behalf 

b. and for those who are at Laodicea, 

c. and for all those who have not personally seen my face, 

	
	
	Explanation
	Idea
	2that their hearts may be encouraged, 

a. having been knit together in love, 

b. and attaining to all the wealth 


that comes from the full assurance of understanding, 
resulting in a true knowledge of God’s mystery, 

	
	
	
	Explanation
	that is, Christ Himself, 

3in whom are hidden all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge. 

	
	Purpose
	4I say this so that no one will delude you with persuasive argument. 

	
	Ground
	Concessive
	5For even though I am absent in body, 

	
	
	Main (Concessive)
	nevertheless I am with you in spirit, 

rejoicing to see 


a. your good
 discipline 


b. and the stability of your faith in Christ.


II. The heart of the gospel: the fullness of Jesus Christ (2:6-23)
	Outline: Are we “seeing the forest while studying the trees”?  3-8 word "Headline"
	Headline Sentence: What is the MAIN thing the author is saying in this passage?  one sentence summarizing the main point

	A. the Centrality of the person of Christ (2:6-10)
	Don’t be taken captive: walk in Christ in the same way that you were saved.

	Discussion Notes:
	I. Tools: 

1. Repeated/Key Words
	2. P&C

Promises & Commands 
	3. Flow of the Argument

	
	In Christ


	Command: don’t be deceived by Christless teaching v8
	· Vs6-7: Walk the same way you were saved, by grace;

· Vs8: Don’t be taken captive and move from this grace;

· Vs9: Because Christ is God, you are complete in Him, and he is the head and king 

	
	II. Key Questions: 

1. WHAT  / HOW
	2. HOW
	III. Implications 
(pattern of meaning)

	
	a. What does it look like to walk in Christ? V6-7 1. rooted, 2. built, 3. established, and 4. overflowing;

b. How do we walk in Christ? V6: just as we have received him, namely by His sovereign grace;
	a. How are the false teachers trying to dupe the Colossians? V8 through the philosophy of man that is empty and devoid of value.

b. How are we to make sure we are not put in a prison, jail, or held captive mentally by Christless teaching?  Vs9-10 answer: know and rest in 3 things about Christ: He continues to be the fullness of Deity in bodily form, we are complete in Him, and He is the ruler; 
	


Connection to previous section: Therefore, because of ______ in the last section, we are to walk in Christ in the same way that we were saved, namely by and through sovereign grace.
	Arcing:
	Passage: 

	
	
	Inference
	Comparison
	6Therefore as you have received Christ Jesus the Lord, 

	
	
	
	Main
	so walk in Him, 


a. 7having been firmly rooted 

b. and now being built up in Him 


c. and established in your faith,

	
	
	
	Comparison
	just as you were instructed, 

d. and overflowing
 with gratitude.

	Main
	8See to it that no one takes you captive 

a. through philosophy 

b. and empty deception, 


(-) according to the tradition of men, 


(-) according to the elementary principles of the world
, 


(+) rather than according to Christ. 

	Ground
	Series
	9For in Him all the fullness of Deity dwells in bodily form, 

	
	Series
	10and in Him you have been made complete
, 

	
	Series
	and He is the head over all rule and authority;


	Outline: Are we “seeing the forest while studying the trees”?  3-8 word "Headline"
	Headline Sentence: What is the MAIN thing the author is saying in this passage?  one sentence summarizing the main point

	B. The sufficiency of the work of Christ (2:11-15)
	

	Discussion Notes:
	I. Tools: 

1. Repeated/Key Words
	2. P&C

Promises & Commands 
	3. Pronouns
	4. Flow of the Argument

	
	
	
	
	

	
	II. Key Questions: 

1. WHAT  / HOW
	2.  WHY
	3. WHERE/WHEN
	III. Implications 
(pattern of meaning)

	
	
	
	a. When did I sign this certificate or record of debt vs14?  In Adam, I signed it. In Christ, he wiped this debt out (paid in full) for all who believe in Him.
	


Link to previous section: Paul continues with his list of the beauties of Christ which are to help us not be deceived or taken captive.  Because Christ is this whole list, do not be taken captive.
	Arcing:
	Passage: 

	Ground
	Series
	Idea
	11and in Him you were also circumcised 

with a circumcision
 made without hands, 

in the removal of the body of the flesh 

by the circumcision of Christ; 


12having been buried with Him in baptism,  

	
	
	Explanation (Idea)
	
in which you were also raised up with Him 


through faith 


in the working of God,

	
	
	(Explanation)
	

who raised Him from the dead. 


	Ground (continued from 2:5)
	Temporal (Series from above list)
	13When you were dead 

in your transgressions 

and the uncircumcision of your flesh, 

	
	Main
	Series 1
	Idea
	He made you alive together with Him, 

having forgiven us all our transgressions, 


14having canceled out the certificate of debt 


consisting of decrees against us, 

	
	
	
	Explanation
	

which was hostile to us; 

	
	
	Series 2
	
	and He has taken it [our I.O.U. or debt] out of the way, 

having nailed it to the cross. 

