[image: image6.emf]Legalism takes the good train tracks 

of God’s law of faith and turns it 

vertically into a ladder to climb to 

show our moral capability.  The 

climbers of this ladder attempt to 

climb into heaven by their moral self-

determinism, making God owe them 

something for their “religious 

successes.” The irony is that this 

ladder never reaches heaven, but, in 

fact, it leads people to hell.  This is 

not salvation by grace alone through 

faith alone.  It also promotes 

depression (“Why am I not as high up 

on the ladder as Mr. Smith?”), and 

pride (“Why is my neighbor Mr. Jones 

16 rungs below me?”).  

In contrast, the Law seen as God’s 

gracious gift and as the law of faith 

rejoices the soul (Ps 19:7).  Christ is 

the great “engine” that pulls us along 

the “tracks” of obedience in the “box 

car” where we lie totally crippled of 

being able to please God on our own 

efforts.  We are joined by the 

“coupling” of faith to the engine of 

Christ and the power of the Holy 

Spirit.  It is by faith, then, that we live 

in this obedience of faith (Rom 1:5, 

16:26) which is holy living that 

accords with the pure law of God.



"The primary secret of sanctification is 

a personal and vital union with Jesus Christ."

Dr. Joel R. Beeke, Introduction to 
Puritan Walter Marshall's book 
The Gospel Mystery of Sanctification, 
p. v., Reformation Heritage Books, 1999
From the E.O.C. Small Group (Eyes on Christ): 

These study notes on Galatians are compiled 
from the homework of families attending our Galatians study 
- Fall of 2007 to Spring of 2008.
To our wives: 

We thank God for your beautiful help 
and the sweetness with which you approach God’s Word.
To our children:

May you grow to see the treasure of gold that the Word of God truly is,

and may you by His grace dig deeply and savor it for your joy and God's glory.
Outline of Galatians

(“Seeing the forest for all the trees”):

8Preface: How to use these Study Notes


19Background, Definitions, & Unifying Themes


22Block Outline: Author’s flow of thought


23Introduction / Greeting - 1:1-5


24I. The TRUE Gospel: defending its messenger - Paul - 1:6-10


25A. Paul received His gospel directly from Jesus (not a second-hander) - 1:11-24


27B. Paul’s gospel is exactly the same as the Apostles’ (not a rift between Paul and Apostles) - 2:1-10


29C. Even though Paul DID rebuke Peter for drifting to legalism, Paul’s gospel is exactly the same as the Apostles’ - 2:11-14


32II. The TRUE Gospel: defining its message – Christ lives in me - 2:15-21


33--Implied Objection #1 from the Judaisers: “Regardless of how we were saved (promise or works of the Law), NOW that we are saved we must work for God for our sanctification which means going back under the Law.”


33A. What does a crucified life look like? (works of law or hearing with faith?) 3:1-5


34B. Example 1: Abraham - the life of faith (crucified life) - his heirs follow his example of living by hearing with faith and are blessed - 3:6-9


351. Why is Abraham’s faith-line descendants blessed?  It is because everyone else is under a curse (the curse from which Christ redeemed us). 3:10-14


37-- Implied Objection #2 from the Judaisers: “Abraham is a great case-in-point on why returning to the Law for sanctification can be proved Biblically – why else did God give a new Law to Moses unless the promise to Abraham by faith was faulty and could be made much better in the Law?”


37Objection #2 answered: Law and Faith - Continuum not contrast


371. The Law restates not replaces the Abrahamic Covenant.  The Law was NOT given to add to / change Abraham’s covenant, namely blessing through faith - 3:15-18


402. The Law WAS given to shut up all men under sin - 3:19-22


423. The Law WAS our tutor and given to cause the inheritance to be fulfilled not in the Law but through the Seed - Therefore we are not under law but IN Christ - 3:23-29


444. The Law was Israel’s “guardian and manager” until Christ / the Holy Spirit came - 4:1-11


45(parenthesis: time out) a personal plea 4:12-20


465. The Law to Israel is like a Biblical illustration (flowing from the slave concept introduced in 4:1 and introducing the “freedom” concept in 5:1) – Sarah not Hagar 4:21-31


48C. The Crucified life results in freedom in Christ (not slavery and hell) (5:1-6)


491. Freedom matures Christians and enforces the stumbling block of Christ; 2. Freedom’s purpose is to love one another. 5:7-15


502. Part I: This power to love one another from freedom comes from the Spirit not the Law - 5:16-18


513. Part II: Freedom means law keeping as fruit not work - 5:19-26


52D. Part I: Because the works of the flesh lead to destruction (hell), we must lovingly bear one another’s burdens by 1. confronting our fellow believers out of willful, unrepentant sin.  6:1-5


53D. Part II: Because the works of the flesh lead to destruction (hell), we must lovingly bear one another’s burdens by 2. giving our money to those who labor in preaching.  6:6-10


54Conclusion: Judaisers are not part of the new creation -  6:11-18


55Appendix 1: The Law in the Old and New Testaments


56Appendix 2: Are Christians going to be judged for their works?


62Appendix 3: Arcing – The 18 Propositions


64Appendix 4: Arcing – Three Examples





Thy words were found 
and I ate them,

And Thy words became for me a joy and the delight of my heart;

For I have been called by Thy name,

O LORD God of hosts.

Jeremiah 15:16

Preface: How to use these Study Notes

The Word of God is the joy and delight of the affections of the one who loves the Lord his God with all his heart, mind, soul, and strength.  But, is this your experience?  Is the Word your joy, and do you “eat” its words as if you had just found a hot, juicy steak after starving for food for 30 days?  


Some of us have been taught very little about how to study the Word of God.  We can easily be overwhelmed with other people’s study habits; we can give up because of our own perfectionism which says we have to study for 75 minutes every day because last Saturday that is what we were afforded in a rich time with God; we can watch TV which is easier than trying to read or think logically about Scripture; or we can read the Word because we have to, taking large amounts of Scripture and going through it like water through a drain pipe.  How do we come to Scripture with the hunger that Jeremiah explains?  O Lord, please cause us by your grace to begin coming to your Word with this delight, and please make it our joy! 


 This quest for joy begins with the following three premises.  These are three assumed truths, presuppositions, or mindsets by which we approach the reading and studying of the Word of God.  

1.  The first premise:  The Bible argues.
What does that mean?  What does it mean that the Bible argues?  It means that each piece, verse, or clause of Scripture, especially in the genre of the Epistles, relates in a certain way to the other pieces in order to say something profound about the whole.  Scripture is logical, much like an attorney who carefully has crafted his case and has set forth his coherent list of arguments during the trial.  On the one hand, each verse of Scripture is beautiful in the same way that each and every treasured gem on a necklace of pearls is beautiful
.  However, looking at the beauty in each verse is not the only way to read and study Scripture.  There is beauty and meaning in how the pearls are arranged as a whole.  In fact, a better analogy would be a skyscraper.  Each verse relates to other verses in a passage in various ways so as to build one upon the other.  Some verses, though beautiful on their own, are there to support or provide the ground on which another verse is deemed true.  Other verses are there to adorn structural verses with the beauty of a very detailed explanation, similar to putting glass and marble on the steel girders.  It is looking at how verses relate to one another that has unlocked more of the author’s intent at the time he wrote the book.  


Let us look at Jeremiah 15:16 as an example of this concept of the Bible’s arguing.  It is certainly good to have this passion for and delight in the Word of God, like a well-cooked meal that Jeremiah shares with us in this verse.  It is also certainly good to be called by God,  sinful and decrepit beings that we are.  But how do these propositions or sentences relate to one another?  What is it about this relationship that can provide a fuller meaning of the author’s intent in this passage?  


Let us look at each of the propositions of this verse by Jeremiah.  A proposition is simply a fancy word that means there is a sentence that makes a statement about something, and it includes a subject and a verb.
  I skied.  That is a proposition.  I am telling you a fact about what I did.  The subject is “I” and the verb or the action is “skied.”  A proposition makes a statement.  It tells the truth about something.  

The first proposition in Jeremiah 15:16 says, “Thy words were found.”  This sentence or proposition conveys the action of the verse.  It tells us what happened.  It is making a statement about an event.  Notice also that it is not in the active voice.  It does not say “I found your words”; that would be an example of what an active proposition would sound like.  This becomes important later.  In this first proposition we find the action.


The second proposition says, “and I ate them.”  “I” is the subject, of course, and “ate” is the verb or the action that he did.  This is the second part of the action.  Jeremiah relates the following two actions to us: first,  the words were found, and secondly, he ate them.  


The third proposition says, “And Thy words became for me a joy and the delight of my heart.”  What was the result of the words being found and his eating them?  What happened?  What did the author say he experienced as a natural outflow of these two actions?  Answer: his affections and life were filled with joy!  

Another way of seeing how this proposition relates to the first two is by looking at the propositions in reverse order and asking the WHY question.  “Why all of a sudden was the author filled with joy?  Had he just seen a beautiful sunset?  Had he just witnessed the birth of his first child   Had he just awakened from a 30 minute nap?  Though these things can thrill our hearts, the key question is, “What did the author say is THE reason why he was filled with joy?”  Answer:  in the two propositions above this one, he has answered it for us - he experienced joy and delight because of two actions:  the words were found AND he ate them.


The fourth proposition says, “For I have been called by Thy name, O LORD God of hosts.”  How does this subject and verb relate to all the previous three propositions?  Does it relate at all?  If the Bible argues, is this verse a steel girder 50 feet into the ground or is it one of three gold covered chandeliers which hang in a lobby over grey and black imported marble?  

This fourth proposition works as the steel girder, giving a foundation to the other three propositions.  It is precisely BECAUSE God called Jeremiah that the words were found in the first place.  This further explains now why the passive voice is being used in the first proposition to link to and emphasize the grounding of the fourth proposition.  This ground also shows where Jeremiah’s appetite came from for him to delight and find joy in the Word of God.  If Jeremiah, like us, was completely dead spiritually “in his trespasses and sins” (Eph 2:1), then it is only by the calling of Sovereign God in overcoming our deadness that we find His words at all attractive and delightful to eat.  “Lord of Hosts,” is added as a phrase to give color to the kind of God that did this calling.  He is the great God who commands legions to move at his beckoning call and command.  He is the King who rules, and this calling that He does of Jeremiah displays only a fraction of the strength by which He commands the hosts.

The logic of this verse and its implications to us, then, can be summarized in the following way:  because the Sovereign God by His great strength called a dead God-hater like me, I have found His words to be not lifeless letters on a page but rather a feast from which I gladly eat!  Finding the words and eating them has caused my heart to be filled with joy and delight!  

Without looking at how the Bible argues like this, one might deduce or teach from this verse that “I must work harder at my joy in reading the Word,” or “Shame on me, a saint for over 20 years, for not having a passion for God’s Word like Jeremiah did.”  Rather, look at the hope that the logic of this verse shows.  I do labor hard at knowing the Word of God.  However, it is ON THE BASIS OF and BECAUSE OF the powerful, Sovereign God’s drawing and calling me to Himself, awakening my senses to the hot, spicy, soothing, fulfilling feast He has laid before me that I DO delight in His Word!  I wonder sometimes if our dullness in reading God’s word is because we do not read it the way it was intended, seeing the nuances of the logic and meditating on its beauty?  

2. The Second Premise: These are the very words of God, and they are powerful.

When we open the Bible, do we think, “These are the actual words of the living Creator God?”  Does this premise fill us with both wonder and terror?  Wonder in that many years ago God spoke into existence the world that we see and now has written words on a piece of paper to reveal the glory of His character and the majesty of His being to us?  Terror in that we as sinful man read about this holy God who is revealed without sin and who demands perfection and sinlessness in His presence?  John writes in the first chapter of his gospel, “No man hath seen God at any time; the only begotten Son, who is in the bosom of the Father, he hath declared him.”  The whole Bible, both Old and New Testaments, point to Christ as the “word” of God.  Christ has come to explain this transcendent (other than us, outside of us, outside of our realm) God, yet personal God, to us and for us to see and savor this glory!

Do we read the Bible with the sense of the sheer power of these words?  Luke 1:37 makes the point that the barren Elizabeth can bear a son, John the Baptist, on the ground that, “37 For no word from God shall be void of power.”  Do we really believe that NO word of God is void of power?   Do we concur with Paul that this Word has so much power in it that it can change a person’s nature, it can cause them to be born a second time?  Paul writes in Romans 1: 16, “For I am not ashamed of the gospel: for it is the power of God unto salvation to every one that believeth.”  From cover to cover, the Bible contains such powerful words as these!

3. The Third Premise: It is the author’s meaning that is inspired, not my meaning.
Do we labor to discover the author’s main meaning that he was trying to convey to us in the passage, like our Jeremiah example above?  Or do we read it to find out what we think the passage means to us?  There is a subtle but watershed difference between these two approaches to God’s Word.  The first approach takes place when one comes humbly to the Word, ready to “dig” to find THE main reason the author is writing a particular passage, and what that passage reveals about our great and mighty God.  The other approach occurs when one reads the passage through the lens of what the passage may mean to him, realizing that it may have a completely different meaning to the next reader.  May we “dig” to understand the author’s meaning in showing to us an infinitely majestic and powerful God in contrast to a weak, small helpless, miserable man who is in need of the Great Physician.  

One way to approach the Bible is through the “two-step” method of interpretation.
  In this method, the reader simply asks two questions about every passage.   First he asks, “What does the passage say?”  Secondly he queries, “How do I obey?”  When asking the first question, the reader is really inquiring, “When the author was inspired to write this passage, what meaning did he intend for me to grasp?”  What is the “big idea” or main idea that the author is trying to portray to his readers?  This is also called the “headline” sentence of the passage which could be compared to the one phrase in a newspaper’s headline that proclaims the content of the article.  Secondly, once the reader sees the main idea, he asks, “How can I obey it?”   In what way does this passage call me to holy living?  By the Spirit’s work in me and out of my union with Christ, how can I live differently to do what this passage teaches?  How can I be not merely a “hearer of the Word but a doer” (James 1:22)?  

The other way to read a passage of Scripture is the “three-step” method.  The first of three questions the reader asks is. “What does this passage mean to me?”   “Do I like it?” is the second question; and finally he inquires, “How do I apply it?”  This markedly different approach to reading Scripture places the reader in jurisdiction over the text, making Scripture subject to his determination of meaning and applicability.  Regardless of whether or not we like a hard teaching of Scripture, we must come to Scripture with the humble “two-step” approach asking what the passage says and how it is to be obeyed.  Do you find instances in your life when you read the Scripture with the “three-step” approach?  Do you find yourself shying away from certain chapters or books of the Bible because they are not likeable to your soul?  May we by God’s grace humbly approach His Word as a quiet, eager student at the feet of the Great Teacher, ready to learn the author’s intent of the passage and eager to simply obey.  
Why do we study the Word of God?

Now that we have looked at the premises by which we approach the reading of God’s Word, we must ask another question.  “Why do we even need to study the Word of God at all?”  Since we are busy with many important things to do in life, we might ask why we should  rearrange our schedule to make time for this?  Scripture gives us at least four reasons why the study of God’s Word is a vitally important means of grace in the believer’s life.
1. We study the Word to know God.  


We come to the Word not to collect a myriad of facts about the God who created the world, but we come to know Him and have a relationship with Him through the blood of Christ.  We do not want to simply be wiser so that we can succeed better in society.  We want to know God, the God of all wisdom.  Proverbs 1:7 says, “The fear of the LORD is the beginning of knowledge.”  Mark Dever, pastor at Capital Hill Baptist Church in Washington D.C., makes the point that the LORD is the ground, the means, and the goal of this knowledge and all wisdom.  He writes,
What I mean by the ground is that all wisdom is first found in God.  And since He is the Creator of all things, anything that is going to be known in His universe is not entirely understood until it is understood in relation to who He is, why He created it, what it tells us about Him, and so forth.  Then, God is also the means by which anyone gets wisdom.  All wisdom comes from God as a gift.  If anyone has wisdom, it is because God has given it to him or her.  Thus, He is also the One who gives more wisdom.  And by the goal of wisdom, I mean that the ultimate value of having wisdom is to know God better.  Knowing Him is the end, the greatest good, of having wisdom.  Wisdom is not an end in itself, but if it recognizes God (for He is the ground), and comes from God (for He is the means) then it will result in recognizing Him and His ways all the more (hence the goal of wisdom).
  
God is the source of all truth. He is the One to teach us truth, and this is all done for the purpose of knowing Him.  

2. We study the Word to “become what we behold.”


God has designed His Word to be the chief means by which He transforms our lives.  The purpose of our election is to have us progress in holiness, to look and act like Christ.  Romans 8:29 says, “For those whom He foreknew, He also predestined to become conformed to the image of His Son.”  Paul in II Corinthians 3:18 describes this process by which God brings us to this holiness.  He writes, “But we all, with unveiled face, beholding as in a mirror the glory of the Lord, are being transformed into the same image from glory to glory, just as from the Lord, the Spirit.”  As we focus on the glory of God in the Scripture, particularly in Christ who is the image of that Glory (2 Cor 4:4), the Holy Spirit uses that to transform us to look like that image.  Said another way, we become what we behold.  We become like Christ as the Holy Spirit takes the truths about God in His word to cause us to become like that image in our own lives.  However, if  what we are mainly beholding is TV, sporting events, sitcoms, etc., the sad truth is that we will begin to become and act like that as well.  May God give us a hunger to pursue His truth because through all that we are beholding, He will cause us to better image forth His glory.   


But why is this “becoming” to look like the image of God’s Son so important?  Since I am saved, what is so vital about holiness and acting like Christ?  Hebrews gives us believers the stern warning to continue in this holiness.  The author writes, “Pursue peace with all men, and the sanctification [holiness] without which no one will see the Lord” Hebrews 12:14.  Did you catch that?  The holy God requires holiness to see Him.  If we are not holy, we will not go to heaven.  It is only because we are covered by the blood of Christ and are united to Him that we will ever enter heaven.  It is all Christ’s work in our lives to both save us and cause us to want to live holy lives, assuring that all glory goes to Him alone.  Jesus graciously uses the means of reading God’s Word to bring about by His Spirit this holiness in our lives.  By grace, we begin to act like who we are, namely, the children of the Living, Holy God who has chosen the means of His Word to accomplish this very holiness in our lives.  
3. We study the Word to make it the “kindling” of our worship.


All of our life is worship.  Certainly the songs we sing on Sunday morning are worship, but worship is much more than that.  It is the sermon, it is the offering, it is the way in which we live our lives every day.  Romans 12:1 says, “Therefore I urge you, brethren, by the mercies of God, to present your bodies a living and holy sacrifice, acceptable to God, which is your spiritual service of worship.”  


What will be strong enough to sustain our worship of God if worship is all of life?  Affections in worship are not necessarily manifested in sweaty palms or a quickening beat of the heart, nor is that sustainable over time.  We could have simply eaten some bad food!  John Piper is helpful when he describes worship in relation to a fire pit or a chimney.  He writes, “The fuel of worship is the truth of God; the furnace of worship is the spirit of man; and the heat of worship is the vital affections of reverence, contrition, trust, gratitude, and joy…The fuel of truth in the furnace of our spirit does not automatically produce the heat of worship.  There must be ignition and fire.  This is the Holy Spirit.”
  The Holy Spirit takes the burning “logs” of the truths in God’s Word and uses them to burn the passions of our heart hot after God in worship.  


Similarly, Sinclair Ferguson illustrates the same truth.  “Worship is not something we ‘work up’, it is something that ‘comes down’ to us, from the character of God…It is God who gives us the spirit of worship, and it is what we know of God that produces this spirit of worship.  We might say that worship is simply theology, doctrine, what we think about God, going into top gear!  Instead of merely thinking about him, we tell him, in prayer and praise and song, how great and glorious we believe him to be!”
  Everyone has theology by evidence of the choices we make in how we live our lives each day.  The question becomes, “Is that theology grounded firmly in Scripture, and does it by the Spirit so overflow in joy from our heart in prayer, praise, and song?”  May God put the truths of His word so deeply into our minds that they flow over in joy from our affections and thus in worship to Him.  

4. We study the Word to fight unbelief, which is at the core of all sin.


The essence of all sin is a basic mistrust and unbelief in the words and promises of God.  Sin says, “My way is better than anything God could possibly have in store for me.”  Hebrews 3:12-13 says, “Take care, brethren, that there not be in any one of you an evil, unbelieving heart that falls away from the living God. 13But encourage one another day after day, as long as it is still called ‘Today,’ so that none of you will be hardened by the deceitfulness of sin.”  Here, the author of Hebrews makes the link clear between sin and an evil, unbelieving heart.  He equates the deceitfulness of sin with unbelief.  Therefore, the way to fight sin is to fight unbelief.  The way to fight unbelief is to fight to have your mind renewed (Rom 12:1-2) by the Word of God which holds the promises of God.  