	
	
	Series 3
	Temporal
	15When He had disarmed the rulers and authorities, 

	
	
	
	Main
	He made a public display of them, 

having triumphed over them through Him.


	Outline: Are we “seeing the forest while studying the trees”?  3-8 word "Headline"
	Headline Sentence: What is the MAIN thing the author is saying in this passage?  one sentence summarizing the main point

	C. The insufficiency and empty promises of false teaching (2:16-23)
	In Christ we have all that the OT pointed to – out of our union with him is the only power we have over sin.

	Discussion Notes:
	I. Tools: 

1. Repeated/Key Words
	2. P&C

Promises & Commands 
	3. Pronouns
	4. Flow of the Argument

	
	
	
	
	

	
	II. Key Questions: 

1. WHAT  / HOW
	2.  WHY
	3. What
	III. Implications 
(pattern of meaning)

	
	a. What is this “food and drink?” new moon and Sabbath; (festival of booths, Pentecost, etc.?) false teachers used these days/festivals, which ended with Christ, to twist to their teachings.
	a. Why do others not judge us for our food, and drink? someone standing in God’s place as judge because CHRIST is THE substance
	a. What is the result of false wisdom?  Vs23 fleshly indulgence is not curbed at all
	


Link to previous passage:

	Arcing:
	Passage: 

	
	Inference
	Explanation
	16Therefore no one is to act as your judge in regard to 

a. food 

b. or drink 

c. or in respect to a festival 

d. or a new moon 

e. or a Sabbath day— 

	
	
	Idea
	-
	17things which are a mere shadow of what is to come
; 

	
	
	
	+
	but the substance belongs to Christ. 

	
	Idea
	18Let no one keep defrauding you of your prize by 

a. delighting in 


self-abasement
 [i.e. asceticism in false humility]



and the worship of the angels, 

b. taking his stand on visions he has seen, 

c. (-) inflated without cause by his fleshly mind, 


d. (+) 19and not holding fast to the head, 

	
	Explanation
	

from whom the entire body, 



being supplied and held together 



by the joints and ligaments, 


grows with a growth which is from God.


	
	Action
	If
	20If you have died with Christ to the elementary principles of the world, 

	
	
	Then
	Idea 1
	[then] why, 

as if you were living in the world, 
do you submit yourself to decrees, such as, 

	
	
	Explanation 1&2
	Series
	21“Do not handle, 

	
	
	
	Series
	do not taste, 

	
	
	
	Series
	do not touch!” 

	
	
	
	Idea 2
	22(which all refer to things destined to perish with use)

—in accordance with the commandments and teachings of men? 

	
	Result
	23These are matters which have, to be sure, 
(+) the appearance of wisdom 

a. in self-made religion 

b. and self-abasement 

c. and severe treatment of the body, 
(-) but are of no value against fleshly indulgence.


III. Living in light of the gospel of Jesus Christ (3:1-4:18)
	Outline: Are we “seeing the forest while studying the trees”?  3-8 word "Headline"
	Headline Sentence: What is the MAIN thing the author is saying in this passage?  one sentence summarizing the main point

	A. Seeking things above (3:1-4)
	Because we are united with Christ, seek and set your mind on Him.

	Discussion Notes:
	I. Tools: 

1. Repeated/Key Words
	2. P&C

Promises & Commands 
	3. Pronouns
	4. Flow of the Argument

	
	Christ 4x

	C: v1 - seek
C: v2 - set minds not on world but Christ

P: v4 - Christ will appear and we will also appear with and share in His glory; glory is synonymous with God’s presence;
	
	

	
	II. Key Questions: 

1. WHAT  / HOW
	2.  WHY
	3. WHERE
	III. Implications 
(pattern of meaning)

	
	a. What is the basis for us keeping our eyes on Christ? V3 Because we are united with Christ we CAN keep our eyes on Him;
	
	
	Phil 3:12-4:1
The only hope we have is to found in Him, not having a righteousness of my own from works.


Link to previous section: Live as you are in Christ.  Celebrate our union with Christ and how we are to live in accordance to that.
	Arcing:
	Passage: 

	Inference (because of chapters 1-2, seek and set…)
	
	If
	1If then you have been raised with Christ, 

	
	
	Then
	[then] seek
 the things that are above
, 

	
	
	Locative
	where Christ is, 

seated at the right hand of God.
 

	
	
	Main
	2Set your minds on 

(+) things that are above, 

(-) not on things that are on earth. 

	
	
	Ground
	Series
	3For you have died, 

	
	
	
	Series
	and your life is hidden
 with Christ in God.