Again in Hebrews the author illustrates the point that the fight against unbelief – sin – is the fight to believe the promises of God.  He writes in 13:5, “Make sure that your character is free from the love of money, being content with what you have; for He Himself has said, ‘I will never desert you, nor will I ever forsake you.’”  There is clearly a basis for fighting the sin of greed and not being seduced by the lie that money will satisfy us greater than God can.   It is the promise that God will NEVER leave us.  It is the promise that God says He is more than enough for us.  He will never walk away from or abandon His own.  Therefore, the fight against sin by the Spirit is the fight to hold in our hearts the truths and promises of God’s Word.

How do we study the Word of God?   How do we use this study?


It is important when we study the Word of God that we come humbly to God, realizing it is only by the Holy Spirit that any of the meaning of Scripture can be changed from mere head knowledge to life-transforming holiness.  Paul in II Corinthians 2:11 makes the point that “the thoughts of God no one knows except the Spirit of God.”  We will not see the words on the pages of the Bible as the very thoughts of God which have their transforming effect on our lives except by the Holy Spirit’s accomplishing this in us.

We must know the general principles of the genre of literature in the particular section of Scripture that we are studying.  The epistles, for instance, are full of logical arguments and are  rich with contrasts and lists.  Arcing, which is a way to outline an author’s flow of thoughts and arguments, is particularly helpful in this genre.  Through this Galatians study and the Appendices at the back, the reader will develop a basic understanding of arcing and see its rich benefit in studying Scripture.  The genre of the epistles, however, is different than the genre of the poetry of the Psalms or the narrative of the gospels and much of the Old Testament.  Each genre has its own particular “tool set” to mine the truths of God’s Word.  Suffice it to say, however, that no matter the genre, reading to find the author’s main intent of the passage is what we do on every page of Scripture.  We always use the “two-step” approach defined above, asking  what the passage says and inquiring how it is to be obeyed.  


Let us look at the study notes and tools we have collected in Galatians to see how they are arranged to provide insight into the text.  


When looking at a passage, first read the section in the green box at the upper right of the page (circled below - figure 1).  In one sentence see what the passage is about.  After using all the other tools and key questions in the boxes directly above the Scripture text on each page,  write a "headline sentence," like that on a newspaper's front page, to summarize the author's main point in this section.  
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Secondly, read the Outline box in the upper left of the page to see where this headline sentence fits into the overall scheme and flow of the entire book (figure 2).  This will keep the reader from getting lost when looking at "each of the trees" in a section of verse and losing his way in the “big forest" of a book.  Both the "trees" AND the map of the entire "forest" are important.  As we study one section or group of verses in Galatians, it is important to see all that that section teaches AND ask how it fits into the overall argument of the book.



Figure 2:
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The rest of the tools in the next eight boxes are helpful when digging for the author's main intent in writing a particular passage or book.  These eight tools are mainly self-explanatory, and the reader will get more familiar with their use as he sees how they are used in each section.  These eight boxes or tools include the following three main categories:


I. Tools:



1. Repeated/Key Words




2. P&C (Promises & Commands)




3. Pronouns/Lists




4. Flow of the Argument


II. Key Questions: (Does the author ask or imply any questions and then answer them?)



1. WHAT?




2. WHY?




3. HOW?


III. Implications / Application: (What is the pattern of meaning from a text and how is it to be obeyed?)


Arcing is another tool that is particularly helpful in outlining the logical flow of a book, especially in the genre of the epistles.  The box flow chart on the left side of each page is a modified form of block arcing used in Microsoft Word.  Each sentence that has a subject and a verb are put on one line of the table.  On the left of that line we show how that sentence or proposition fits with all the other propositions in that passage.  Appendix 2 and 3 has a more detailed explanation of arcing, complete with examples from three other passages of Scripture.   As mentioned in the preface, arcing is a great tool to chart and understand what it means when we say that "the Bible argues."

How can one teach from or lead a discussion from these notes?

God has called men to a unique role of explaining the Word of God to their families and to the churches.  Adam was told the words of God in Genesis 2:16, and it is seen in the following verses that it was his responsibility to pass them on to Eve.  Likewise, in Ephesians 6:4 it is the fathers who were given the exhortation to train up their children "in the discipline and instruction of the Lord."  Also, God calls men to lead and teach in the body of Christ (1 Tim 3:1).  Understanding Paul's intent and message in Galatians, for instance, is not optional, nor is it only reserved for the paid teaching elders at a church.  These truths are for all men, husbands, fathers, and church leaders to understand, to live by, and to teach as God commands.  Certainly there is a great place for these notes in a women's Bible study setting.   However, men must understand the Word and with all soberness take responsibility for their role as teachers, crying out for God to teach them through the Holy Spirit because of their human inadequacies.  


To that end, here is a simple format that one can use to lead a discussion through a section of Galatians.  This can be a quick 10 minute session at home after dinner with the family, or these notes can be used as the basis for an hour-long class in a church setting or group Bible study.
a. Determine the context.  Review the previous section’s headline sentence.  Decide how the study fits into the outline for the book? (10% of the time allotted for the study)

b. Write the headline sentence for this section (5% of the time)

c. Read the text and explain the footnotes. (35% of the time)

d. Pick one to three of the unifying questions (what? why? how?) for group discussion and show how the passage answers these questions (35% of the time)

e. Close with an implication and / or application in your life and / or in the life of the group (15% of the time).

What is a benefit from teaching this study method of 'arcing' and from using notes like these?

One main benefit to this approach is that the learner is armed with tools by which he can mine the gold from God's Word for himself.  Lecture style in the West certainly has its place, but it also has its limitations.  In addition, not all the world learns most effectively in the classroom.  Especially in oral cultures where few people read, classroom lecture is not a viable option for learning at the start.  Ultimately as teachers and communicators of God's Word, we want our listeners to learn how to ask questions of the Scriptures for themselves and not simply repeat a list of facts that have not impacted their own affections.  John Piper explains how his seminary professor Daniel Fuller's approach to teaching and his love for the students made a lasting impact on him.  He writes,
"Daniel Fuller’s method of research and teaching has been a rare example of one that aims (in Allen’s words) “to awaken a spirit, to teach the pupil to realize his own powers, by setting before him difficulties, and showing him how to approach and overcome them….” Only Dr. Fuller has gone one step further. He taught us to see the difficulties for ourselves. A student is still dependent if the only problems he can see are the ones his teacher puts before him.  

So he labored to teach us how to be troubled. He never tired of quoting John Dewey to the effect that “We never think until we are confronted with a problem.” But to be free and independent and creative we must see and feel the problem ourselves. However, since by nature most of us try to avoid the exertion of thinking, we are not at all prone to ask the truly troubling questions about life and about the unity of God’s work in redemptive history. Therefore Dr. Fuller has spent himself in class and in discussions and in his writing to help us be troubled by the most important questions. This was a great gift—to make us personally “indigenous” biblical students.  

Once we began to be perplexed about things that really mattered, Fuller led us into Allen’s next step—to show us “how to approach and overcome” the perplexities. He resisted the temptation to give us his solution before we had our own. In fact, the genius of his teaching has been the humility again and again to expose his own answers to correction by the answers of his students. This gave us the hope that we might actually become personally “indigenous” some day and be able to speak the Word of God with power and conviction—not just as second-handers."

May we by God's grace show this same humility in our teaching, leading others to "see and feel the great truths of God's Word for themselves, arming them with "tools" like arcing to mine these wonderful truths.
Conclusion

Studying the Word of God by the power and instruction of the Holy Spirit is how we know God.  It is work.  It will take time, and for many it may take a re-allocation of their daily and weekly schedules.  Some may say, "I am just not a reader.  I prefer TV or other easier things instead."  Reading and studying is hard.  However, taking hold on the shoulders of some godly men that knew God, trusted solely in Christ, and delighted in His Word can be such an encouragement.  This is largely done by reading their works and by meditation.  It has been estimated that if a person who is an average reader spends 15 minutes a day reading, the person will read 1,000 books in a lifetime.
  May godly men who have gone before us, who were reformers, or Puritans, or are even modern day Puritans, "mentor" us, as it were, into the richness of the Word of God that we might  delight in Him for our joy and His glory.  


This study is not merely an exercise in using new and diverse study tools.  
It is a study to know God through Jesus Christ as He is revealed in the Word of God.  These are not just words studied from the Bible. They are life!  Moses makes this argument as he reminds the Israelites of important truths before entering Canaan, the Promised Land that their parents did not see because of unbelief.  He says,

"Take to your heart all the words with which I am warning you today, which you shall command your sons to observe carefully, even all the words of this law. 47'For it is not an idle word for you; indeed it is your life.'"  Deut. 32:46-47
May the words of life, the words of God, truly be a joy and a delight to your soul as you read and study through Galatians.  

Background, Definitions, & Unifying Themes

· Why did Paul write this book?  


He wrote this book because a false gospel was being taught in the church in Galatia, which is in modern day Turkey or Asia Minor.  The church was founded by Paul on his first missionary journey.   “Those who identify the recipients of Galatians as the believers in the southern cities of Galatia generally consider that the epistle was written from Antioch of Syria in about A.D. 48 just before the Jerusalem Council (Acts 15).”

· What was the false gospel?  


The false gospel was legalism.   Since Paul did not have a word for legalism, he often used the phrase “works of the law.”

· What is legalism?  


Legalism is obedience to the Law done out of self-reliance for the purpose of impressing God, making Him owe us something.

· What is the opposite of legalism?  


Licentiousness, or living however one pleases in disobedience to the law, is NOT the opposite of legalism.  The opposite of legalism, the right way to live, is the Obedience of Faith.   This is obedience done in faith out of sole reliance on the Holy Spirit.  This obedience glorifies God and sees  fruits naturally occurring  in our life out of our union with Christ, never making Him owe us anything.

· Who was teaching this legalism?  


Judaisers taught legalism; they were Jewish leaders professing to be “Christians.”   Judaisers had some relationship with the Apostles in Jerusalem.

· What was their approach in trying to corrupt the Galatian church?  

1.  Judaisers wanted to discredit Paul as a “second-hander.”   They believed he was not a REAL apostle because he was not with the original 12 disciples but only learned the message from  them..  

2.  Judaisers claimed that Paul’s message was not the same  as the apostles’ message in Jerusalem.  There was a “rift in leadership.”  

3.  Judaisers appealed to the Galatians’ flesh and their pride in being able to keep many parts of the Law.  The first of these two points is referred to in the study notes as "Implied Objections."

· When Paul used the word “Law,” to what was he usually referring?   

On his “Renewing Your Mind” broadcast in a lecture entitled “Atonement,” R.C. Sproul  references Classical Reformed Theology’s explanation of the two main parts of the Law as 1. Natural Law (laws emanating from the character of God, absolutes rooted in His being), and 2. Voluntary Law (dietary, ceremonial, purity, etc.).  These Voluntary Laws were among those things God commanded Israel to do in order to make them appear "distinct and different” from the rest of the world.   These are part of the "Lesson Book of Israel" concept further explained in the footnote in Galatians 2:11-14 entitled, "The Lesson Book of Israel."

· The Trilogy: Galatians, Romans, and the Sermon on the Mount are all saying the same thing.  

We are saved by grace alone through faith alone unto holiness - necessary holiness which is the obedience that comes through faith in the true promises of a real, existing God, out of our union with Christ and the fruit of the Holy Spirit.

· Anitnomianism vs. Neonomianism: both are wrong

Paul's use of the 10 Commandments and the Old Testament Law is a subject that has been addressed and debated for years.  Should the Christian obey the 10 Commandments?  What is the Christian's relationship with the Law now that Christ has come and we live on the other side of the cross?  Puritan writer Walter Marshall wrote a very helpful book on these topics entitled The Gospel Mystery of Sanctification.  In the introduction of the reprint of this book, Dr. Joel R. Beeke writes,
"To Understand why [Walter] Marshall wrote as he did [in his book], we need to know the context in which he wrote.  He repeatedly argued against antinomianism as well as neonomianism, particularly the neonomian teaching of Richard Baxter...

Antinomianism derives from anti, which means 'against,' and nomos, which means 'law.'  An antinomian is thus someone who says that it is not essential for Christians to use the law as a rule of conduct for daily life.  Antinomians believe that Christians are not bound to obey the law because they think that all Old Testament law was abolished in the New Testament...

Though right in refuting antinomianism, [Richard] Baxter went too far and developed, with Daniel Williams, what has become known as neonomianism.  Neonomians said that the gospel is a 'new law,' (neonomos) that replaces the Old Testament law.  The new law of the gospel is that a sinner must obey the gospel by faith, and that this faith, together with the righteousness of Christ, is the ground of justification...Marshall gracefully attacked both antinomianism and neonomianism."

· Theme verse of the Galatians' study - the number one question being addressed in the text:

This is the only thing I want to find out from you:

did you receive the Spirit by the works of the Law, or by hearing with faith?  Gal 3:2

The answer to this question is key because Paul argues that HOW they began in their salvation is EXACTLY the same way that they progress in life, or the same way that they are sanctified.  The Judaisers were saying that Christ is all well-and-good for salvation, but sanctification comes by works of the law out of one’s own self-determination.  Paul argues that Christ is sufficient both for salvation and to produce holiness in sanctification.  

· Two views of The Law: Railroad tracks vs. the Ladder 


Through Pastor John Piper’s original sermon series on the book of Galatians, he refers often to the visual picture of the “ladder of legalism” (Figure 3).  He talks about the railroad tracks of God’s grace vs. the ladder of self-determined, moral effort.  It will be helpful to understand this visual analogy when reading many of these study notes.  
Figure 3


Block Outline: Author’s flow of thought

The following Block Outline is a visual picture of a condensed table of contents.  Its aim is to show like "building blocks" how the author uses his various points to make his arguments in a logical flow.  It helps the reader see the flow of these arguments of how these blocks fit together.  
	Thesis / Headline for the book: 
Union with Christ through faith brings the inheritance and holiness 
– not works of the law or legalism.

	1. True Gospel:  messenger
(1:1-2:14)
	A. Message directly from Jesus (Paul not a 2nd-hander)
	

	
	B. Message same as Apostles’
	

	
	C. No rift w/ Peter
	

	2. True Gospel: message
(2:15-6:5)
	A. Christ lives IN me – union with Christ / life of faith 
	

	
	Judaisers’ Objection 1: justification is not same as sanctification which is by works of Law
	

	
	1. Abraham as example of faith (justifying and sanctifying faith)
	

	
	a. Why blessed? All else cursed
	
	

	
	Judaisers’ Objection 2: “Law improved Abe’s promise”
	

	
	B. Why Law?
	

	
	1. Law restated Abe’s promise
	
	

	
	2. Law shut-up all men under sin
	
	

	
	3. Law always pointed to Christ (tutor)
	
	

	
	4. Law as manager & guardian
	
	

	
	-time out / plea
	
	

	
	5. Law of Sarah not Hagar
	
	

	
	C.  Freedom results from union with Christ (chapter 5)
	

	
	D.  What does freedom demand? (chapter 6)
	

	Conclusion (6:6-10)
	


	Outline: (“seeing the forest while studying the trees”)
	Headline Sentence: What is the MAIN thing the author is saying in this passage?

	Introduction / Greeting - 1:1-5
	Paul greets the churches in Galatia and reminds them that his gospel is FROM God, BY God, and FOR the glory of God.

	Discussion Notes:
	I. Tools: 1. Repeated/Key Words
	2. P&C (Promises & Commands)
	3. Pronouns
	4. Flow of the Argument

	
	The names of God and Jesus – to focus on the main character doing the acting in this great Gospel message
	V4: By Christ’s blood he will rescue us from this evil age
	V5: to whom  = GOD – everything is about the glory of the Lord – Psalm 19:1
	The letter is from Paul and his team to Galatia churches.  He exalts to them God’s great grace and peace for His glory.

	
	II. Key Questions: 1. WHAT
	2.  WHY
	3. HOW
	III. Implications (pattern of meaning)

	
	Who did the plan of salvation? It was God’s will that Christ submitted to in dying for us (equal in value, differing roles) John 5:26-30; Eph 5:32
	Why did Jesus save us? V4 1. Rescue us from evil 2. for the glory of God’s name
	How are we saved? Because God willed it (John 1:11-13, Rom 9:16, 1 Cor 1:30-31)
	1. wives are equal to husbands and submit like Christ

2. joyfully submit to authority


	Arcing:
	Passage: 

	
	
	Series
	Series
	1Paul, an apostle (not sent from men nor through the agency of man
, but through Jesus Christ and God the Father, 

	
	
	
	Action
	
who raised Him from the dead),

	
	
	
	Series
	2and all the brethren who are with me,

	
	
	
	Series
	To the churches of Galatia:

	
	
	Series
	Series
	3Grace to you and peace
 from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ,

	
	
	
	Action
	
4who gave Himself for our sins

	
	
	
	Purpose
	
so that He might rescue us from this present evil age, according to the will of our God and Father,

	
	
	
	Purpose
	
5to whom be the glory
 forevermore. Amen.


	Outline: (“seeing the forest while studying the trees”)
	Headline Sentence: What is the MAIN thing the author is saying in this passage?

	I. The TRUE Gospel: defending its messenger - Paul - 1:6-10
	There is only 1 gospel, and it is offensive.

	Discussion Notes:
	I. Tools: 1. Repeated/Key Words
	2. P&C (Promises & Commands)
	3. Pronouns
	4. Flow of the Argument

	
	Accursed: eternally condemned (anathema); 
	P: there is ONE gospel that saves and it is Christ alone
C: preach only this gospel
	V6: some = Judaisers
	There is one gospel; cursed are those who preach something else; I may not please all men when I preach, but I live to please God.

	
	II. Key Questions: 1. WHAT
	2.  WHY
	3. HOW
	III. Implications (pattern of meaning)

	
	What makes the gospel offensive? 1. salvation is not based on man but on God;  (John 1:11-13, Rom 9:16, 1 Cor 1:18, 30-31, 1 Tim 1:9)
	Why does it matter if we preach another gospel – what is at stake? Footnote (7)
	How should we live? (see Implications)
	1. Having ONE person to please is very freeing! Sometimes we will please others too (


	Arcing:
	Passage: 

	
	Idea
	Idea
	6I am amazed that you are so quickly deserting Him who called you by the grace of Christ, for a different gospel; 

	
	
	Explain
	
7which is really not another;


	
	
	Explain
	
only there are some who are disturbing you and want to distort the gospel of Christ
.

	
	Explanation

	Main clause
	Idea
	8But even if we, or an angel from heaven, should preach to you a gospel contrary to what we have preached to you,

	
	
	
	
	he is to be accursed!

	
	
	
	Explain
	
9As we have said before, so I say again now, if any man is preaching to you a gospel contrary to what you received,

	
	
	
	
	
he is to be accursed!

	
	
	Ground
	Question
	10For am I now seeking the favor of men, or of God?


	
	
	
	
	
Or am I striving to please men?

	
	
	
	Answer
	If I were still trying to please men, 

	
	
	
	
	I would not be a bond-servant of Christ.


	Outline: (“seeing the forest while studying the trees”)
	Headline Sentence: What is the MAIN thing the author is saying in this passage?

	A. Paul received His gospel directly from Jesus (not a second-hander) - 1:11-24
	Paul is not a second-hander, but he received “his” gospel directly from Jesus.

	Discussion Notes:
	I. Tools: 
1. Repeated/Key Words
	2. P&C 
(Promises & Commands)
	3. Pronouns
	4. Flow of the Argument

	
	Man – v11,12,13,14

God – v13,15,20,24

Contrasts from WHOM is this message
	He who sets you apart is also the one who calls you through his grace and will transform the lives of even the “worst and most vile” sinners (you and me included).
	God – who,His,v15,v16;Him,v16


	Paul did not receive this gospel from men but Christ and then later confirmed it with apostles.

	
	II. Key Questions: 
1. WHAT
	2.  WHY
	3. HOW
	III. Implications (pattern of meaning)

	
	What are the Judaisers arguing? 1. Paul is a second-hander (not part of the original 12 apostles) v12,17; 2. The gospel you Galatians believe from Paul contradicts the apostles in Jerusalem v18, 19, 24
	Why does Paul go through this historical account?  He is arguing against the Judaisers’ two main contentions (see box to left)
	V15: How and when was Paul called to Christ?  What part did Paul have in this?
	Glorify God for the way he miraculously changes lives – who gets the glory for changed hearts that now want to / unpremeditatedly obey? V24


	Arcing:
	Passage: 

	Main Clause
	11For I would have you know, brethren, that the gospel which was preached by me is not according to man.

	Ground
	Ground
	-
	
12For I neither received it from man, nor was I taught it,

	
	
	+
	

but I received it through a revelation of Jesus Christ.

	
	Ground
	Alternative
	-
	13For you have heard of my former manner of life in Judaism,

	
	
	
	
	
how I used to persecute the church of God beyond measure and tried to destroy it;


	
	
	
	
	
14and I was advancing in Judaism beyond many of my contemporaries among my countrymen, 



being more extremely zealous for my ancestral traditions.

	
	
	Alternative
	+ (action for “who”)
	15But when God, 



who had set me apart even from my mother’s womb and called me through His grace, 


was pleased 16to reveal His Son in me

	
	
	
	Purpose
	

so that I might preach Him among the Gentiles,

	
	
	Progression
	-
	I did not immediately consult with flesh and blood,

	
	
	
	-
	
17nor did I go up to Jerusalem to those who were apostles before me;

	
	
	
	+
	
but I went away to Arabia, and returned once more to Damascus.


	
	
	Progression
	Alternative
	18Then three years later I went up to Jerusalem to become acquainted with Cephas, and stayed with him fifteen days.

	
	
	
	Alternative
	
19But I did not see any other of the apostles except James, the Lord’s brother.

	
	
	
	(Aside)
	
20(Now in what I am writing to you, I assure you before God that I am not lying.)


	
	
	Progression
	
	21Then I went into the regions of Syria and Cilicia.

	
	
	
	-
	
22I was still unknown by sight to the churches of Judea which were in Christ;


	
	
	
	+
	
23but only, they kept hearing,

	
	
	
	
	
“He who once persecuted us is now preaching the faith

	
	
	
	
	

which he once tried to destroy.” 

	
	
	Progression
	
	24And they were glorifying God because of me.


	Outline: (“seeing the forest while studying the trees”)
	Headline Sentence: What is the MAIN thing the author is saying in this passage?

	B. Paul’s gospel is exactly the same as the Apostles’ (not a rift between Paul and Apostles) - 2:1-10
	The Apostles did not add to Paul’s gospel (v6), maintaining that he did receive it from Christ, and they extended the right hand of fellowship to Paul (v9), endorsing his ministry – they preach the same gospel unlike what the Judaisers were arguing.

	Discussion Notes:
	I. Tools: 1. Repeated/Key Words
	2. P&C 
(Promises & Commands)
	3. Pronouns
	4. Flow of the Argument

	
	Gospel – 2,5,7

Circumcised – 3,7a,7b,8,9

Reputation – 2,6a,6b
	· God effectually worked in Peter & Paul’s ministries

· Liberty in Christ for believers

· God gives grace to administer His Word
	Paul – I, me
	Why Paul went to Jerusalem (v1-2), how he encountered the false brethren / Judaisers (v3-5), what occurred in his meeting with the Apostles (v6-10)

	
	II. Key Questions: 
1. WHAT
	2.  WHY
	3. HOW
	III. Implications (pattern of meaning)

	
	· What is at stake in v3-5 if Paul let Titus be circumcised? salvation, heaven/hell, the gospel (v5 especially)
	Why were the false brethren spying? Spy out liberty in Christ and bring us to bondage
	Then HOW are we saved?  Salvation through faith alone through Christ alone – not faith/Christ PLUS circumcision, observing feasts/festivals
	1. handle disagreements head-on – v2
2. be diligent over doctrinal unity and purity – v1-10


	Arcing:
	Passage: 

	
	Progression:  Jerusalem
	Progression
	1Then after an interval of fourteen years I went up again to Jerusalem
 with Barnabas, 

taking Titus along also.

	
	
	Progression
	2It was because of a revelation that I went up;

	
	
	Progression
	Action
	and I submitted to them the gospel

	
	
	
	Manner
	
which I preach among the Gentiles,

	
	
	
	Manner
	
but I did so in private to those who were of reputation,

	
	
	
	ground
	

for fear that I might be running, or had run, in vain.


	
	Progression:  False Brethren
	Progression
	3But not even Titus, who was with me, though he was a Greek, was compelled to be circumcised.


	
	
	Action
	Idea
	4But it was because of the false brethren secretly brought in,

	
	
	
	explanation
	
who had sneaked in to spy out our liberty

	
	
	
	
	

which we have in Christ Jesus,

	
	
	Purpose
	
in order to bring us into bondage.

	
	
	Action
	5But we did not yield in subjection to them for even an hour,

	
	
	Result
	
so that the truth of the gospel would remain with you.


	
	Progression:  Apostles Meeting
	-
	Idea
	6But from those who were of high reputation 

	
	
	
	explanation
	
(what they were makes no difference to me; 

	
	
	
	
	
God shows no partiality)—

	
	
	
	(Continued)
	well, those who were of reputation contributed nothing to me.


	
	
	+
	Main
	7But on the contrary, seeing that I had been entrusted with the gospel to the uncircumcised, 

	
	
	
	Comparison
	
just as Peter had been to the circumcised

	
	
	
	Ground
	
8(for He who effectually worked for Peter in his apostleship to the circumcised 

	
	
	
	
	

[He] effectually worked for me also to the Gentiles),

	
	
	
	(Continued)
	9and recognizing the grace that had been given to me,

	
	
	
	Action
	James and Cephas and John, 

who were reputed to be pillars,
gave to me and Barnabas the right hand of fellowship,

	
	
	
	Purpose
	
so that we might go to the Gentiles

	
	
	
	
	
and [so that] they [might go] to the circumcised.

	
	
	Progression
	Action
	10They only asked us to remember the poor—

	
	
	
	Manner
	
the very thing I also was eager to do.


	Outline: (“seeing the forest while studying the trees”)
	Headline Sentence: What is the author’s main point?

	C. Even though Paul DID rebuke Peter for drifting to legalism, Paul’s gospel is exactly the same as the Apostles’ - 2:11-14
	Paul confronts Peter for compelling the Gentiles to live like the Jews, which he couldn’t even do as a Jew.

	Discussion Notes:
	I. Tools: 
1. Repeated/Key Words
	2. P&C
 (Promises & Commands)
	3. Pronouns/Lists
	4. Flow of the Argument

	
	Peter (referenced 8x)

Hypocrisy-‘not straightforward’ (3x)

Jews & Gentiles
	· It is implied that we are to be straightforward about the truth of the Gospel.

· As Gentiles we are not required to live like Jews.
	V12c: they – certain men from James = Jewish emissaries from James of the circumcision party but not endorsed by James
	Paul opposes Peter and explains why he condemned him to his face (for falling into legalism and leading others to it).  Paul asks one question to him: why ask Gentiles to do something you as a Jew haven’t been able to do?

	
	II. Key Questions: 
1. WHAT
	2.  WHY
	3. HOW
	III. Implications (pattern of meaning)

	
	What is the thesis of Paul’s argument when he talks to Peter?  14
What is hypocrisy defined in this passage?  Saying one thing (Gentiles to keep the dietary laws) and doing another (not holding to these / all laws as a Jew) 
	· +Why did Paul oppose Peter? 11c

· +Why did Peter stand condemned? 12-13

· Why did Peter gradually withdraw from meals with the Gentiles?  Fear of what people thought of him
	How did Cephas compel the Gentiles to live like Jews?  Change their eating habits back to the Law in Lev 11 – In Acts 10:9-16, 24-28, 34-35, Peter learns by direct revelation that this behavior is wrong.
	+Even an apostle who had walked in grace for years drifted into legalism.  Are we vigilant?
+Leaders’ lives influence their followers’ view of Christ
+How can we live in such a way that the Gospel of Christ is clearly reflected?  


	Arcing:
	Passage: 

	Alternative
	Temporal
	11But
 when Cephas [Peter] came to Antioch, 

	
	Main
	I opposed him to his face, 


	Ground
	
because he stood condemned. 

	
	Ground
	+
	Temporal
	12For prior to the coming of certain men from James, 


	
	
	
	Main
	he used to eat with the Gentiles; 

	
	
	-
	Temporal
	but when they came, 

	
	
	
	Action (Main)
	he began
 to withdraw and hold himself aloof, 

fearing the party of the circumcision. 

	
	
	-
	Result
	13The rest of the Jews joined him in hypocrisy, 


	
	
	
	Result
	
with the result that even Barnabas was carried away by their hypocrisy. 

	Alternative
	Temporal
	14But when I saw that they were not straightforward about the truth of the gospel, 

	
	Main
	I said to Cephas in the presence of all, 

	
	Question
	If
	“If you, 

being a Jew, 
live like the Gentiles and not like the Jews, 

	
	
	Then
	[then] how is it that you compel the Gentiles to live like Jews?



Block Outline: Author’s flow of thought

	Thesis / Headline for the book: 
Union with Christ through faith brings the inheritance and holiness 
– not works of the law or legalism.

	1. True Gospel:  messenger
(1:1-2:14)
	A. Message directly from Jesus (Paul not a 2nd-hander)
	

	
	B. Message same as Apostles’
	

	
	C. No rift w/ Peter
	

	2. True Gospel: message
(2:15-6:5)
	A. Christ lives IN me – union with Christ / life of faith 
	

	
	Judaisers’ Objection 1: justification is not same as sanctification which is by works of Law
	

	
	1. Abraham as example of faith (justifying and sanctifying faith)
	

	
	a. Why blessed? All else cursed
	
	

	
	Judaisers’ Objection 2: “Law improved Abe’s promise”
	

	
	B. Why Law?
	

	
	1. Law restated Abe’s promise
	
	

	
	2. Law shut-up all men under sin
	
	

	
	3. Law always pointed to Christ (tutor)
	
	

	
	4. Law as manager & guardian
	
	

	
	-time out / plea
	
	

	
	5. Law of Sarah not Hagar
	
	

	
	C.  Freedom results from union with Christ (chapter 5)
	

	
	D.  What does freedom demand? (chapter 6)
	

	Conclusion (6:6-10)
	


	Outline: (“seeing the forest while studying the trees”)
	Headline Sentence: 

	II. The TRUE Gospel: defining its message – Christ lives in me - 2:15-21
	We are justified by faith in Christ and not by the works of the Law; out of our union with Christ is sanctification

	Discussion Notes
	I. Tools:
1. Repeated/Key Words
	2. P&C
(Promises & Commands)
	3. Pronouns/Lists
	4. Flow of the Argument

	
	Justified x 3

Faith in Christ x2

Works of the law x3

Christ x8
	Promise: living out of my union with Christ is joy vs. the oppression of the Judaisers’ legalism
	V15: Paul and Peter
	Paul and Peter both know that faith alone in Christ saves; this new life is union with Christ.

	
	II. Key Questions: 
1. WHAT
	2.  WHY
	3. HOW
	III. Implications 
(pattern of meaning)

	
	What makes someone a true sinner?  Turn the tracks of obedience of faith into a ladder to climb to heaven, making God owe them for their religious performance.
	Why would Christ have died needlessly?
If I climb the ladder, looking to my own resourcefulness to earn salvation / favor from God
	How do I now live if I died? In total reliance in faith on Christ and the “engine” of his grace pulling me along the tracks of obedience while I am in the boxcar crippled, connected by faith couplers
	Moralism is not Christianity; but a faith in Christ alone that hopes in His promises, obeys, and endures saves – Matt 7:22-23 – this exalts Christ!


	Arcing:
	Passage: 

	Answer (Question from last section)
	Paul and Peter are unified doctrinally in what they “know” and experientially
	
	Main
	15“We are Jews by nature and not sinners
 from among the Gentiles; 

	
	
	
	Concessive
	16nevertheless knowing that a man is not justified by the works of the Law
 

but through faith in Christ Jesus,

	
	
	
	Comparison
	even we have believed in Christ Jesus,

	
	
	
	Result
	so that we may be justified by faith in Christ and not by the works of the Law;

	
	
	
	Ground
	
since by the works of the Law no flesh will be justified.

	
	Christ did not make us sinners when He freed us from the Law to love-eat in fellowship
	If
	
	17“But if, 
while seeking to be justified in Christ, 

we ourselves have also been found sinners
,

	
	
	Then
	Question
	is Christ then a minister of sin?

	
	
	
	Answer
	May it never be!

	
	
	Ground
	If [main]
	
18“For if I rebuild what I have once destroyed
,

	
	
	
	Then
	
I prove myself to be a transgressor.

	
	
	
	Ground
	

19“For through the Law I died to the Law
,

	
	
	
	Result
	


so that I might live to God.

	
	Experience of death to Law
	
	Series
	20“I have been crucified
 with Christ; 

	
	
	
	-
	and it is no longer I who live,

	
	
	
	+
	
but Christ lives in me;

	
	
	
	Series
	and the life which I now live in the flesh

	
	
	
	Action
	
I
 live by faith in the Son of God,

	
	
	
	Explanation
	

who loved me and gave Himself up for me.

	
	
	
	Series
	21“I do not nullify the grace of God,

	
	
	Ground
	If
	
for if righteousness comes through the Law,      [climbing a ladder]

	
	
	
	Then
	
then Christ died needlessly.”[what do you need Christ for if you climb ladder?]


--Implied Objection #1 from the Judaisers: “Regardless of how we were saved (promise or works of the Law), NOW that we are saved we must work for God for our sanctification which means going back under the Law.”

	Outline:
“Seeing the forest while studying the trees”
	Headline Sentence:
What is the MAIN thing the author is saying in this passage?

	A. What does a crucified life look like? (works of law or hearing with faith?) 3:1-5
	You are sanctified the same way you are justified - being given the Spirit by hearing with faith

	Discussion Notes
	I. Tools:
1. Repeated/Key Words
	2. P&C
(Promises & Commands)
	3. Pronouns/Lists
	4. Flow of the Argument

	
	Spirit
	
	Who has bewitched you? This contradicts Christ’s work on the cross and the HS’ work in our lives.

	
	II. Key Questions: 
1. WHAT
	2.  WHY
	3. HOW
	III. Implications
(pattern of meaning)

	
	What is the essence of the Judaisers’ heresy?
* “God saves, we sanctify” - sanctified by works not the holy spirit / hearing by faith
	Why does Paul call them Bewitched?  Answer 1 and 2 below
	How are we sanctified (perfected as in v3)? The same way were are justified – by the Spirit by hearing with faith
	


	Arcing:
	Passage: 

	Explanation: of Christ living in me / death to the Law
	
	
	Idea
	1You foolish Galatians, 

	
	Question
	who has bewitched you,

	
	Answer 1

	Explanation
	
before whose eyes Jesus Christ was publicly portrayed as crucified?

	
	Answer 2

	Question (Answer)

	2This is the only thing I want to find out from you:

	
	
	
	did you receive the Spirit
 by the works of the Law
, or by hearing with faith?

	
	
	Question
	3Are you so foolish?

	
	
	Question (Answer)
	Having begun by the Spirit, are you now being perfected by the flesh
?

	
	
	Question
	4Did you suffer so many things in vain—

	
	
	
	
if indeed it was in vain?

	
	
	Question (Answer)
	5So then, does He who provides you with the Spirit and works miracles among you,

	
	
	
	do it by the works of the Law, or by
 hearing
 with faith?


	Contrasting Pairs

	Vs 2
	Works
	Hearing with faith

	Vs 3
	Flesh
	Spirit

	5:18
	Work
	Fruit


	Outline:
“Seeing the forest while studying the trees”
	Headline Sentence:
What is the MAIN thing the author is saying in this passage?

	B. Example 1: Abraham - the life of faith (crucified life) - his heirs follow his example of living by hearing with faith and are blessed - 3:6-9
	Abraham is an example of living a life of hearing by faith; we are his children if we are in his faith-line not solely his bloodline.

	Discussion Notes
	I. Tools:
1. Repeated/Key Words
	2. P&C
(Promises & Commands)
	3. Pronouns/Lists
	4. Flow of the Argument

	
	6-7: Believed = faith
	P: Faith makes us heirs and blessed in Christ.
	6b: it = faith is reckoned Rom 4:9, Is my faith what saves or the alien imputed righteousness of Christ? (faith=aqueduct)
7b: who = those of faith
	Abraham’s belief in God is faith which imputes righteousness; his heirs are in his faith-line.

	
	II. Key Questions: 
2. WHAT
	3.  WHY
	1. HOW
	III. Implications
(pattern of meaning)

	
	What does it mean to be a Son of Abraham?
(1) Not the same a physical descendant v7
(2) If we are LIKE him in his faith v7

(3) Implies we are heirs v9, 29
	Why is being Abraham’s son a blessing?
(1) removes the fear of meeting the wrath of God – acquitted v8 “gospel”

(2) removes the fear of death / gift of HS to assure eternal life 3:14, 6:8
	How can I be Abraham’s son?
· By the faith described in 3:5 and illustrated by Abraham’s life v6 (faith line not solely bloodline)
	“Of faith” is not a 1x decision but ongoing hope in the promises of God – not like a ticket to a symphony but ears that have been made to hear and desires to enjoy the beautiful music.


	Arcing:
	Passage: 

	Comparison

	Comparison
	Action
	6Even so
 Abraham BELIEVED GOD,

	
	
	Result
	
AND IT WAS RECKONED TO HIM AS RIGHTEOUSNESS.

	
	Inference
	Idea
	7Therefore, be sure that it is those who are of faith


	
	
	Explanation
	
who are sons of Abraham.

	
	
	
	Action
	8The Scripture, 

foreseeing that God would justify the Gentiles by faith, 
preached the gospel beforehand to Abraham, saying,

	
	
	
	Result
	 
“ALL THE NATIONS WILL BE BLESSED IN YOU.”


	
	Inference (+)
	9So then those who are of faith are blessed with Abraham, the believer.


	Outline:
“Seeing the forest while studying the trees”
	Headline Sentence:
What is the MAIN thing the author is saying in this passage?

	1. Why is Abraham’s faith-line descendants blessed?  It is because everyone else is under a curse (the curse from which Christ redeemed us). 3:10-14
	If you are not blessed with Abraham in his faith-line, you are cursed in your legalism; Christ redeemed us from this curse and gives the Holy Spirit.

	Discussion Notes
	I. Tools:
1. Repeated/Key Words
	2. P&C
(Promises & Commands)
	3. Pronouns/Lists
	4. Flow of the Argument

	
	Curse (κατάρα): v10,13 in blue (5X)
Faith 3X

Law 5X
	P: self-effort in legalism brings a curse (God’s wrath)
P: HS comes thru faith
	The opposite of Abraham’s faith is the legalism of the Judaisers which carries with it a curse.  Christ redeemed us from this curse, God’s wrath, so that we would receive the promise of the Spirit through faith.

	
	II. Key Questions: 
2. WHAT
	3.  WHY
	1. HOW
	III. Implications
(pattern of meaning)

	
	What is Paul contrasting with faith –v12?  The Mosaic Law or the legalistic misuse of the Mosaic Law?

What is the curse –v10?

Without HS, without God, and with His wrath.
	Why did Christ redeem us from the curse of the law –v14? He did in order that we might receive the promise of the Holy Spirit by faith.
	How does the blessing of Abraham, namely __?___, come to me, a gentile –v14? IN Christ (not in me and my self-determination and self-reliance to obey)
How do we live godly and not go to Hell for it?  Live by faith IN Christ as our only hope for everything
	This is not written to atheists; Galatians is written about “professors” of the faith and those in Abraham’s faith-line.  Matt 7:21-23 agrees-there is a way to _____ (i.e. witness, read your Bible, etc.) and go to Hell for it.


	Arcing:
	Passage: 

	
	-
	Ground (previous section)

	10
For as many as are of
 the works of the Law are under a curse; 

	
	
	
	Ground
	for it is written,

	
	
	
	
	
“CURSED IS EVERYONE WHO DOES NOT ABIDE BY ALL THINGS WRITTEN IN THE BOOK OF THE LAW, TO PERFORM THEM.” (Duet 27:26)

	
	
	
	Main
	11Now that no one is justified by the Law before God is evident;

	
	
	
	Ground
	
for, “THE RIGHTEOUS MAN SHALL LIVE BY FAITH.” (Habakkuk 2:4)

	
	
	
	-
	12However, the Law is not of faith;

	
	
	
	+
	on the contrary, 


“HE WHO PRACTICES THEM SHALL LIVE BY THEM.” (Lev 18:5)


	
	
	Action
	13Christ redeemed us from the curse of the Law, 


having become a curse for us

	
	
	
	Ground
	—for it is written, “CURSED IS EVERYONE WHO HANGS ON A TREE”— (Duet 21:23)

	
	
	
	Purpose
	14in order that in Christ Jesus the blessing of Abraham might come to the Gentiles,

	
	
	
	Result
	so that we would receive the promise of the Spirit through faith.