	
	
	Temporal
	4When Christ who is your life appears, 

	
	
	Main
	then you also will appear with him in glory.


	Outline: Are we “seeing the forest while studying the trees”?  3-8 word "Headline"
	Headline Sentence: What is the MAIN thing the author is saying in this passage?  one sentence summarizing the main point

	B. Putting off the old self (3:5-11)
	

	Discussion Notes:
	I. Tools: 
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	5Put to death therefore what is earthly in you:£ sexual immorality, impurity, passion, evil desire, and covetousness, which is idolatry. 

6On account of these the wrath of God is coming.£ 

7In these you too once walked, when you were living in them. 

8But now you must put them all away: anger, wrath, malice, slander, and obscene talk from your mouth. 

9Do not lie to one another, seeing that you have put off the old self£ with its practices 

10and have put on the new self, which is being renewed in knowledge after the image of its creator. 

11Here there is not Greek and Jew, circumcised and uncircumcised, barbarian, Scythian, slave,£ free; but Christ is all, and in all. 

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	


	Outline: Are we “seeing the forest while studying the trees”?  3-8 word "Headline"
	Headline Sentence: What is the MAIN thing the author is saying in this passage?  one sentence summarizing the main point
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	12Put on then, as God’s chosen ones, holy and beloved, compassion, kindness, humility, meekness, and patience, 

13bearing with one another and, if one has a complaint against another, forgiving each other; as the Lord has forgiven you, so you also must forgive. 

14And above all these put on love, which binds everything together in perfect harmony. 

15And let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, to which indeed you were called in one body. And be thankful. 

16Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly, teaching and admonishing one another in all wisdom, singing psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, with thankfulness in your hearts to God. 

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	


	Outline: Are we “seeing the forest while studying the trees”?  3-8 word "Headline"
	Headline Sentence: What is the MAIN thing the author is saying in this passage?  one sentence summarizing the main point
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	17And whatever you do, in word or deed, do everything in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through him. 

Rules for Christian Households 

18Wives, submit to your husbands, as is fitting in the Lord. 

19Husbands, love your wives, and do not be harsh with them. 

20Children, obey your parents in everything, for this pleases the Lord. 

21Fathers, do not provoke your children, lest they become discouraged. 

22Slaves,£ obey in everything those who are your earthly masters,£ not by way of eye-service, as people-pleasers, but with sincerity of heart, fearing the Lord. 

23Whatever you do, work heartily, as for the Lord and not for men, 

24knowing that from the Lord you will receive the inheritance as your reward. You are serving the Lord Christ. 

25For the wrongdoer will be paid back for the wrong he has done, and there is no partiality.
4:1 Masters, treat your slaves justly and fairly, knowing that you also have a Master in heaven.

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	


	Outline: Are we “seeing the forest while studying the trees”?  3-8 word "Headline"
	Headline Sentence: What is the MAIN thing the author is saying in this passage?  one sentence summarizing the main point
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	2Continue steadfastly in prayer, being watchful in it with thanksgiving. 

3At the same time, pray also for us, that God may open to us a door for the word, to declare the mystery of Christ, on account of which I am in prison—

4that I may make it clear, which is how I ought to speak. 

5Conduct yourselves wisely£ toward outsiders, making the best use of the time. 

6Let your speech always be gracious, seasoned with salt, so that you may know how you ought to answer each person. 

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	


	Outline: Are we “seeing the forest while studying the trees”?  3-8 word "Headline"
	Headline Sentence: What is the MAIN thing the author is saying in this passage?  one sentence summarizing the main point

	F. Serving and suffering (4:7-18)
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	7Tychicus will tell you all about my activities. He is a beloved brother and faithful minister and fellow servant£ in the Lord. 

8I have sent him to you for this very purpose, that you may know how we are and that he may encourage your hearts, 

9and with him Onesimus, our faithful and beloved brother, who is one of you. They will tell you of everything that has taken place here. 

10Aristarchus my fellow prisoner greets you, and Mark the cousin of Barnabas (concerning whom you have received instructions—if he comes to you, welcome him), 

11and Jesus who is called Justus. These are the only men of the circumcision among my fellow workers for the kingdom of God, and they have been a comfort to me. 

12Epaphras, who is one of you, a servant of Christ Jesus, greets you, always struggling on your behalf in his prayers, that you may stand mature and fully assured in all the will of God. 

13For I bear him witness that he has worked hard for you and for those in Laodicea and in Hierapolis. 

14Luke the beloved physician greets you, as does Demas. 

15Give my greetings to the brothers£ at Laodicea, and to Nympha and the church in her house. 

16And when this letter has been read among you, have it also read in the church of the Laodiceans; and see that you also read the letter from Laodicea. 

17And say to Archippus, “See that you fulfill the ministry that you have received in the Lord.” 

18I, Paul, write this greeting with my own hand. Remember my chains. Grace be with you.