Paul’s Positive use of the Mosaic Law in a Good sense

Rom 3:26 so that He would be just and the justifier of the one who has faith in Jesus.

27Where then is boasting? It is excluded. By what kind of law? Of works? No, but by a law of faith. 28For we maintain that a man is justified by faith apart from works of the Law. 29Or is God the God of Jews only? Is He not the God of Gentiles also? Yes, of Gentiles also, 30since indeed God who will justify the circumcised by faith and the uncircumcised through faith is one.

31Do we then nullify the Law through faith? May it never be! On the contrary, we establish the Law.
Rom 9: 30What shall we say then? That Gentiles, who did not pursue righteousness, attained righteousness, even the righteousness which is by faith; 31but Israel, pursuing a law of righteousness, did not arrive at that law. 32Why? Because they did not pursue it by faith, but as though it were by works. They stumbled over the stumbling stone, 33just as it is written,


“BEHOLD, I LAY IN ZION A STONE OF STUMBLING AND A ROCK OF OFFENSE,


AND HE WHO BELIEVES IN HIM WILL NOT BE DISAPPOINTED.”

Category of thinking: the Law was given to Moses to the people as a Law of FAITH 

Rom 7: 7What shall we say then? Is the Law sin? May it never be! On the contrary, I would not have come to know sin except through the Law; for I would not have known about coveting if the Law had not said, “YOU SHALL NOT COVET.” 8But sin, taking opportunity through the commandment, produced in me coveting of every kind; for apart from the Law sin is dead. 9I was once alive apart from the Law; but when the commandment came, sin became alive and I died; 10and this commandment, which was to result in life, proved to result in death for me; 11for sin, taking an opportunity through the commandment, deceived me and through it killed me. 12So then, the Law is holy, and the commandment is holy and righteous and good.
13Therefore did that which is good become a cause of death for me? May it never be! Rather it was sin, in order that it might be shown to be sin by effecting my death through that which is good, so that through the commandment sin would become utterly sinful.

Heb 4: 1Therefore, let us fear if, while a promise remains of entering His rest, any one of you may seem to have come short of it. 2For indeed we have had good news preached to us, just as they [Israelites] also; but the word they heard did not profit them [Israelites], because it was not united by faith in those who heard.
-- Implied Objection #2 from the Judaisers: “Abraham is a great case-in-point on why returning to the Law for sanctification can be proved Biblically – why else did God give a new Law to Moses unless the promise to Abraham by faith was faulty and could be made much better in the Law?”
	Outline:
“Seeing the forest while studying the trees”
	Headline Sentence:
What is the MAIN thing the author is saying in this passage?

	Objection #2 answered: Law and Faith - Continuum not contrast
1. The Law restates not replaces the Abrahamic Covenant.  The Law was NOT given to add to / change Abraham’s covenant, namely blessing through faith - 3:15-18
	The Law did not change the promise to Abraham coming via faith, like a man’s last will and testament cannot be changed. 

	Discussion Notes
	I. Tools:
1. Repeated/Key Words
	2. P&C
(Promises & Commands)
	3. Pronouns/Lists
	4. Flow of the Argument

	
	Seed

Promise

Law


	P: the inheritance and promises to Abraham are based on Christ
	Illustration: a man’s last will and testament can’t be added to.  Christ is THE seed.  The Law thru Moses came 430 years after Abraham and did NOT add a new basis to receive the promise (i.e. The last will and testament not changed), it remained the same: faith thru Christ.

	
	II. Key Questions: 
2. WHAT
	3.  WHY
	1. HOW
	III. Implications
(pattern of meaning)

	
	What is the main objection from the Judaisers that Paul is addressing?

	Why does the Law not nullify the promise? V18 because the inheritance is based on a promise, namely Christ
	How does God grant the inheritance / promises to Abraham?  Through Christ
	1. By faith, can we rely upon God to fulfill the condition of obedience? This is the life of faith: our union with Christ, to walk by the Spirit.
2. Mere “profession of faith” does not save/meet the condition of salvation.


	Arcing:
	Passage: 

	
	Idea 1
	Series
	15Brethren, I speak in terms of human relations:

	
	
	Concessive
	even though it is only a man’s covenant,

	
	
	
	yet when it has been ratified,

	
	
	Main
	no one sets it aside or adds conditions to it.

	
	Idea 2
	Series
	16Now the promises were spoken to Abraham and to his seed.

	
	
	-
	He does not say, “And to seeds,” as referring to many, but rather to one,

	
	
	+
	“And to your seed,” that is, Christ
.

	
	Explanation  
of idea 1
	Series
	17What I am saying is this:

	
	
	
	the Law, 

which came four hundred and thirty years later, 
does not invalidate a covenant previously ratified by God,

so as to nullify the promise.

	
	Ground (Explanation of idea 2)
	-
	If
	18For if the inheritance is based on [the legalistic misuse of the] law,

	
	
	
	Then
	it is no longer based on a promise [promise=Christ v16c, 2:21];

	
	
	+
	but God has granted it to Abraham by means of a promise.


1. Mosaic covenant is fundamentally a re-statement of the Abrahamic Covenant

· A person’s last will and testament cannot be added to (v15) or else it is nullified.  If Moses taught a new way to inherit the promise to Abraham, namely work for God to get salvation/sanctification, then it is added to the last will and testament as an addendum consequently nullifying the will.  Therefore, in order to not nullify the promise to Abraham (the original will and testament), the Mosaic Law can only be a restatement of the Abrahamic Covenant and not an addition to or replacement of it.  In other words, the way of salvation for the Israelites under Moses was the same as Abraham’s, namely faith. 

2. Both covenants are conditional: faith (persevering, obedient faith) is the condition for salvation; election is the condition of faith
A. Mosaic covenant is conditional – on the obedience of faith: Duet 7:12-13
1. The Law taught that it was a law of faith (e.g. railroad tracks not a ladder): Ex 14:31, Num 14:11, Duet 1:32; The Law was not given for us to earn our salvation on our own self-determination and not through faith.
2. The Law is a description of what a life of faith looks like, given to the new theocratic society now that the Israelites  have left the country of Egypt and are starting a country of their own with their own land, e.g. the Promised Land.
B. Abrahamic covenant is conditional - on the obedience of faith: Gen 22:16-18, 26:4-5, 18:19; Gen 15:12-21 is a picture of Augustine’s quote: command what you will, give what you command – God commanded obedience of faith as a condition of salvation AND by His sovereign grace, He fulfills what He commands in us.
3. The new covenant is also a restatement and fulfillment of the Abrahamic Covenant in Christ with the addition of the gift of a new heart and spirit poured out (Ez. 36:22-32 and Heb 8:7-13). Obedience of faith passages: Rom 1:5, 2 Thes 1:11-12, 1 Thes 1:3, Rom 16:26
· Jesus said that Moses wrote about Him.  Where did he write about Him?  One place he wrote was the 10 Commandments / the Law given to him by God.  Jesus says that this law and writings were also a law of faith, showing a theme or unity among ALL the covenants (except Noatic and Davidic are the only unconditional covenants).  John 5: 45“Do not think that I will accuse you before the Father; the one who accuses you is Moses, in whom you have set your hope. 46“For if you believed Moses, you would believe Me, for he wrote about Me. 47“But if you do not believe his writings, how will you believe My words?” 

Verses typed out for argument of 2A:
Ex. 19: 5‘Now then, if you will indeed obey My voice and keep My covenant, then you shall be My own possession among all the peoples, for all the earth is Mine; 6and you shall be to Me a kingdom of priests and a holy nation.’ These are the words that you shall speak to the sons of Israel.” 

7So Moses came and called the elders of the people, and set before them all these words which the LORD had commanded him. 8All the people answered together and said, “All that the LORD has spoken we will do!”  [but they didn’t do/obey until they got a new heart in the new covenant and/or were the elect/remnant of the OT]
Deut 29: 2And Moses summoned all Israel and said to them, “You have seen all that the LORD did before your eyes in the land of Egypt to Pharaoh and all his servants and all his land; 3the great trials which your eyes have seen, those great signs and wonders. 4“Yet to this day the LORD has not given you a heart to know, nor eyes to see, nor ears to hear.
Deut 7: 12“Then it shall come about, because you listen to these judgments and keep and do them, that the LORD your God will keep with you His covenant and His lovingkindness which He swore to your forefathers.
2A1
Num 14: 11The LORD said to Moses, “How long will this people spurn Me? And how long will they not believe in Me, despite all the signs which I have performed in their midst?
Ex. 14: 28The waters returned and covered the chariots and the horsemen, even Pharaoh’s entire army that had gone into the sea after them; not even one of them remained. 29But the sons of Israel walked on dry land through the midst of the sea, and the waters were like a wall to them on their right hand and on their left.

30Thus the LORD saved Israel that day from the hand of the Egyptians, and Israel saw the Egyptians dead on the seashore. 31When Israel saw the great power which the LORD had used against the Egyptians, the people feared the LORD, and they believed in the LORD and in His servant Moses.
Deut 1: 32“But for all this, you did not trust the LORD your God, 33who goes before you on your way, to seek out a place for you to encamp, in fire by night and cloud by day, to show you the way in which you should go.

2B

Gen 22:15Then the angel of the LORD called to Abraham a second time from heaven, 16and said, “By Myself I have sworn, declares the LORD, because you have done this thing and have not withheld your son, your only son, 17indeed I will greatly bless you, and I will greatly multiply your seed as the stars of the heavens and as the sand which is on the seashore; and your seed shall possess the gate of their enemies. 18“In your seed all the nations of the earth shall be blessed, because you have obeyed My voice.”
Gen 26: 4“I will multiply your descendants as the stars of heaven, and will give your descendants all these lands; and by your descendants all the nations of the earth shall be blessed; 5because Abraham obeyed Me and kept My charge, My commandments, My statutes and My laws.”
Gen 18: 16Then the men rose up from there, and looked down toward Sodom; and Abraham was walking with them to send them off. 17The LORD said, “Shall I hide from Abraham what I am about to do, 18since Abraham will surely become a great and mighty nation, and in him all the nations of the earth will be blessed? 19“For I have chosen him, so that he may command his children and his household after him to keep the way of the LORD by doing righteousness and justice, so that the LORD may bring upon Abraham what He has spoken about him.”
3

Ezekiel 36: 22“Therefore say to the house of Israel, ‘Thus says the Lord GOD, “It is not for your sake, O house of Israel, that I am about to act, but for My holy name, which you have profaned among the nations where you went. 23“I will vindicate the holiness of My great name which has been profaned among the nations, which you have profaned in their midst. Then the nations will know that I am the LORD,” declares the Lord GOD, “when I prove Myself holy among you in their sight. 24“For I will take you from the nations, gather you from all the lands and bring you into your own land. 25“Then I will sprinkle clean water on you, and you will be clean; I will cleanse you from all your filthiness and from all your idols. 26“Moreover, I will give you a new heart and put a new spirit within you; and I will remove the heart of stone from your flesh and give you a heart of flesh. 27“I will put My Spirit within you and cause you to walk in My statutes, and you will be careful to observe My ordinances. 28“You will live in the land that I gave to your forefathers; so you will be My people, and I will be your God. 29“Moreover, I will save you from all your uncleanness; and I will call for the grain and multiply it, and I will not bring a famine on you. 30“I will multiply the fruit of the tree and the produce of the field, so that you will not receive again the disgrace of famine among the nations. 31“Then you will remember your evil ways and your deeds that were not good, and you will loathe yourselves in your own sight for your iniquities and your abominations. 32“I am not doing this for your sake,” declares the Lord GOD, “let it be known to you. Be ashamed and confounded for your ways, O house of Israel!”

Hebrews 8: 9 NOT LIKE THE COVENANT WHICH I MADE WITH THEIR FATHERS


ON THE DAY WHEN I TOOK THEM BY THE HAND


TO LEAD THEM OUT OF THE LAND OF EGYPT;


FOR THEY DID NOT CONTINUE IN MY COVENANT,


AND I DID NOT CARE FOR THEM, SAYS THE LORD.

10
“FOR THIS IS THE COVENANT THAT I WILL MAKE WITH THE HOUSE OF ISRAEL


AFTER THOSE DAYS, SAYS THE LORD:


I WILL PUT MY LAWS INTO THEIR MINDS,


AND I WILL WRITE THEM ON THEIR HEARTS.


AND I WILL BE THEIR GOD,


AND THEY SHALL BE MY PEOPLE.
Rom 16:25Now to Him who is able to establish you according to my gospel and the preaching of Jesus Christ, according to the revelation of the mystery which has been kept secret for long ages past, 26but now is manifested, and by the Scriptures of the prophets, according to the commandment of the eternal God, has been made known to all the nations, leading to obedience of faith; 27to the only wise God, through Jesus Christ, be the glory forever. Amen.

Rom 1:5through whom we have received grace and apostleship to bring about the obedience of faith among all the Gentiles for His name’s sake, 6among whom you also are the called of Jesus Christ;

2 Thes 1:1111To this end also we pray for you always, that our God will count you worthy of your calling, and fulfill every desire for goodness and the work of faith with power, 12so that the name of our Lord Jesus will be glorified in you, and you in Him, according to the grace of our God and the Lord Jesus Christ.

1 Thes 1: 2We give thanks to God always for all of you, making mention of you in our prayers; 3constantly bearing in mind your work of faith and labor of love and steadfastness of hope in our Lord Jesus Christ in the presence of our God and Father, 4knowing, brethren beloved by God, His choice of you; 5for our gospel did not come to you in word only, but also in power and in the Holy Spirit and with full conviction; just as you know what kind of men we proved to be among you for your sake. 

	Outline:
“Seeing the forest while studying the trees”
	Headline Sentence:
What is the MAIN thing the author is saying in this passage?

	2. The Law WAS given to shut up all men under sin - 3:19-22
	The Law corresponds to the promises (of Abraham) and was to lead us to Christ.

	Discussion Notes
	I. Tools:
1. Repeated/Key Words
	2. P&C
(Promises & Commands)
	3. Pronouns/Lists
	4. Flow of the Argument

	
	V22 Given – God is the actor
	The promises are given to those who believe, having faith in Jesus Christ not in their Law keeping.
	Two questions are answered: 1. the Law was given to shut up all men under sin and 2. the Law is the same as the promise to Abraham, namely inheritance by obeying, persevering faith in the perfect mediator, Jesus Christ.

	
	II. Key Questions: 
2. WHAT
	3.  WHY
	1. HOW
	III. Implications
(pattern of meaning)

	
	Then what is righteousness based on? V21-22 – faith in Christ
	Why was the Law given?
Lead us to faith in the perfect mediator – Christ!
	How is sin shown as utterly sinful? (see I.A.1 and 2 below)
	After saved, are you going back to the Law or are you married to another, namely Christ and Law is fruit?


	Arcing:
	Passage: 

	Question
	19Why the Law then?

	Answer
	Progression
	It was added because of transgressions, 

having been ordained through angels by the agency of a mediator, 

	
	Progression
	until the seed would come to whom the promise had been made.

	
	Main
	20Now a mediator is not for one party only;

	
	Inference
	
whereas God is only one.

	Question
	21Is the Law then contrary to the promises of God?
 [e.g. Abraham’s promise?]

	Answer
	May it never be!

	Ground
	-
	If
	For if a law had been given which was able to impart life,

	
	
	Then
	then righteousness would indeed have been based on law.

	
	+
	Action
	22But the Scripture has shut up everyone under sin,

	
	
	Purpose
	
so that the promise by faith in Jesus Christ might be given to those who believe.


What is the purpose of the Law (why was the Law given to Moses)?

I. To shut up all men under sin (v22) (e.g. to silence any objection to the just punishment of Hell at the judgment day)


A.  Make sin utterly sinful – v19b - Rom 7:13 so that through the commandment sin would become utterly sinful


1.  The Law makes latent, hidden sin visible -  Rom 7:7 for I would not have known about coveting if the Law had not said, “YOU SHALL NOT COVET.”  “…when unregenerate people are confronted with the law, the law does not quench sin but enflames it.” The Law and Its Fulfillment: a Pauline Theology of Law, Thomas R. Schreiner, Baker Books 1993, p86


2.  The Law stirs up more sin – Rom 5:20 The Law came in so that the transgression would increase

B.  The Law is a mirror: (v22) (Gal 3:10c) it shows us our sin and falling short of the glory of God.  It shows us our need of a perfect Redeemer / Mediator to see a holy God and be saved from His wrath; “CURSED IS EVERYONE WHO DOES NOT ABIDE BY ALL THINGS WRITTEN IN THE BOOK OF THE LAW, TO PERFORM THEM.”
II. To lead us to Christ / to be married to another (v19c, 22b) – to cause the inheritance to be fulfilled not short of the Seed but through the Seed (next section of Galatians)
Q/Why was the Law NOT able to save?  Was it a problem with the good Law of God or the problem with us?
A/It is the problem with us.  When the holy law of God hits our flesh, we rebel.  Rom 7:8 But sin, taking opportunity through the commandment, produced in me coveting of every kind; for apart from the Law sin is dead.  The way to God through perfect “obedience of faith” was closed with first Adam when He sinned.  The problem is not with the Law.  It is with our sinful nature which we had imputed to us from Adam (Romans 5 argument).  After the garden, our only hope to get to God over the good Law (tracks of obedience), is that we need a Mediator, a Redeemer.  The Abrahamic Covenant and the Mosaic Law are both based on the obedience of faith, faith in a Mediator.

“For Paul, God’s transcendent purpose in giving the law was to increase sin, for the multiplication of transgressions would demonstrate that no one could be righteous through obeying the law.  Salvation is only through Jesus Christ.  Moreover, the power of God’s grace shines brighter when conquering human sin.  God’s grace in Christ triumphs over sin, assuring believers that the hope of victory in Christ is certain.” The Law and Its Fulfillment: a Pauline Theology of Law, Thomas R. Schreiner, Baker Books 1993, p91
Additional Reading: Love is a Fulfilling of the Law, Part 3, By John Piper August 7, 2005 Romans 13:8-10, www.desiringgod.org

	Outline:
“Seeing the forest while studying the trees”
	Headline Sentence:
What is the MAIN thing the author is saying in this passage?

	3. The Law WAS our tutor and given to cause the inheritance to be fulfilled not in the Law but through the Seed - Therefore we are not under law but IN Christ - 3:23-29
	Because we are IN Christ, the Law is no longer OVER us forcing obedience outside-in, but IN us and in our hearts.

	Discussion Notes
	I. Tools:
1. Repeated/Key Words
	2. P&C
(Promises & Commands)
	3. Pronouns/Lists
	4. Flow of the Argument

	
	Faith, law, tutor, Christ, all
	There is no distinction between heirs.

If you belong to Christ, you are Abraham’s descendants & heirs.
	The Law kept us in custody to lead us to Christ.  Now we are no longer under the Law.  Therefore, we are all equal as heirs.

	
	II. Key Questions: 
2. WHAT
	3.  WHY
	1. HOW
	III. Implications
(pattern of meaning)

	
	What is the END of the Law?  - Jesus, see footnote
	Why are we no longer under the law?  Because the person of whom the Law was written CAME!
	How are we heirs of Abraham’s promise? V29 – belonging to Christ not the Law directly nor Moses – see footnote
	God is a covenant keeping, promise keeping God.  He both commands obedience AND fulfills our requirement and causes us to have obedience of faith.  Rest in Him! Is 64:4


	Arcing:
	Passage: 

	Israel-Restraint w/ no inheritance

	Comparison
	Action
	Main
	23But before faith came, 
we were kept in custody under the law, 

being shut up to the faith 


which was later to be revealed.

	
	
	
	Inference
	24Therefore the Law has become our tutor
 to lead us to Christ,

	
	
	Result
	
so that we may be justified by faith.

	New Era for HS
	Comparison
	
	Temporal
	25But now that faith has come
,

	
	
	
	Main
	we are no longer under a tutor.

	
	
	
	Ground
	
26For you are all sons of God through faith in Christ Jesus.

	
	
	
	Ground
	

27For all of you who were baptized into Christ have clothed yourselves with Christ.

	Equality among heirs

	Series
	
	Series
	28There is neither Jew nor Greek,

	
	
	
	Series
	there is neither slave nor free man,

	
	
	
	Series
	there is neither male nor female;

	
	
	Ground
	Ground
	
for you are all one in Christ Jesus.

	
	
	
	If
	29And if you belong to Christ, 

	
	
	
	Then
	then you are Abraham’s descendants, heirs according to promise.


Christ is the goal / end of the Law – Rom 10:4 – it is CHRIST for righteousness that Israel missed.  He lived in perfect obedience of faith, thus fulfilling the requirements of the Law which is then imputed to me and my sin imputed to Christ (the curse of the Law that was on me for not perfectly obeying in faith). 10:4For Christ is the end of the law for righteousness to everyone who believes.  John 1:45 says that Jesus is clearly found in the Law.  
He is the one who the Law points and is written about.  Also in John 5:45 it says, “Do not think that I will accuse you before the Father; the one who accuses you is Moses, in whom you have set your hope. 46“For if you believed Moses, you would believe Me, for he wrote about Me. 47“But if you do not believe his writings, how will you believe My words?” also John 9:28  The Jewish leaders missed the point of the Law, namely JESUS is the point of the Law.  He is our perfect mediator in Whom is our faith and from Whom is His righteousness imparted to me.  2 Cor 1:20 makes the point that it is JESUS who is the AMEN of God, fulfilling the conditional requirements of the Abrahamic Covenant (and restatement of the Abrahamic covenant in the Mosaic) for us, a people who could do nothing but fail.  Duet 27:15 and Joshua 8:30-35 recount the story when the Israelites were to affirm the Covenant with an AMEN.  They failed and were exiled, but JESUS did not fail and is our AMEN!  Making all the promises of God (i.e. the Promises to Abraham) a YES for me!
Where is Jesus written about in the OT?

The Reformation Study Bible points to a couple specific passages: Numbers 21:9 with the snake on the pole to heal those bitten by the poisonous snakes if they looked on the bonze snake, or a picture of looking to Jesus on the cross.  Moses also says in Duet 18:15 that “The LORD your God will raise up for you a prophet like me from among you, from your countrymen, you shall listen to him.”  This is Christ.
Dead to the Law and Married to Another (Romans 7:4): out of our union with Christ, we live holy.  We do not return to the Law after we are saved to use God to now obey the Law.  We are married to Christ and the fruit of that union is joyful, burden-less, obedience to the Law (e.g. 10 commandments as fruit).  So go to Christ!  7:4 Therefore, my brethren, you also were made to die to the Law through the body of Christ, so that you might be joined to another, to Him who was raised from the dead, in order that we might bear fruit for God.
	Outline:
“Seeing the forest while studying the trees”
	Headline Sentence:
What is the MAIN thing the author is saying in this passage?

	4. The Law was Israel’s “guardian and manager” until Christ / the Holy Spirit came - 4:1-11
	Do not turn back to demons again and their subtle message of legalism – you are sons and heirs not slaves!

	Discussion Notes
	I. Tools:
1. Repeated/Key Words
	2. P&C
(Promises & Commands)
	3. Pronouns/Lists
	4. Flow of the Argument

	
	· elemental things v3 and v9
· Sons - heirs
	Promise / Hope: we are not slaves earning wages from God; we are sons and daughters who are heirs!
	Let me illustrate again our union with Christ in 2:20: it is like being a son not a slave, an heir not a worker; don’t turn back to the demon’s message that climbing the ladder of the Law pleases God – in fact, it is slavery not sonship.

	
	II. Key Questions: 
1. WHAT
	2.  WHY
	3. HOW
	III. Implications
(pattern of meaning)

	
	What is the message of demons? Use the Law as a ladder to make God your debtor v10
	Why was Jesus born under the Law? To redeem us under the Law and make us heirs (v5)
	How do we know we are sons? V6 the Holy Spirit is in us and causes us to cry “Daddy”
	Do we live confidently like a child of the King, Who owns all things and rules all after His will?

	Arcing:
	Passage: 

	Series (Law = tutor 3:24, now Law = guardian and managers 4:2)
 
	Main
	Comparison
	1Now I say, as long as the heir is a child, 

	
	
	Main
	he does not differ at all from a slave


	
	
	Concessive
	although he is owner of everything,

	
	
	
	2but he is under guardians and managers until the date set by the father.

	
	
	Comparison (-)
	3So also we, while we were children
, were held in bondage under the elemental things of the world. [elemental spirits of the universe – RSV]

	
	
	+
	4But when the fullness of the time came
,

	
	
	Action
	God sent forth His Son, born of a woman, born under the Law,

	
	
	Purpose
	5so that He might redeem those who were under the Law,

	
	
	Result
	
that we might receive the adoption as sons.

	
	
	Ground
	6Because you are sons,

	
	
	Main (ground)
	God has sent forth the Spirit of His Son into our hearts, crying, “Abba! Father!”


	
	Infer
	Progression
	7Therefore you are no longer a slave, but a son; 

	
	
	Progression
	and if a son, then an heir through God.

	Comparison: warning-you are not acting like sons
	-
	Concessive
	8However at that time, when you did not know God,

	
	
	Main
	you were slaves to those which by nature are no gods.


	
	+
	9But now that you have come to know God, 
or rather to be known by God,


	
	
	Question / Idea
	how is it that you turn back again to the weak and worthless elemental things
, [elemental spirits – RSV, the “no gods” vs. 8?] to which you desire to be enslaved all over again? 

	
	
	Explanation
	10You observe days and months and seasons and years.


	
	
	Inference
	11I fear for you, 

	
	
	
	
that perhaps I have labored over you in vain.


	Outline:
“Seeing the forest while studying the trees”
	Headline Sentence:
What is the MAIN thing the author is saying in this passage?

	(parenthesis: time out) a personal plea 4:12-20
	Become as I am, namely, Christ formed in me

	Discussion Notes
	I. Tools:
1. Repeated/Key Words
	2. P&C
(Promises & Commands)
	3. Pronouns/Lists
	4. Flow of the Argument

	
	Contrast - Paul: bodily weak v13-14 but Christ is central
Judaisers: bodily strong v17 but Christ-less
	C-Become as I am v12


	Personal appeal reminding them of how he came to them and shared the gospel, and their love for him and trust in him.  He moves to confront them that they are being deceived by false teachers who seek their own flattery. Tone: exasperation

	
	II. Key Questions: 
1. WHAT
	2.  WHY
	3. HOW
	III. Implications
(pattern of meaning)

	
	· What is the contrast between how Paul and Judaisers interact with the Galatians?

	· Why is Paul pleading?

A( vs. 15) They have lost that sense of blessing they had.
· Why does legalism remove the sense of blessing? 
A/V19 b/c it is not Christ for righteousness
	· How is Christ formed in me?
1. Holy Spirit doing it v6/19

2. hearing by faith 3:5/4:6
3. not by works of law 2:16

· How does Paul address their sin?

	· Men’s praise is addicting to our flesh v17


	Arcing:
	Passage: 

	Main
	12I beg of you, brethren, become as I am,

	Ground
	for I also have become as you are.


	Action
	+
	You have done me no wrong;

	Result
	-
	13but you know that it was because of a bodily illness that I preached the gospel to you the first time;

	
	-
	14and that which was a trial to you in my bodily condition 

	
	-
	you did not despise or loathe,

	
	+
	but you received me as an angel of God, as Christ Jesus Himself.

	Question
	15Where then is that sense of blessing you had?

	
	Ground / implied answer
	For I bear you witness that, if possible, you would have plucked out your eyes and given them to me.

	Question
	16So have I become your enemy by telling you the truth?

	-
	Action
	+
	17They eagerly seek you, 

	
	
	-
	not commendably, but they wish to shut you out

	
	Purpose
	so that you will seek them.

	+
	+
	Main
	18But it is good always to be eagerly sought in a commendable manner,

	
	-
	Temporal
	and not only when I am present with you.

	
	Main
	+
	19My children, with whom I am again in labor until Christ is formed in you—

	
	
	-
	20but I could wish to be present with you now and to change my tone,

	
	Ground
	for I am perplexed about you.


	Outline:
“Seeing the forest while studying the trees”
	Headline Sentence:
What is the MAIN thing the author is saying in this passage?

	5. The Law to Israel is like a Biblical illustration (flowing from the slave concept introduced in 4:1 and introducing the “freedom” concept in 5:1) – Sarah not Hagar 4:21-31
	Ishmael was born by human will and ingenuity, representing law as ladder-climbing leading to slavery; Isaac was born by a miracle, representing faith in Christ-for-righteousness leading to freedom and inheritance.

	Discussion Notes
	I. Tools:
1. Repeated/Key Words
	2. P&C
(Promises & Commands)
	3. Pronouns/Lists
	4. Flow of the Argument

	
	· Free = according to the promise/spirit
· Slave = according to the flesh
	C: cast out the ladder-climbing legalist v30
P: we are not children of a bondwoman, but of the free woman v31
	3. Lists: Hagar-law as ladder-slave VS. Sarah-law of faith in Christ-Heir; 4. Flow: Historically, Isaac was a miracle birth by God (faith) and Ishmael was born of self-reliance; Allegorically speaking, Ishmael then represents the Law as ladder leading to slavery and Isaac faith, leading to life.

	
	II. Key Questions: 
1. WHAT
	2.  WHY
	3. HOW
	III. Implications
(pattern of meaning)

	
	· What is true freedom?

· What part of freedom does the slave lack?

	Why are we to cast out the ladder-climbing legalist? V30 because that is not the way to the inheritance which is by faith not legalistic misuse of Law
	How were the boys born? Ishmael: by self-reliance on human resources v23 Isaac: by Divine, miraculous intervention through promise v23
	True freedom is in being a son not a slave – Christian hedonism is doing what you want AND/Because you desire the glory of God above all! (1 in the same)


	Arcing:
	Passage: 

	Idea
	Main
	Action
	21Tell me,

	
	
	Manner
	you who want to be under law,

	
	
	Question
	do you not listen to the law?

	
	Ground
	Ground
	22For it is written that Abraham had two sons, 


one by the bondwoman and one by the free woman.

	
	
	-
	23But the son by the bondwoman was born according to the flesh,

	
	
	+
	and the son by the free woman through the promise.


	Explanation
	Main
	24This [coming next] is allegorically speaking,

	
	Comparison - Hagar
	Ground
	for these women are two covenants: 


one proceeding from Mount Sinai bearing children who are to be slaves;

	
	
	Idea
	she is Hagar.

	
	
	Explanation
	25Now this Hagar is Mount Sinai in Arabia and corresponds to the present Jerusalem,

	
	
	Ground
	for she is in slavery with her children.

	
	Comparison - Sarah
	Comparison
	26But the Jerusalem above is free;

	
	
	Main
	she is our mother.

	
	
	Ground
	27For it is written,

	
	
	Series
	
“REJOICE, BARREN WOMAN WHO DOES NOT BEAR;

	
	
	Series
	
BREAK FORTH AND SHOUT, YOU WHO ARE NOT IN LABOR;

	
	
	Ground
	
FOR MORE NUMEROUS ARE THE CHILDREN OF THE DESOLATE


THAN OF THE ONE WHO HAS A HUSBAND.”

	
	
	Inference
	28And you brethren, like Isaac
, are children of promise.

	
	Inference
	Main
	29But as at that time he who was born according to the flesh persecuted him who was born according to the Spirit,

	
	
	Inference
	so it is now also.



	
	Action
	30But what does the Scripture say?

	
	Result
	Main
	
“CAST OUT THE BONDWOMAN AND HER SON,


	
	
	Ground
	
FOR THE SON OF THE BONDWOMAN SHALL NOT BE AN HEIR WITH THE SON OF THE FREE WOMAN.”

	
	
	Inference
	31So then, brethren, we are not children of a bondwoman, but of the free woman.


	Outline:
“Seeing the forest while studying the trees”
	Headline Sentence:
What is the MAIN thing the author is saying in this passage?

	C. The Crucified life results in freedom in Christ (not slavery and hell) (5:1-6)
	Continue to stand firm in the freedom of God’s grace or else if you return to the Law it will enslave and not save.


	Discussion Notes
	I. Tools:
1. Repeated/Key Words
	2. P&C
(Promises & Commands)
	3. Pronouns/Lists
	4. Flow of the Argument

	
	· Freedom, Christ, stand firm slavery, circumcision
	C: keep standing and not be slaves again v1
P: Christ set us free for freedom v1
	Keep standing in freedom.  If you do the works of Law and are circumcised, you must keep the whole law (which no one can do), you will be severed from Christ and NOT be saved.  Instead, by the spirit through faith wait in hope on God for the righteousness of Christ imputed to you.

	
	II. Key Questions: 
1. WHAT
	2.  WHY
	3. HOW
	III. Implications
(pattern of meaning)

	
	· What is freedom? 1. not using the Law TO GET justified. 2. living by the Spirit through faith waiting for the hope of righteousness which produces love.
· What is the harm of circumcision / returning to the Law? Hell v 4
	Why are they not saved? V5-6 through the flesh and by self-reliance they are climbing the ladder of moral excellence without love.
	How do we live? In freedom v1 through HS by faith v5 which produces love v6.
	The “Debtors ethic” (i.e. God saved me so the least I can do is serve Him) is sin.



	Arcing:
	Passage: 

	
	Main
	1It was for freedom that Christ set us free;

	
	Inference
	Series
	therefore keep standing firm

	
	
	Series
	and do not be subject again to a yoke of slavery.

	
	Idea
	If
	2Behold I, Paul, say to you that if you receive circumcision,

	-
	
	Then
	Christ will be of no benefit to you.

	
	Explan
	If
	3And I testify again to every man who receives circumcision,

	-
	
	Then
	that he is under obligation
 to keep the whole Law.

	-
	-
	Result
	4You have been severed from Christ,

	
	
	Action
	you who are seeking to be justified by law;

	-
	
	Result
	you have fallen from grace.

	+

	+
	Ground
	5For we through the Spirit, by faith, are waiting for the hope of righteousness.


	
	
	Ground
	6For in Christ Jesus neither circumcision nor uncircumcision means anything, 


but faith working through love.


	Outline: “Seeing the forest while studying the trees”
	Headline Sentence: What is the MAIN thing the author writes?

	1. Freedom matures Christians and enforces the stumbling block of Christ; 2. Freedom’s purpose is to love one another. 5:7-15
	Live free in Christ in the obedience of the stumbling block of the cross, not making an opportunity for the flesh, but in love serving one another from faith.

	Discussion Notes
	I. Tools:1. Repeated/Key Words
	2. P&C (Promises & Commands)
	3. Flow of the Argument
	III. Implications 

	
	You, brethren, who, freedom, one another, love
	C: do not turn your freedom into an opportunity to indulge the desires of the flesh

C: love one another which fulfills the law
	* You were running well in keeping your eyes solely on Christ – stay with it for it is a worthy thing for which to suffer as I am.
* You have been freed to love.
	Our indwelling sin will want to turn the freedom of the gospel into a license for sin.  But it is not a freedom TO sin – it is a freedom FROM sin (ironically sin IS bondage)

	
	II. Key Questions: 1. WHAT
	2.  WHY
	3. HOW
	4. HOW

	
	Q/ What is true love v13-14? A/ We love others when we stop using them to supply our own deficiencies and by Divine enablement build up deficiencies in others (Piper).
	Q/"Why should Paul command us to love if love is an inevitable result of faith (5:6), indeed, a fruit of God's Spirit (5:22)?" A/even though God is sovereign over his people and it is his Spirit that produces the fruit of love, nevertheless, God's means of doing his work includes human exhortation” (Piper).
	Q/ How does faith combine with works? A/ Faith does not work for God, but always trusts in God as the worker who meets our needs (Piper).  The kind of faith that is saving, connecting to Christ’s alien righteousness is 1. confessing, 2. obeying, and 3. enduring
	Q/How do we love our neighbors?  As ourselves (vs.14), by serving (vs. 13), in freedom/joy (vs. 13) – with a heart attitude that fulfills the law in a way that external behaviors alone without love cannot-1Cor 13


	Arcing:
	Passage: 

	Main
	Series (warning 1)
	
	7You were running well;

	
	
	Question
	who hindered you from obeying the truth?

	
	
	Answer
	8This persuasion
 did not come from Him who calls you.

	
	Series (warning 2)
	
	9A little leaven leavens the whole lump of dough.


	
	Idea
	10I have confidence in you in the Lord

	
	Explan
	+
	that you will adopt no other view;

	
	-
	but the one who is disturbing you will bear his judgment,

	
	
	whoever he is.

	
	+
	If
	11But I, brethren, if I still preach circumcision
,

	
	
	Then
	why am I still persecuted?

	
	
	Then
	Then the stumbling block
 of the cross has been abolished.

	Main
	12I wish that those who are troubling you would even mutilate
 themselves.

	Ground
	Ground
	13For you were called to freedom, brethren;

	
	-
	only do not turn your freedom into an opportunity for the flesh,

	
	+
	but through love serve one another.

	Ground
	+
	Ground
	14For the whole Law is fulfilled in one word, in the statement,

	
	
	
	 “YOU SHALL LOVE
 YOUR NEIGHBOR AS YOURSELF.”
 

	
	-
	If
	15But if you bite and devour one another, 

	
	
	Then
	take care that you are not consumed by one another.


	Outline:
“Seeing the forest while studying the trees”
	Headline Sentence:
What is the MAIN thing the author is saying in this passage?

	2. Part I: This power to love one another from freedom comes from the Spirit not the Law - 5:16-18
	Walk by the Spirit and you will not fulfill the desires of the flesh nor are you under the Law as a force for obedience from outside-in but rather inside-out.

	Discussion Notes
	I. Tools:
1. Repeated/Key Words
	2. P&C
(Promises & Commands)
	3. Pronouns/Lists
	4. Flow of the Argument

	
	· Led v18- passive
· Spirit v16,17,17,18

· Flesh v16,17,17

· Negatives: not, against, opposition
	C&P: (C) walk by the spirit, (P) and you will not carry out the desire of the flesh v16;
	By the Spirit you will not carry out the desires of the flesh and not be under the law.  (But you will be able to serve one another in love.)

	
	II. Key Questions
: 
1. WHAT
	2.  WHY
	3. HOW
	III. Application or Implication (pattern of meaning)

	
	Q/WHAT does it mean to walk by the spirit? A/ be led (passive) by the spirit v18, and have fruits produced by the spirit v22
	Q/WHY are we to walk by the Spirit? A/1. b/c we will not carry out the flesh’s desires v16, 2. we are not UNDER the law v18 because God's Spirit Creates Law-Fulfilling Fruit.
	Q/HOW do we walk by the Spirit? A/You allow the Spirit to control you by keeping your heart happy in God. Or to put it another way, you walk by the Spirit when your heart is resting in the promises of God.
	Q/HOW do we rest in the promises of God which makes us happy in Him? A/print out the promises, memorize them, talk about them to other, pray them, etc.


	Arcing:
	Passage: 

	
	+
	
	16But
 I say,

	Action
	walk by the Spirit,

	Result
	and you will not carry out the desire of the flesh
.

	Ground
	Concessive
	Ground
	17For the flesh sets its desire against the Spirit, and the Spirit against the flesh;

	
	
	Ground
	for these are in opposition to one another,

	
	
	Purpose
	so that you may not do the things that you please
.

	
	+
	If
	18But if you are led by the Spirit,

	
	
	Then
	you are not under the Law.


	Outline:
“Seeing the forest while studying the trees”
	Headline Sentence:
What is the MAIN thing the author is saying in this passage?

	3. Part II: Freedom means law keeping as fruit not work - 5:19-26
	The believer keeps the law through fruit produced by the Holy Spirit (since the flesh has been crucified, we are commanded to walk by the Spirit by the power of the Spirit, the same way the Spirit caused us to be saved).

	Discussion Notes
	I. Tools:
1. Repeated/Key Words
	2. P&C
(Promises & Commands)
	3. Pronouns/Lists
	4. Flow of the Argument

	
	· V24 have crucified – past tense
· Repeated: flesh, forewarn, Spirit, envying

· Key Words:  flesh, Spirit
	C: walk by the Spirit v25
C: do not become boastful v 26
	Lists: v19 – 15 deeds of the flesh; v22 – 9 fruits of HS; Flow: Be warned as you have been warned: you cannot practice the deeds of the flesh and inherit the kingdom of God.  If you belong to Christ, you have crucified these passions/desires of the flesh and the fruit of the Spirit (against which is there no law) will be produced as you walk by the Spirit so don’t boast.  It is His work.