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	


� Outline based on Pastor Chad Knudson’s outline for the sermon series Spring 2010, Fremont Evangelical Free Church


� ESV study Bible, esvstudybible.org 


� Why not give thanks to this church for their strong faith and love?  Answer: because God is the one who sovereignly changes our hearts.  He draws us to himself; he gives us a new heart that wants to obey through new birth; he unites us with his Son and gives us his spirit; and he fulfills what he commands of us for His glory;


� Gen 1:27-28 – subdue the earth and have dominion over it: grow and bear fruit; Adam and Eve were supposed to do this at creation, now it is the gospel doing this; Adam did not see a race of people joyfully submitted to God and in perfect fellowship with him; where Adam failed, Jesus succeeded and has given us the commission to be fruitful and multiply His kingdom;  Gen 35:11; Ezekiel 36; bringing both the King and Kingdom now with the gospel;


� 1 Thess 4:3 – God’s will is our sanctification


� The ESV starts verse 11 as a new proposition or new sentence with a subject and verb whereas the NASB renders it as a dependent thought continuing of verse 10;


� Exodus 6:6-8 – this language is the same picture of what God did for Israel physically as he has ultimately done for us spiritually in Christ.  Our redemption is a 2nd and final Exodus.  Mount of Transfiguration when Christ makes reference to leaving, the true and final exodus from our sin.  The deliverance is greater because it is a far worse bondage than slavery in Egypt that we are delivered from; in like way, our inheritance is greater than the Promised Land because it the ultimate rest and peace and fellowship with God in His presence through Jesus Christ.  Jesus is our inheritance and our portion for all eternity. 


� Him refers to Christ vs 13 in whom we find our redemption accomplished;


� Hebrews 1 He is the exact representation, face, and image of the unseen God;


� “In Him, all things were created” – is a better translation to help see the passive voice in the grammar; God is the one doing the creating IN Christ Jesus.  Nothing that God has created is outside the realm of the rule of His true Son.


� Before a man is saved, is he neutral before God?  Is he lifted to such a place that he can go either way about the things of God – take it or leave it?  No, this passage and others teach that we are lovers of our glory not God’s (Rom 1:21-23, Rom 8:7)


� There is nothing lacking in the redemptive power of Christ’s death. What is lacking is that all people everywhere do not see this or value this.  So we, through our discomfort and suffering in bringing them the gospel and the hope of Christ, show them in our suffering the beauty of Christ’s suffering for them who believe.


� What was hidden? What was the mystery that was not fully seen? Vs19 that it is Christ who IS the image of the invisible God AND the fulfillment of all the OT foreshadowed about Him; Christ is IN us and also IN His church (Rom 16:25-27, Eph 3:1-13); the believing Gentiles are co-heirs in this new body, the church, not just the Jews.


� What is an example of ‘bad’ discipline?  Self-deterministic, often good disciplines, placing God in your debt.  i.e. “God, I prayed and read my Bible and did not commit any adultery, therefore, you owe me a nice, pleasant life.” 


� The first 3 things in this list of four are in the passive voice: this is what Christ does to us – roots us, builds us, and establishes us; then the fourth one is an active voice – we overflow with gratitude; because of the 3 that God has done to us, we therefore overflow in thankfulness – this is His work too which is the result of his sovereign grace;


� Fire, water, and the elements; not uncommon at that time to see them as gifts from false gods; used by men to enslave you and bring you to a false fullness; worshipping the creation rather than the Christ and the Creator; these things are merely the shadow but the substance belongs to Christ; 


� Phil 1:11 – same concept as we are “filled with the fruit of righteousness in Christ’ – he makes us righteous AND he causes us to walk in that same righteousness out of our union with Christ; God both saves and sanctifies His people.


� Deut 30:6 – Israel was in need of a spiritual circumcision – their heart of stone taken out and a heart of flesh given; this was fulfilled in Christ.  Union with Christ is symbolized by baptism as circumcision in the Old Testament symbolized being a part of God’s people Israel.  However, just as not all Israel was Israel who was circumcised (Rom 9:5-8 because it is only those of Abraham’s faith-line not just bloodline that was saved), so not everyone who baptized is saved.  Must have the same faith.


� i.e. Christ – THE fulfillment of the OT Laws, ceremonies, festivals, foreshadowing, etc.


� “Legalism = the demand that others conform to your conscience when God has remained silent on the subject” – Sam Storms


� Present active imperative verb: something that is ongoing now and something that requires effort, blood, sweat, and tears – out of our union with Christ as unpacked in chapters 1-2; 


� Ethical contrast not a sphere contrast


� Psalm 110:1 – Jesus reigns


� Biblical portrait of safety and security in the presence of God: the cloud by day in the wilderness; the rock that the Psalmist continually calls him;


� We are already citizens of heaven now.
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