	
	II. Key Questions: 
1. WHAT
	2.  WHY
	3. HOW
	III. Implications
(pattern of meaning)

	
	· Q/What is at stake if we do not walk by the Spirit? A/hell – v25 footnote
· Q/What are 4 ways God talks about His word/law so we don’t turn it to legalism (moral teaching)?

	Q/Why are the deeds of the flesh “works” and not fruit – they seem just as easy to produce?

Q/HOW do we continue in the HS? Col 1:9-10 says be filled with the knowledge of His God (from His word) SO THAT we walk holy like Gal 5:22-23.
	Q/How do we fight sin? A/start from a hope-filled foundation of right doctrine that my fleshly nature has been dealt the mortal blow once and for all - v24 - the fruit of the Spirit will be produced in us if we belong to Christ – v22-23
	How we live DOES matter!  
Are we serious about fighting sin or are we drifting in the ease of the “fruits” of our indwelling sin, demanding repayment from what the world “owes” us.  OR are we consumed with grace?


	Arcing:
	Passage: 

	-
	Action
	Idea

	19Now the deeds of the flesh are evident,

	
	
	Explan
	which are: immorality, impurity, sensuality, 20idolatry, sorcery, enmities, strife, jealousy, outbursts of anger, disputes, dissensions, factions, 21envying, drunkenness, carousing, and things like these,

	
	
	Explan
	of which I forewarn you, just as I have forewarned you,

	
	Result
	that those who practice such things 
will not inherit the kingdom of God.

	+
	22But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, 23gentleness, self-control;

	
	Against such things there is no law:  


	
	
	Inference
	24Now those who belong to Christ Jesus 
have crucified the flesh 

with its passions and desires.

	
	
	If
	25If we live by the Spirit,

	
	
	Then
	let us also walk
 by the Spirit.
 [e.g. not go back to Law thru self-determination]

	
	
	Inference
	26Let us not become boastful, 

challenging one another, 

envying one another.


	Outline:
“Seeing the forest while studying the trees”
	Headline Sentence:
What is the MAIN thing the author is saying in this passage?

	D. Part I: Because the works of the flesh lead to destruction (hell), we must lovingly bear one another’s burdens by 1. confronting our fellow believers out of willful, unrepentant sin.  6:1-5
	Bear one another’s burdens like Christ commands (one burden would be in confronting sin) in a spirit of gentleness not in a spirit of arrogance.

	Discussion Notes
	I. Tools:
1. Repeated/Key Words
	2. P&C
(Promises & Commands)
	3. Pronouns/Lists
	4. Flow of the Argument

	
	· Burden v2 – anything that threatens to ruin our joy and faith (both in tragedy or sin) – JP
· Idea of constantly examining yourself v,1,4

· Paul is addressing believers v1
	5 Commands to the spiritual one not to one fallen - vs 1 restore gently; v2 bear other’s burdens, v3 don’t be deceived, v4 examine your own work, v5 bear your load
	Flow: If you see a brother in sin gently restore him.  When you do, examine yourself and realize it is only by God’s grace that you not are committing the same sin or worse and ultimately God alone is the judge.

	
	II. Key Questions: 
1. WHAT
	2.  WHY
	3. WHO
	III. Implications
(pattern of meaning)

	
	Q/ What is the warning – not to confront sin or not to become proud in confronting sin?
A/ restore v2 – go, see 5 Commands in tool 2
	Q/ Why are we to confront?
A/ b/c 5:21 says that holiness matters - because the type of faith that saves professes, obeys, and perseveres to the end
	Q/ Who is in danger in this passage?  
A/ the one who is confronting his brother – pride that we have not fallen / are not falling / think we never will fall is tempting.
	How often am I looking to myself when I’m thinking about the sin in another’s life?  Most the time, I’m just thinking, how could they let this happen?  And, how often do I go to my brother and bear their burden and restore in gentleness?  (instead of devouring them with my words when I leave)  Am I serious about examining my own heart and life for the deceitful presence of sin?


	Arcing:
	Passage: 

	(Specific of v2)

	If
	1Brethren, even if anyone is caught in any trespass,

	
	Action
	Then

Idea
	[then] you 


who are spiritual
, 

restore
 such a one 


in a spirit of gentleness;

	
	
	Explan
	
each one looking to yourself,

	
	Result
	so that you too will not be tempted.

	
	MAIN (General)
	2Bear one another’s burdens, and thereby fulfill the law of Christ
.

	-
	Ground
	If
	
3For if anyone thinks he is something when he is nothing,

	
	
	Then
	

[then] he deceives himself.

	+
	Action
	
4But each one must examine his own work
,

	
	Result
	

and then he will have reason for boasting in regard to himself alone, 



and not in regard to another.

	
	Ground
	
5For each one will bear his own load
.


	Outline:
“Seeing the forest while studying the trees”
	Headline Sentence:
What is the MAIN thing the author is saying in this passage?

	D. Part II: Because the works of the flesh lead to destruction (hell), we must lovingly bear one another’s burdens by 2. giving our money to those who labor in preaching.  6:6-10
	Bearing one another’s burdens and fulfilling the law of Christ (love) includes giving money to the church to support the teaching elders.

	Discussion Notes
	I. Tools:
1. Repeated/Key Words
	2. P&C
(Promises & Commands)
	3. Pronouns/Lists
	4. Flow of the Argument

	
	· Sows vs. 7,8

· Reap vs. 7,8,9

· Good vs. 6,9,10
	C: v6: congregation pay the pastor; v7: don’t be deceived that God would be mocked on not giving; V9 don’t lose heart in doing good
V10: do good to others
P: v7: you reap what you sow
	List: v10: doing good to 1. all people 2. especially believers
Flow: Our pastors are teaching God’s Word, so we need to financially support them.  Don’t deceive yourselves into thinking that God doesn’t care how you spend your money – he will not be mocked.  How we live matters – holiness is a heaven or hell issue so keep persevering to the end showing love to others.

	
	II. Key Questions: 
1. WHAT
	2.  WHY
	3. HOW
	III. Implications
(pattern of meaning)

	
	Q/What is “all good things”? 

A/ vs. 6 sharing our money to meet the pastors’ financial needs

Q/What are the things we sow?

A/All our life’s choices / deeds


	Q/ Why must we sow in the spirit not in the flesh?

A/v7 b/c we reap what we sow and hell to those who sow by flesh

Q/Why do we have to KEEP doing good? True faith is persevering faith


	Q/How do we sow to eternal life?
A/v8 to the Spirit and by the Spirit.

Q/So, how do we walk by the Spirit? A/see 5:16-18 and/or footnote below

	The passage in chapter 6 mentions 2 acts of love, fulfilling the law of Christ (confront a caught brother and giving to pastors).  What other ways does the NT call us to love?


	Arcing:
	Passage: 

	Main
	6The one who is taught the word 

is to share
 all good things 


with the one who teaches him.

	Ground
	Series
	7Do not be deceived,

	
	Series
	God is not mocked
;

	
	Ground
	Action
	
for whatever a man sows,

	
	
	Result
	
this he will also reap
.

	
	
	(-)

Ground
	

8For the one who sows to his own flesh 



will from the flesh reap corruption,

	
	
	(+)

Ground
	

but the one who sows to the Spirit 



will from the Spirit reap eternal life.
 

	
	Series
	9Let us not lose heart in doing good,

	
	Ground
	Result (then)
	
for in due time we will reap

	
	
	Action (if)
	
if we do not grow weary. 

	Inference
	10So then, while we have opportunity, 

let us do good to 


all people, 


and especially to those 



who are of the household of the faith.


	Outline:
“Seeing the forest while studying the trees”
	Headline Sentence
:
What is the MAIN thing the author is saying in this passage?

	Conclusion: Judaisers are not part of the new creation -  6:11-18
	Peace and mercy is not found in pleasing men or living for the world but only by being a new creature who boasts only in the cross of Christ.  

	Discussion Notes
	I. Tools:
1. Repeated/Key Words
	2. P&C
(Promises & Commands)
	3. Pronouns/Lists
	4. Flow of the Argument

	
	Desire, flesh, circumcised, persecuted, cross of Christ, law, boast, new creation, will walk, rule, peace and mercy, Israel of God
	C: v17 – no one cause Paul trouble or despise his message
C: v16 – walk as the new creation

P: v16 – Rich peace  and mercy comes from our union with Christ
	Pronouns
: V16: THIS rule = the new creation = the promise made to Abraham by faith not works 3:7 = crucified / united with Christ 2:20
Flow: The Judaisers desire to please men for their own fleshly comfort and pride and then they boast that they have taught you to do the same.  This whole debacle is worth nothing.  Instead be like me and have your only boast in the cross of Christ through which the world has died to me and me to the world.  If you are a new creature (Israel of God) then you will keep walking by this rule of Christ.  This will bring you peace and mercy.

	
	II. Key Questions: 
1. WHAT
	2.  WHY
	3. HOW
	III. Implications
(pattern of meaning)

	
	Q/What results from this new rule / the new creation? A/Peace and mercy to you and the community of believers v16b
	Q/Why do Judaisers compel you to keep the law that they themselves can’t keep?  A/ to avoid persecution v12b and to feed their ego v13c
Q/Why is faith missing in v14?  One translation shows boast as “glory” – meaning that our faith (implied) has captured our passions, hope, and treasure (JP).
	Q/ How do we walk in peace?  

A/Live like who we are, the new creation, united with Christ, live by the Spirit (just like you were saved).
Q/How does the new creation occur? A/Not by circumcision v15 / works of the law, but by the spirit, hearing by faith 3:1-5 / being crucified with Christ 2:20 
	Do we realize that we will never truly fit in in this world v14?  Do we remind our spouses of this / train our kids to expect this?  We are foreigners belonging to a different kingdom AND rejoice, the King is our father!


	Arcing:
	Passage: 

	Series
	11See with what large letters I am writing to you 

with my own hand.


	(-)
	Action
	12Those 

who desire to make a good showing in the flesh 
try to compel you to be circumcised,

	
	Purpose
	simply so that they will not be persecuted for the cross of Christ.

	
	Ground
	Ground(+)
	13For those who are circumcised 
do not even keep the Law themselves,

	
	
	Action (-)
	but they desire to have you circumcised 

	
	
	Purpose
	so that they may boast in your flesh.

	(+)
	Main
	14But may it never be that I would boast, 


except in the cross
 of our Lord Jesus Christ, 



through which the world has been crucified to me, 



and I to the world.

	
	Ground
	Ground
	15For neither is circumcision anything, nor uncircumcision, but a new creation.

	
	
	Action
	16And those who will walk
 by this rule,

	
	
	Result
	peace and mercy be upon 


them, and


upon the Israel
 of God.

	Inference
	17From now on let no one cause trouble for me, 

	
	Ground
	for I bear on my body the brand-marks of Jesus.

	Series
	18The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with your spirit, brethren. Amen.


Appendix 1: The Law in the Old and New Testaments
What is role of the Law in the New Testament believer's life?  Error on this point is much of what Paul has been addressing in Galatians.  Certainly much has been written on this topic.  Douglas Moo has written a helpful article that helps frame much of this discussion
.  May we by grace continue to wrestle with what the Scriptures teach about this and all its implications in our lives.  Some quotes from that article follow: 
"First, I commend VanGemeren for insisting on the clear and unchanging standards of God's moral law.  In an era of 'alternative lifestyles" it is more important than ever that Christians cling tenaciously to the moral law of God as our absolute and unquestioned standard.  Second, I commend VanGemeren for maintaining the traditional Reformed separation between faith and the promise on one hand and works and the law on the other.  As I indicate in my essay, some Protestant scholars are now combining 'faith' and 'law' in such a way that endangers what I think is central to the New Testament teaching: that salvation is 'by faith alone' and 'by grace alone.'
The Mosaic commandments, then, are not directly applicable to us, but only as they are passed on to us by Christ.  He is the 'filter' through which the whole law must go, and it is he who determines which of those laws must still be followed and which ones need not be. 
[image: image4.wmf]Eternal moral law of God

Mosaic law 

-

for Israel 

(Containing both eternal moral law 

and temporally limited commands)

The 

“

law of Christ

”

–

for the church

As I argue elsewhere, some continuity between the Mosaic law and

the 

law of Christ is necessary to maintain.  This is what this line 

represents.


The 'law' under which Christians live is continuous with the Mosaic law in that God's eternal moral norms, which never change, are clearly expressed in both.  But there is discontinuity in the fact that Christians live under the 'law of Christ' and not under the Mosaic law.  Our source for determining God's eternal moral law is Christ and the apostles, not the Mosaic law or even the Ten Commandments.
Yes, Christ 'ends' the reign of the law, imposing his own law 'in place of' the law of Moses.  But in doing so, the New Testament stresses, he both brings that law its intended conclusion and goal and also takes up within his own teaching and reapplies to his followers portions of that law... I think that God pursues one program throughout salvation history.  The church is today the recipient not only of the blessings, but of the true fulfillment of both the Abrahamic covenant and of the Mosaic covenant.  Consequently, while law of Moses may no longer be a direct and immediate authority for the Christian, its teaching remains indirectly applicable to us through the 'fulfillment' of that law in Christ and his law."
Appendix 2: Are Christians going to be judged for their works?

Another way of asking this question is, “What is at stake if a believer does not want to live holy in this life? Is it a heaven or hell issue or is it just a matter of receiving less rewards in heaven?  To this end we have included two helpful articles on this topic.
The Final Divide: Eternal Life or Eternal Wrath, Part 2 - By John Piper December 6, 1998 

Romans 2:6-10

He will render to each one according to his works: to those who by patience in well-doing seek for glory and honor and immortality, he will give eternal life; but for those who are self-seeking and do not obey the truth, but obey unrighteousness, there will be wrath and fury. There will be tribulation and distress for every human being who does evil, the Jew first and also the Greek, but glory and honor and peace for everyone who does good, the Jew first and also the Greek. 

God's Judgment is Impartial

In Romans 1:18-3:19, Paul is laboring to show that Jews and Gentiles are all under the power of sin and that they will be without excuse at the judgment day if they do not receive the gift of God's righteousness by faith in Christ. Romans 3:9 is the key summary verse, "What then? Are we better than they? Not at all; for we have already charged that both Jews and Greeks are all under sin." The aim, according to Romans 3:19, is that "Every mouth may be closed and all the world may become accountable to God."

So Paul deals with the Gentiles in Romans 1:18-32, and shows that the whole world is without excuse before God because the truth is available and known, but suppressed and disobeyed. Then in Romans 2:1-5, Paul shows that those who have access to special revelation and can pass judgment on the immoral pagans are in the same trouble, because they judge others but do the same kinds of things themselves.

Now he comes to verses 6-10 and he describes the future judgment that every one of us - Jews and Gentiles - will face. And what he stresses is that the judgment will not be according to ethnic or religious background or knowledge. Because then God would have to be partial. But verse 11 says, "There is no partiality with God." Instead he says that judgment for eternal life and eternal wrath is "according to deeds." Let's read the exposition of verse 6 in the two pairs in verses 7-10.

[God] will render to each person according to his deeds: 7 to those who by perseverance in doing good seek for glory and honor and immortality, [he will render] eternal life; 8 but to those who are selfishly ambitious and do not obey the truth, but obey unrighteousness, [he will render] wrath and indignation. 9 There will be tribulation and distress for every soul of man who does evil, of the Jew first and also of the Greek, 10 but glory and honor and peace to everyone who does good, to the Jew first and also to the Greek.

So the main point is: Jews and Greeks (that is, "Gentiles") will get "eternal life" (verse 7), or "wrath and indignation" (verse 8) not in accord with Jewishness or any inherited distinctive, but "according to their works." Jews may go first into heaven and first into hell, but whether they go to the one or the other will be decided the same way for them as for everyone else. That's the main point of the text.

"According to Works" - What is Not in Question

But here's an urgent question. How does receiving eternal life or eternal wrath "according to works" fit with receiving eternal life by faith in Jesus Christ on the basis of God's righteousness, not ours? In general there are two possible answers to this question. But before I give them to you, let me make sure you see what is in question and what is not.

Here is what is not in question. We are not questioning whether we are justified, set right with God, and eternally secured not on the basis of our deeds, but on the basis of God's own righteousness imputed to us through our faith in Christ alone.

So, for example, Romans 3:28 says, "We maintain that a man is justified by faith apart from works of the Law." Faith is the bond that unites a person to Christ, who is himself the foundation of justification.

The key of faith is even clearer in Romans 4:5, "But to the one who does not work, but believes in [that is, "trusts," "has faith in"] Him who justifies the ungodly, his faith is credited as righteousness." So faith functions to unite us to Christ before we have the good deeds of godliness, and this faith is treated as if it were our righteousness because it unites us to God's righteousness.

Again Romans 5:1 says, "Therefore, having been justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ." So justification - getting right with God - is through faith, not deeds.

And finally, Romans 8:33-34 shows that what is at stake here is indeed the final judgment and eternal life, as in Romans 2:7. "Who will bring a charge against God's elect? [Future tense, namely, at the judgment day!] God is the one who justifies." In other words, no one is going to be able to override the judgment of God in declaring his elect ones acquitted on the basis of Christ's death for them. Then he states that basis in verse 34, "Who is the one who condemns? [implied: nobody! Why? Because . . .] Christ Jesus is He who died, yes, rather who was raised, who is at the right hand of God, who also intercedes for us." So the death of Christ in my place, and the justification (the righteousness God imputes) is the basis of the gift of eternal life, not our deeds.

That's what is not in question.

"According to Works" - What Is in Question

What is in question is how the judgment "according to works" here in Romans 2:6-10 fits together with that. I said that, in general, there are two possible answers to this question. One says that eternal life would be based on perfect obedience if anybody had it. But nobody does, and so the only way to eternal life is by faith in Christ. The other way says that God never promised eternal life on the basis of good deeds, but always makes good deeds the evidence of faith that unites us to God in Christ, who is the basis of eternal life.

Let me try to say it another way, using verse 7 in particular. Verse 7 says, "To those who by perseverance in doing good seek for glory and honor and immortality, [God will give] eternal life." What does that mean?

The first answer would say, it means that God would give eternal life on the basis of perfect obedience if anybody had it. But nobody does, and so the point of the verse is simply to stress the hopelessness of man without the gospel of grace.

The other answer would say, it means that God does indeed give eternal life to those who persevere in obedience not because this obedience is perfect or because it is the basis or the merit of eternal life, but because saving faith always changes our lives in the power of the Holy Spirit so that true believers persevere in doing good. In other words, a changed life of obedience to God's truth (verse 8) is not the basis of eternal life, but the evidence of authentic faith which unites us to Christ who is the basis of eternal life.

Now, I think this second way of viewing these verses is correct. This is why verse 6 says, "[God] will render to every person according to his deeds," not "on the basis of" his deeds, or "because of the merit of his deeds." Eternal life is always based on Jesus Christ and through our faith. But since faith, by the Holy Spirit, always sanctifies or changes us into the image of Christ (one degree at a time, 2 Corinthians 3:18), there will be deeds that "accord with" this saving faith. So while eternal life will be awarded only to believers, it will be awarded "according to" - there will be an accord with -their deeds. There will be a way of life that God can put on display to demonstrate to the world that this person's faith was real.

That's the way I understand these verses. Let me give you some reasons for this understanding.

Not Earned by Deeds

1. The first reason is simply that the verses don't look like they are hypothetical. They don't sound that way. They sound straightforward, to the effect that God gives eternal life - not that he would, but that he does - to those who have "perseverance in good work." This seems the most natural way to take the verses.

2. There is a clue in verses 4b-5 that Paul, in these verses, does not have perfect obedience in mind as the path to eternal life. ". . . not knowing that the kindness of God leads you to repentance? But because of your stubbornness and unrepentant heart you are storing up wrath for yourself in the day of wrath . . ." Notice the importance of repentance.

It's because they have unrepentant hearts that they are storing up wrath in the judgment. So if they had repentant hearts, they would not store up wrath at the judgment day. This is a pointer to the fact that Paul is not thinking in an all-or-nothing way about righteousness here. He is thinking that God is kind and merciful and willing to forgive people for their sins if they will repent and turn to him for mercy. He doesn't stress yet what the basis of that mercy is in Christ's death, but he does show that "perseverance in doing good" probably includes a repentant heart that depends on mercy for forgiveness for failures. That's the path to eternal life.

3. Consider Romans 6:22. Here Paul describes the Christian life and how it relates to holiness and eternal life. He says, "But now having been freed from sin and enslaved to God, you derive your benefit [literally: you have your fruit], resulting in sanctification [or holiness], and the outcome [the goal, telos], eternal life." Now notice how eternal life is related to the life of a believer. It is the goal or the "outcome." Of what? Of being enslaved to God (by faith, I would argue) which yields the fruit of holiness.

This is very close to what Romans 2:7 says. There it says that God will give eternal life to those who persevere in good work. Here it says that eternal life is the outcome of the holiness that comes from being freed from sin and enslaved to God.

4. Consider Romans 8:12-13. "So then, brethren, we are under obligation, not to the flesh, to live according to the flesh - for if you are living according to the flesh, you must die; but if by the Spirit you are putting to death the deeds of the body, you will live." What is at stake here? What is at stake is death and life, and the meaning is clearly spiritual and eternal, not temporal - because people die and live temporally on a very different basis from what these verses say. So they are describing the path that leads to eternal life.

And what is it? Verse 13: "If you are living [this is actual lived-out behavior in view] according to the flesh, you must die; but if by the Spirit you are putting to death the deeds of the body [notice that the issue is a practical battle with sin in our bodily life], you will live." So the point again is the same as Romans 2:7. There it says that God will give eternal life to those who persevere in doing good; here is says that God will give eternal life to those who put to death the deeds of the body. That is how we persevere in doing good. We live by the Spirit through faith. The good deeds don't earn eternal life. They are the fruit of depending on the power of the Spirit in faith.

5. Finally, consider Galatians 6:8-9. Galatians is the book closest to Romans in the argument it develops about justification by faith. So we are in the same orbit of thought. As I read these two verses, watch for how eternal life comes to Christians. Paul is speaking to the church: "The one who sows to his own flesh will from the flesh reap corruption [the opposite of immortality], but the one who sows to the Spirit [see Romans 8:13] will from the Spirit reap eternal life. Let us not lose heart in doing good, for in due time we will reap [eternal life] if we do not grow weary."

This is virtually identical in thought to Romans 2:7. There God gives eternal life to those who persevere in doing good. Here in verse 9, if we don't "lose heart in doing good" (which is the same as "persevering in doing good") we will reap. Reap what? Verse 8: "The one who sows to the Spirit will from the Spirit reap eternal life."

Now, in none of these texts does it say that eternal life is earned by or merited by or based on good deeds. They simply say, in effect, that the final verdict of eternal life will accord with good deeds. They go together. And the reason they go together is not that works has replaced faith or that merit has replaced grace, but because the gospel of justification by faith is the power of God unto salvation. It is not a weak thing. The gospel does not come into a life and leave it under the dominion of sin. It comes in the power of the Holy Spirit. And where it is believed, trusted and cherished, it produces what Paul calls "the obedience of faith" (Romans 1:5; 16:26). And eternal life always accords with that.

Trust Christ to Bring You to the Father

The implication of this is plain: Tremble at the magnitude of what is at stake in your life! And trust Christ to bring you to the Father. And do you see what that implies?

1. One of the reasons there is false faith is that some people think they are trusting Christ to bring them to the Father, when they don't even want the Father. They want their sins forgiven and they want to escape hell, but they don't want God. They don't love him. The very notion of knowing him and loving and wanting him above all things is foreign to them. So they may say that they are trusting Christ to bring them to the Father, but, in fact, they are trying to use Christ to get the gifts of God, not God. Don't do that. Love God. Want God. Cherish God. Delight in God. God himself is the Content and Goal of saving faith.

2. Finally, when you trust Christ to bring you to the Father, you trust him to enable you to do whatever it takes to get to the Father. If there are good deeds that need to be done, you don't turn from faith to works. You lean all the more on Christ who will work in you what is pleasing in God's sight. When he died for you, he bought not only justification, but sanctification. If holiness is needed, holiness will be given to those who trust him.

Trust him.
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We Will All Stand Before the Judgment of God

By John Piper October 30, 2005 

Romans 14:10-13

Why do you pass judgment on your brother? Or you, why do you despise your brother? For we will all stand before the judgment seat of God; for it is written, “As I live, says the Lord, every knee shall bow to me, and every tongue shall confess to God.” So then each of us will give an account of himself to God. Therefore let us not pass judgment on one another any longer, but rather decide never to put a stumbling block or hindrance in the way of a brother. 

More is at stake in Romans 14 than whether we treat each other lovingly when we disagree about what to eat or drink or what days to celebrate. Those are the surface issues. 

We saw them in Romans 14:1-2, “As for the one who is weak in faith, welcome him, but not to quarrel over opinions. One person believes he may eat anything, while the weak person eats only vegetables.” We saw them again in verse 5, “One person esteems one day as better than another, while another esteems all days alike. Each one should be fully convinced in his own mind.” We will see them again in verse 21, “It is good not to eat meat or drink wine or do anything that causes your brother to stumble.” 

Question: What’s the Big Deal?

Paul’s burden, at one level, is that we not judge and despise each other because of these disagreements. Verse 3: “Let not the one who eats despise the one who abstains, and let not the one who abstains pass judgment on the one who eats.” It all seems at first a little superficial, external, minor, unimportant—meat, vegetables, days, wine? What’s the big deal? Why bother with these non-essentials? Is Paul coming in for a landing here toward the end of the book and trying to just smooth out a few remaining relational bumps? 

Up till now there have been a few hints that more is at stake than relational smoothing. Paul has elevated the whole thing immensely by introducing the most weighty truths about God and Christ and salvation. In verse 3 he tells us not to judge the weak because “God has welcomed him”—the doctrine of justification by faith not by meat and vegetables. In verse 4 he says “It is before his own master that he stands or falls”—the doctrine of the final judgment with the ominous words of standing or falling. Then he adds the doctrine of God’s persevering grace in verse 4b: “And he will be upheld, for the Lord is able to make him stand.” And then in verse 8 he relates the issue of meat and vegetables and days and wine to life and death and the death and resurrection of Christ: “If we live, we live to the Lord, and if we die, we die to the Lord. So then, whether we live or whether we die, we are the Lord’s.” 

Answer: Eternal Life Is at Stake

All this is a bit unsettling. Paul, why so serious about meat and vegetables and days and wine? The answer to this is shocking and controversial. In Paul’s mind what is at stake in this chapter is the eternal life. He foresees the possibility that some professing believers—in the judgment of charity he calls brothers—could be destroyed if the church does not learn how to love each other in these minor issues of conscience. 

I will only point to this today and take it up more fully in the next two messages, Lord willing. But I want you to feel the weight of what Paul sees at stake in these verses. Just look briefly at verse 20: “Do not, for the sake of food, destroy the work of God.” And verse 23: “But whoever has doubts is condemned if he eats.” Those are very serious words: “to be destroyed” and “to be condemned.” 

I am going to try to show in the weeks to come that Paul’s point is this: If we play fast and loose with each other’s conscience so that we cause others to act against their conscience and take lightly whether they act with assurance of conviction, then we may lead someone to become spiritually calloused and to forsake the faith and perish. It’s the same concern Paul has in 1 Timothy 1:19 where he urges Timothy to go on “holding faith and a good conscience.” And then he adds with utter seriousness, “By rejecting this [a good conscience with faith], some have made shipwreck of their faith.” That’s what is at stake in Romans 14. 

It raises the question of eternal security—which I believe in. It raises the question of the certain, saving effectiveness of the cross of Christ—which I believe in. So I hope you will press on with me in these next weeks. How we love each other in regard to non-essential differences is an essential issue. It can lead a person to heaven or to hell. 

Today we take verses 10-13 and watch Paul deal with this huge issue of how to deal with non-huge things. He gives a command or exhortation negatively. Then he gives an argument for it. And then he gives the same command only makes it positive as well as negative. Let’s look at those three steps. 

The Negative Command: Do Not Judge or Despise Your Brother 

First the command in verse 10: “Why do you pass judgment on your brother? Or you, why do you despise your brother?” Now those are questions, but the point of the exhortation is clear: “Don’t pass judgment on your brother and don’t despise your brother.” He already said this in verse 3: “Let not the one who eats despise the one who abstains, and let not the one who abstains pass judgment on the one who eats.” So the issue is judging and despising because of disagreements on non-essential things like meat and vegetables. Some believe they are free in Christ to eat anything. Others disagree. 

I take this judgment (“Why do you pass judgment on your brother?”) to mean, first, don’t be critical of your fellow believer without the manifest affirmation of brotherly affection. In other words, I am leaving room for the biblical admonitions to correct and admonish and rebuke each other (2 Timothy 2:25; 1 Thessalonians 5:14; 2 Timothy 4:2). And, second, I take it to mean, don’t judge your brothers to be unbelievers because of these non-essential things. 

And then I take this despising (“Why do you despise your brother?”) to mean, don’t treat your brother scornfully and without brotherly affection. And don’t give the impression they are not “believers.” The word “brother” in verse 10 is meant to make us feel the affection that should be there in our interactions. 

So the command is clear: Don’t judge or despise your fellow believers by treating them as unbelievers or by being critical of them without brotherly affection. In other words, when judgment is needed—that is, correction or admonition or rebuke—do it the way Paul says to do it in Galatians 6:1 and the way Jesus says to do it in Matthew 7:5. Paul said, “Brothers, if anyone is caught in any transgression, you who are spiritual should restore him in a spirit of gentleness. Keep watch on yourself, lest you too be tempted.” That is exactly what Jesus meant when he said, “First take the log out of your own eye, and then you will see clearly to take the speck out of your brother’s eye.” We all know from the Bible that we must make judgments about good and bad and right and wrong and helpful and unhelpful wise and foolish and kindness and cruelty. But there is a way to do this that is not judgmental. So that is Paul’s command in verse 10a. 

The Argument: You Will All Be Judged by God According to Your Works

Now comes the support for this—the argument. Verse 10b-12: “Why do you pass judgment on your brother? Or you, why do you despise your brother? [That is, don’t do it!] For we will all stand before the judgment seat of God; 11 for it is written, “As I live, says the Lord, every knee shall bow to me, and every tongue shall confess to God.” 12 So then each of us will give an account of himself to God.” So two times he says we will be judged by God: Verse 10b: “For we will all stand before the judgment seat of God.” And verse 12: “So then each of us will give an account of himself to God.” And in between he supports this with an Old Testament quote from Isaiah 45:23 in verse 11: “For it is written, ‘As I live, says the Lord, every knee shall bow to me, and every tongue shall confess to God.’” 

What Paul stresses in these verses is “every” and “each.” Verse 10b: “We will all stand before the judgment seat of God.” And the “all” is emphatic at the front of the sentence in the original language. Then verse 11, “Every knee shall bow to me, and every tongue shall confess to God.” Not some, but every. Then verse 12, “So then each of us will give an account of himself to God.” Each and every and all. That’s the stress. And it means that every person in the sound of my voice, as a single individual, will give a personal account of your life to God. 

You will stand before the judgment seat (bëmati) of God. Just as Paul stood before the “judgment seat” (bëma) of Galio in Corinth, and just as he stood before the “judgment seat” (bëmatos) of Festus in Caesarea, so you and I will stand before the judgment seat of the Creator of the universe. You are not a statistic. You were created personally by God for a reason. And you will give an account of how you fulfilled his purpose for you on earth—namely, to trust him and love him and obey him and display his excellence in the world. You will give an individual account to God. 

There are several pictures of this final judgment in the New Testament. Let’s look at one so that we can feel, I pray, the weight of it so that it will have the effect Paul wants it to have. Here is Revelation 20:12-15. Notice that there are books with our deeds written in them, and there is another book of life with the names of all those who are in Christ—the book of the Lamb who was slain (Revelation 13:8). 

And I saw the dead, great and small, standing before the throne, and books were opened. Then another book was opened, which is the book of life. And the dead were judged by what was written in the books, according to what they had done. 13 And the sea gave up the dead who were in it, Death and Hades gave up the dead who were in them, and they were judged, each one of them, according to what they had done. 14 Then Death and Hades were thrown into the lake of fire. This is the second death, the lake of fire. 15 And if anyone’s name was not found written in the book of life, he was thrown into the lake of fire. 

There are books in heaven with the deeds of all human beings recorded. We are all judged according to those books. But only those whose names are in the Lamb’s book of life escape the lake of fire. What does that mean? I think it means, first, that no one will be saved because of their deeds. If a person does not belong to Christ—if a person has not trusted in the blood of the Lamb, the Son of God, so that he is in Christ, clothed with Christ’s righteousness—then the books are books of condemnation. Only condemnation. As Paul said, “None is righteous, no, not one” (Romans 3:10). No one is saved by the record of his deeds. 

But does that mean that the books are useless when it comes to the judgment of those whose names are in the book of life? I don’t think so. When Paul says in Romans 2:6, “[God] will render to each one according to his works,” he does not mean that works save us; but that works confirm that we are saved. Fruit does not make a tree good. Fruit shows that the tree is good. For the believer whose name is written in the book of life, the other books become books of confirmation, not book of condemnation. 

That does not mean that there will be more good works than bad works in the books for the believers. That certainly was not true of the thief on the cross. It means that there will be recorded there the kind of change that shows the reality of faith—the reality of regeneration. There will be enough evidences of grace that God will be able to make a public display of what is in the books to verify the born-again reality of those written in the book of life. No one is saved on the basis of his works. But everyone who is saved does new works. Not perfectly, but with humble longing for more holiness. 

So Paul is saying: Don’t judge your brother and don’t despise your brother because you will all be judged according to your works. The way you treated your brother will be written down and in the end brought out to show whether you were born again and trusted Christ. Were you judgmental or merciful? When James says, in James 2:13, “Judgment is without mercy to one who has shown no mercy. Mercy triumphs over judgment,” what he means is what Jesus meant when he said, “Blessed are the merciful, for they will receive mercy” (Matthew 5:7), and when he said, “Forgive us our debts, as we also have forgiven our debtors” (Matthew 6:12), and when he said, “With the judgment you pronounce you will be judged, and with the measure you use it will be measured to you” (Matthew 7:2). 

When your life extends and channels the forgiving grace of God in Christ to others, it’s plain that you are the recipient of the forgiving grace of Christ (Luke 7:47-50; Ephesians 4:32). The merciful will receive mercy in the judgment, not because mercy earns mercy, but because treating others with the mercy of Christ shows you have received and trusted the mercy of Christ. Your name is in the book. 

But if you judge and judge and judge with no brotherly affection, or if you despise your fellow believer with no brotherly affection—if you are not driven by mercy and the desire to forgive—then you should tremble and seek to confirm by faith in Christ that your name is written in the book of life. 

I close by repeating the negative commandment and giving its positive expression. Verse 13: “Therefore let us not pass judgment on one another any longer”—that’s the negative restatement of verse 10. Now notice the way Paul states the positive alternative. “But rather decide [the word is “judge”!] never to put a stumbling block or hindrance in the way of a brother.” 

The Positive Command: Love Your Brother

Paul turns the table on “judging” by using the word “judge” in this positive way: Don’t “judge” each other, but let us “judge” among all the possible ways of relating to each other and choose this one: Do nothing to cause your brother to stumble or be hindered on his way to heaven. Simply put: love your brother, don’t judge him. You may have to correct him or admonish him or rebuke him. But let your brotherly affection show. Help him get to heaven, don’t make it harder. And whatever you do, don’t destroy him. To that we turn next week. 

For now, Bethlehem, don’t stand in judgment on each other over non-essentials—meat, vegetables, days, wine, etc. Rather let everyone of us, because of the overwhelming mercy and grace and patience we have received through the blood of Christ, decide this—judge this—never put a stumbling block or a hindrance in the way of a brother. 

Amen.
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Appendix 3: Arcing – The 18 Propositions
The 18 Propositions: A proposition makes a statement about something (i.e. I ate).  A proposition always has a SUBJECT and a VERB.  The first 3 propositions COORDINATE, in that each contributes separately to the flow of what the author is saying.  The other 15 propositions are all SUBORDINATE, in that they further define another proposition.  They can be grouped 3 types of subordinate propositions: subordinate propositions that RESTATE the main clause, subordinate propositions that make a DISTINCT statement about the main clause, or subordinate propositions that support the main clause by making a CONTRARY statement.  Setting forth and tracing the building blocks help us to see the reasoning, logic, and flow of an argument.  Interpreting the Pauline Epistles, Dr. Thomas Schreiner, Baker Book House
	Type
	Name
	Definition
	Key Words
	Example 1
	Example 2

	Coordinate
	one proposition does not support the other, but each makes its own contribution in the whole
	1.

Series
	Each proposition makes its own independent contribution to a whole - Main clauses are COEXISTING
	And, moreover, furthermore, likewise, neither, nor, etc. 
	(series) The sun will be darkened,

(series) And the moon will not give its light,

(series) And the stars will fall from heaven,

(series) And the powers of the heaven will be shaken. Mt. 24:29
	(series) For everyone who asks receives,

(series) and he who seeks finds, 

(series) and to him who knocks it will be opened. Matt 7:8

	
	
	2. Progression
	Like series, but each proposition is a further step toward a climax - Main clauses are CLIMAXING
	Then, and moreover, furthermore, etc. 
	(progression) Those whom he predestined he also called;

(progression) And those whom he called he also justified;

(progression) And those whom he justified, he also glorified.” Rom 8:30
	(progression)  The soil produces crops by itself; 

(progression) first the blade, then the head, then the mature grain in the head.

Mk. 4:28

	
	
	3. Alternative
	Each proposition expresses a different possibility arising from a situation. Main clauses are CONTRASTING
	Or, but, while, on the other hand, etc.
	(alternative) Some were convinced

(alternative) While others disbelieved. Acts 28:24
	(alternative) “These are not the sayings of one demon-possessed. 

(alternative) A demon cannot open the eyes of the blind, can he?” Jn 10:20-21

	Subordinate
	Support by RESTATEMENT
	1. 

Action - Manner
	The statement of an action, and then a more precise statement which indicates the way or manner in which this action is carried out
	In that, by, etc. 

(in Greek it is the adverbial participle of means that distinguishes this from Idea – Explanation)
	(action-main clause) God has not left himself without a witness

(manner-subordinate clause) In that he gave you from heaven rains and fruitful seasons. Acts 28:24
	(action-main clause) He emptied Himself, 

(manner-subordinate clause) taking the form of a bond-servant, and being made in the likeness of men. Phil 2:7

	
	
	2. Comparison
	The relationship between statements expressing an action clearer by showing what it is like.
	Even as, as…so, like just as
	(comparison) As my Father has sent me,

(main clause) So I send you.  John 20:21
	(main clause) Be imitators of me,

(comparison) just as I also am of Christ.

1 Cor 11:1

	
	
	3. 

Negative - Positive
	The relationship between two alternatives, on of which is denied so that the other is enforced - contrasting statements
	Not…but
	(-) (main clause) Do not be foolish,

(+) (adversative clause) But understand what the will of the Lord is.  Eph 5:17
	(-) (main clause) He does not give help to angels, 

(+) (adversative clause) but He gives help to the descendant of Abraham. Heb 2:16

	
	
	4. 

Idea - Explanation
	The relationship between an original statement and one clarifying its meaning (may only clarify one word from the main clause)
	That is
	(idea–main clause) Jacob supplanted me these two times;

(explanation) He took away my birthright and (explanation) now he has taken away my blessing. Gen 27:36
	(idea–main clause) 6I am amazed that you are so quickly deserting Him…for a different gospel; 

(explanation) 7which is really not another; Gal 1:6-7

	
	
	5. 

Question – Answer
	Statement of question and answer to that question
	Look for the question mark
	(question) What does Scripture say?

(answer-main clause) Abraham believed God…Rom 4:3
	(question) Are we to continue in sin so that grace may increase?  Rom 6:1-2
(answer-main clause) 2May it never be! 


	Type
	Name
	Definition
	Key Words
	Example 1
	Example 2

	Subordinate
	Support by DISTINCT statement
	1. 

Ground
	The relationship between a statement and the argument or reason for the statement (supporting proposition FOLLOWS)
	For, because, since, etc.

(In Ground, the conclusion comes first)
	(main clause) Blessed are the poor in spirit,

(ground) For there is the kingdom of God
Matt 5:3
	(if) But if they do not have self-control, 

(then) let them marry; (If/Th main clause)

(Ground) for it is better to marry than to burn with passion (1 Cor 7:9)

	
	
	2. 

Inference
	The relationship between a statement and the argument or reason for the statement (supporting proposition PRECEEDS)
	Therefore, wherefore, consequently, accordingly, etc. (In Inference, the conclusion comes second)
	(main clause) The end of all things is at hand,

(inference) Therefore be sensible and sober in prayer. 1 Pet 4:7
	(-) consider yourselves to be dead to sin, (Rom 6:11-12) (+&- = main clause) 

(+) but alive to God in Christ Jesus.

(inference) 12Therefore do not let sin reign in your mortal body 

	
	
	3. 

Action - Result
	The relationship between an action and a consequence or result which accompanies that action
	So that, that, with the result that
	(action) There arose a great storm in the sea, 

(result) so that the boat was being swamped by the waves. Matt 8:24
	(action) For God so loved the world, (result) that He gave His only begotten Son.  John 3:16

	
	
	4. 

Action - Purpose
	The relationship between an action and the one that is intended to come as a result.
	In order that, so that, that, with a view to, to the end that, lest
	(action) Humble yourselves under God’s mighty hand

(purpose) That he may lift you up.

1 Pet 5:6
	(action) For I long to see you 

(purpose) so that I may impart some spiritual gift to you. Rom 1:11

	
	
	5. Conditional

(if-then)
	This is like Action-Result except that the existence of the action is only potential
	If…then, provided that, except
	(if-conditional clause) If you are led by the spirit,

(then-main clause) You are not under the law. Gal 5:18
	(if) Brethren, even if anyone is caught in any trespass, 

(then) you who are spiritual, restore such a one in a spirit of gentleness. Gal 6:1)

	
	
	6. 

Temporal
	The relationship between the main proposition and the occasion when it can occur
	When, whenever, after, before
	(temporal clause) When you fast,

(main clause) Do not look gloomy. (Matt. 6:16)
	(main clause) Blessed are you 

(temporal) when men hate you. Luke 6:22

	
	
	7. 

Locative
	The relationship between a proposition and the place where it can be true
	Where, wherever
	(locative) Where two or three are gathered together in my name,

(main clause) there I am in their midst (Matt 18:20)
	(main clause) Now the Lord is the Spirit, 

(locative) and where the Spirit of the Lord is, there is liberty. (2 Cor 3:17

	
	
	8. 

Bilateral
	A bilateral proposition supports two other propositions, one preceding and one following
	Same conjunctions as Ground and Inference
	(main) Let the nations be glad and sing for joy,

(bilateral phrase) For you will judge the peoples with uprightness and guide the nations on the earth.  

(main clause) Let the peoples praise you, O God.  Ps 67:4-5
	(main clause) for you who judge practice the same things. 

(bilateral) 2And we know that the judgment of God rightly falls upon those (Rom 2:1b-2)

(main clause) who practice such things.

	
	Support by CONTRARY statement
	1. Concessive
	The relationship between a main clause and a contrary statement
	Although…yet, although, yet, nevertheless, but however
	(concessive) Although he was a Son,

(main clause) he learned obedience from what he suffered. Heb 5:8
	(concessive) for if you were to have countless tutors in Christ, 

(main clause) yet you would not have many fathers. 1 Cor 4:15

	
	
	2. 

Situation - Response
	The relationship between a situation in one clause and a response in another
	
	(situation) How often would I have gathered your children together as a hen gathers her brood under her wings,

(response) And you would not. Matt 23:37
	(situation) I did one deed,

(response) and you all marvel. John 7:21


Appendix 4: Arcing – Three Examples

One of the most challenging parts of the exegetical process is the reconstruction of the argument used by Paul [and others].  In this step the interpreter asks questions about the function of different propositions in the text until he or she can see how the entire paragraph or letter fits together…The ability to [sentence] diagram the text and the ability to follow an argument go hand in hand…I am convinced that tracing the structure of the argument in Pauline [and other] epistles is the most important step in the exegetical process.  One of the weaknesses in many commentaries today is the failure to trace the argument in each paragraph, and the failure to explain how each paragraph relates to preceding and following paragraphs.  Instead, the commentaries focus on individual words and verses.

Example 1:

	Arching:
	Passage: 1 Tim. 6:1-2

	
	Idea
	Action
	1All who are under the yoke as slaves are to regard their own masters as worthy of all honor

	
	
	Purpose
	Series
	
so that the name of God will not be spoken against.

	
	
	
	Series
	
[and so that] our doctrine [will not be spoken against]

	
	Explanation
	-
	Main
	2[that is], Those who have believers as their masters must not be disrespectful to them

	
	
	
	Ground
	
because they are brethren,

	
	
	+
	Main
	but [instead] must serve them all the more,

	
	
	
	Ground
	
because those who partake of the benefit are believers and beloved.


Example 2:

	Arching:
	Passage: Romans 4:1-8

	Question
	1What then shall we say that Abraham, our forefather according to the flesh, has found?

	Answer
	Idea
	+
	If
	2For if Abraham was justified by works,

	
	
	
	Then
	[then] he has something to boast about,

	
	
	-
	Main
	but [he has no reason for boasting] before God.

	
	
	
	Ground
	Action
	
3For what does the Scripture say? “ABRAHAM BELIEVED GOD,

	
	
	
	
	Result
	

AND [as a consequence] IT WAS CREDITED TO HIM AS RIGHTEOUSNESS.”

	
	Explanation
	+
	
4Now [let me explain further:] to the one who works, his wage is not credited as a favor, but as what is due.

	
	
	-
	
5But to the one who does not work, but believes in Him who justifies the ungodly, his faith is credited as righteousness,

	Comparison
	Idea
	

6just as David also speaks of the blessing on the man to whom God credits righteousness apart from works:

	
	Explanation
	Series
	

7 [He says:] “BLESSED ARE THOSE WHOSE LAWLESS DEEDS HAVE BEEN FORGIVEN,

	
	
	Series
	

AND WHOSE SINS HAVE BEEN COVERED.

	
	
	Series
	

8 [and] “BLESSED IS THE MAN WHOSE SIN THE LORD WILL NOT TAKE INTO ACCOUNT.”


Example 3:

	Arching:
	Passage: Titus 2:1-10

	Idea
	1But as for you, speak the things which are fitting for sound doctrine.

	Explanation
	Series
	Action
	Series
	[that is,] 2Older men are to be temperate, dignified, sensible, sound in faith, in love, in perseverance.

	
	
	
	Series
	Idea
	[and in the same way,]3Older women likewise are to be reverent in their behavior, 

	
	
	
	
	Explanation
	Action
	[that is, they are] not malicious gossips nor enslaved to much wine, teaching what is good,

	
	
	
	
	
	Purpose
	
4so that they may encourage the young women to love their husbands, to love their children, 5to be sensible, pure, workers at home, kind, being subject to their own husbands,

	
	
	Purpose
	

so that the word of God will not be dishonored.

	
	Series
	Action
	Action
	6Likewise urge the young men to be sensible;

	
	
	
	Manner
	Idea
	7in all things show yourself to be an example of good deeds, 

	
	
	
	
	Explanation
	[that is, in your teaching do so] with purity in doctrine, dignified, 8sound in speech which is beyond reproach,

	
	
	Purpose
	Main
	
so that the opponent will be put to shame, 

	
	
	
	Ground
	

[because] they have nothing bad to say about us.

	
	Series
	Action
	9Urge bondslaves to be subject to their own masters in everything, to be well-pleasing, not argumentative, 10not pilfering, but showing all good faith

	
	
	Purpose
	
so that they will adorn the doctrine of God our Savior in every respect.
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� The Bible Knowledge Commentary – Galatians introduction


� John Piper quote in God’s Passion for His Glory p xvi:  “I have in my library a photocopy of The End for Which God Created the World from an old edition that I bought during seminary days.  It is now triple-marked in different colors, with worshipful slashes, checks and asterisks scattered throughout.  I owe the purchase of this copy, and my introduction to the theology of Jonathan Edwards, to Daniel Fuller, who led me into the truth, not through the door of the eighteenth century, but through the first-century door of Romans and Galatians and The Sermon on the Mount, and tied it all together in the final class called The Unity of the Bible  The severe discipline of exegesis, proposition by proposition, sentence-diagram by sentence-diagram, and arc by arc, opened a window on a world of glory that has never been shut.”  Also a good reference to Arcing: Interpreting the Pauline Epistles by Thomas R. Schreiner 


� Dr. Joel R. Beeke, Introduction to Puritan Walter Marshall's book, The Gospel Mystery of Sanctification, 


p. viii., Reformation Heritage Books, 1999


� Already in the introduction, Paul is making a defense of his credibility in proclaiming the gospel message that is at stake in this church.


� Martin Luther’s commentary on Galatians, p.5-6: “these 2 words, grace and peace, comprehend in them whatsoever belongeth to Christianity.  Grace releaseth sin, and peace maketh the conscience quiet.  The 2 fiends that torment us are sin and conscience.  But Christ hath vanquished these two monsters, and trodden them underfoot; both in this world and that which is to come…Only Christians have this kind of doctrine, and are exercised and armed with hit, to get victory against sin, despair, and everlasting death.  It is a kind of doctrine, neither proceeding from free-will nor invented by the reason or wisdom of man, but given from above.  Moreover, these two words grace and peace do contain in them the whole sum of Christianity.  Grace containeth the remission of sins; peace a quiet and joyful conscience.  


� Key question:  “WHY did God create the world? / WHY did he create people?”  Most answers are man-centered saying it was because He was lonely or primarily because He loved US.  Scripture tells us that He did this not out of filling some need but in proclaiming His glory.  The heavens declare the glory of God; the skies proclaim the work of His hands.  Ps. 19:1; God is in the business of redeeming sinners to for one purpose – the reflection of His glory:  Rom 8:29For those whom He foreknew, He also predestined to become conformed to the image of His Son…


� Radical denial of pluralism (i.e. many ways to God) and makes the statement that “doctrinal maturity is NOT a luxury in a church”


� Gospel of Christ – what is at stake in this “other Gospel”? 1. glory of Christ – does He get sole glory if He owes man salvation for part of it being his work?  2. salvation of sinners – 5:2-4 Christ is of NO value to you if you dilute salvation by grace alone through faith alone – sanctification follows this same pattern (3:1-5)


� When in v8-9 Paul says that those who preach a variation of this gospel are accursed, he knows this is not the way to win friends/influence people” so he goes into Whom he IS trying to please.


Main Sources: John Piper Galatians sermons located at www.DesiringGod.org; Martin Luther’s commentary on Galatians; The Bible Knowledge Commentary; Tom Schreiner the Law and its Fulfillment; 


� Why bring up his killing Christians v13, 23? Show the authentic and dramatic change that the true gospel produces – it is not moralism – it is miraculous!


� Contrast 3 years with 15 days - Paul spent years on his own and received the gospel directly from Christ and only 15 days with the Apostles later.


� Meaning: if he was a second-hander, following Peter around, the churches that Peter had been to would recognize Paul right away for having been there too.  This underscores the argument that Paul is not a second-hander, learning his gospel (incorrectly) from the Apostles.


� Acts 15 – Jerusalem council event recorded in Acts as well.


� If on this trip Paul found out that the Apostles were teaching circumcision for salvation like the Judaisers were, then Paul feared that his last 14 years of preaching (running) to the Gentiles would be undermined by this heresy given the credence that the apostles’ authority would have given to that erroneous message. 


� As a rite of the church it ceased when the New Testament times began (Gal. 6:15; Col. 3:11). Some Jewish Christians sought to impose it, however, on the Gentile converts; but this the apostles resolutely resisted (Acts 15:1; Gal. 6:12). Our Lord was circumcised, for it “became him to fulfill all righteousness,” as of the seed of Abraham, according to the flesh; and Paul “took and circumcised” Timothy (Acts 16:3), to avoid giving offence to the Jews (because he had a Jewish mother and Greek father). It would render Timothy’s labors more acceptable to the Jews. But Paul would by no means consent to the demand that Titus should be circumcised (Gal. 2:3-5). The great point for which he contended was the free admission of uncircumcised Gentiles into the church. He contended successfully in behalf of Titus, even in Jerusalem. – Easton’s Bible Dictionary on Titus/Circumcision, my comments in italics – therefore, Paul refused to have Titus circumcised because the Judaisers were trying to make God “owe” them for this work / God as their debtor 


� The fact that these men were Apostles saying that they needed to add nothing to Paul’s  Gospel which is true did not make the Paul’s Gospel true; God is the author of all truth.  All that man does is confirm the truth not create the truth.  Paul’s gospel was complete, and the Apostles agreed with it.  There was NOT a rift between Paul and Apostles that the Judaisers were arguing (mostly from turning the events in the next section into a lie, namely Paul confronting Peter demonstrated a rift and Paul being a rogue. 


� In contrast to 2:9b where the Apostles confirm there is no rift between them and Paul (in fact they endorse his ministry) – POSITIVE set of clauses 2:6-10, Paul did say that Peter drifted from this true gospel because of fear of losing his reputation – ALTERNATIVE or NEGATIVE set of clauses 2:11-14


� The verb tenses (imperf.) indicate a gradual withdrawal, perhaps from one joint meal a day, and then two; or it may be that he began a meal with Gentiles but finished it with only Jewish Christians. By such actions Peter in effect was teaching that there were two bodies of Christ, Jewish and Gentile. And that was heresy. (Bible Knowledge Commentary)


� The Lesson Book of Israel - a witness to the nations of the glory and mercy of God:  “In what sense was Israel a lesson book only until Christ?”…Israel’s dietary laws had helped make her the lesson book for the nations by separating her from other people so that she would be conspicuous.  But now that this book was available to aid those preaching Christ to all nations, He [Christ, Mark 7:19] abolished the law’s dietary rules, which otherwise would have made it unnecessarily difficult for other peoples to accept the gospel (p357)  …[In the last chapter] we considered how Israel has been and is a “lesson book for the nations” because of the punishments God has been meting out for its refusal to comply with the law as a law of faith (p 361) …As has been indicated, one purpose of the ceremonial law was to enable Israel to fulfill its crucial role in world history.  God kept the nation separate during two millennia from Abraham to Christ so that when it came time for the gospel to go out to the nations, they could see Israel clearly and learn from the terrible punishments that befell it not to scorn God’s mercy in unbelief and proud self-reliance (p632).   The Unity of the Bible, Daniel Fuller 


� Limited meaning, “sinners” with quotes - Paul and Peter grew up kosher Jews with a certain diet as opposed to the Gentiles at Antioch who ate whatever; “sinners” in this meaning is not observing ceremonial law on what to eat.  People from James may call you, Peter, a sinner for eating with the Gentiles who do not abide by the ceremonial law.


� “works of the law” = legalism / legalistic misuse of the good law of God (our definition: obedience by self-effort to have God owe us heaven / His favor


� Because it is not a sin to be a “sinner” in this sense – not obeying the ceremonial laws of OT regarding food in NT era


� What did Paul destroy: law as a way of justification, but this was not as Moses preached it; Rebuild = ”RR tracks as a ladder”


� Ironically, the more we climb the ladder (legalistic misuse of the Law) to get closer to God, we die and never reach Him.


� Crucified = 1. Indictment on my wicked condition, 2. my proud self dies that loves to climb ladders and exalts its self reliance


� The new “I”: in my union with Christ, the new “I” lives in desperation to Christ and is not self-reliant – Matt 5:3 blessed are the poor in sprit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. Matt 18:3 only childlike faith / desperation of Christ as only hope go to heaven


� Answer 1: this contradicts Christ’s work on the cross v1 where I look to my own resources to add to a salvation of grace alone through faith alone.


� Answer 2: this contradicts the Holy Spirit’s work in our lives. A. saved means having the Holy Spirit Rom 8:5; B. what evidences are there of the HS in me? V5 work miracles Matt 14:2, 4:6 assurance of being sons, 5:22 changed life of love; C. How did I receive the Spirit? Hearing with faith


� The implied answers are obvious.  In Gal 5:5 Paul specifically answers all these questions he raises here: 5For we through the Spirit, by faith, are waiting for the hope of righteousness.


� Paul interchanges terms between 2:20-21 and this section: “Christ in me” is synonymous with 3:4’s “spirit with in.”


� Works of the Law = Legalism – since there is not a Greek word for legalism


� Flesh = love of self-rule and autonomy, self-determination – Rom 8:7 those in the flesh cannot submit to God


� Hearing the Word is the means God uses to bring faith.  James 1: In the exercise of His will He brought us forth by the word of truth.  Rom 10:17 So faith comes from hearing, and hearing by the word of Christ.  Paul is saying something like, “Remember, Galatians, how it happened when I was with you and was telling you the words of truth and the Spirit opened your ears and brought you faith?  That is the same way you live now.  The same way that you are sanctified, not by works of legalism.


� Matt. 10:10-13 – we only have eyes to see and ears to hear with faith when they are FIRST opened up by God.  Unless he opens them, we can’t hear the Spirit and experience true “hearing with faith.”


� Abraham is an example that shows what living by hearing with faith is like; “hearing with faith” is an explanation of what union with Christ looks like in 2:20-21 – the terms that section uses is “Christ lives in me / live by faith in Son of God” 


� If and only if one lives by hearing with faith 3:5 (sanctified the same way as justified) can he be the son of Abraham


� Rom 9:6-7 explains the category of thinking that there are blood-line descendants of Abraham that are not descendants because not of the same faith – “For they are not all Israel who are descended from Israel;” God has never broken a promise even though it may look like it because Paul is lamenting v2 that not all of his fellow countrymen / Israelites are saved.  The promises of God have always been faithful and only to the elect.


� Gen 12:1-3, multitude of nations 17:4-5 equates to sonship of Gal 3


� Answer: Legalistic misuse of the Mosaic Law.  In Paul’s writings, there are 2 ways he uses the word “Law.” V12 shows the negative use: Law=legalistic misuse of the Mosaic Law (“the ladder”).  The positive use of “Law” (“the railroad tracks” of the obedience of faith) is Rom 3:31, 7:12, 9; 32, Heb 4:2, and Gal 2:18.  If you take the traditional approach that Paul has only one use of the word “Law” and is contrasting the Mosaic Law and Faith, then Paul contradicts himself in these other passages.  


� What is the curse?  The flesh only has 2 responses to the Law of God:  “Ladder” - If you meet the good and perfect Law of God in your flesh without Christ, in pride you will use it as a ladder to demonstrate your moral fitness and demand that God owe you salvation, thus, ironically incurring His wrath (curse) not heaven.  “Slide” - Or you will take the good and perfect Law and ignore it, indulging the desires of your flesh, and slide right to hell on the wide road.  Either way, the way thereof is death and hell.


� One reason WHY those in Abraham’s faith-line are blessed (v9) is because the opposite of faith, namely legalistic misuse of the Mosaic Law – legalism, brings a curse.  There are only 2 camps:  Blessings in Abraham’s faith-line and a curse for all else.


� John Piper’s translation / paraphrase of the first section: verse (10) "All who cease to live wholly by faith and apply themselves to keeping the law in their own strength in order to earn God's fullest favor are under the curse of the law. For in Deuteronomy 27:26 it says people are cursed who try to keep the law but neglect those parts which teach the evils of self-reliance and legalism. (They don't do all the things written in the law; they neglect the weightier matters like faith—as Jesus said.) (11) It is patently clear that justification can never be achieved by legalism ("law" in the distorted sense), for Habakkuk 2:4 makes clear that faith, which is the opposite of the pride of legalism, is what makes a person righteous before God. (12) But legalism (not Mosaic law) is not rooted in faith; on the contrary, it has roots in the Judaizer's slogan from Leviticus 18:5, 'He who does them shall live by them,' by which they mean (contrary to God's intention): 'If you expect to gain life, you must add the effort of your own flesh to the faith with which you began.'  DesiringGod.org, Galatians 3:10-14 sermon


� Paul uses this OT quote to make his point that it is not those who CANNOT keep the Law that are cursed but those who DO keep the Law.  That is why he confronted Peter FOR keeping successfully (at times) the dietary laws.  


� The Judaisers misquoted this text from Leviticus and used it wrongly as their slogan to defend their “ladder” approach to using the Law for making God owe them salvation.


� Judaisers’ argument:  Abraham’s covenant with God was incomplete.  That is why God had to add the Law 430 years after the covenant with Abraham which stated that we now have to work for God.  This added a condition to salvation, namely climbing the ladder to heaven, to a covenant with Abraham that did not have any conditions.  The Law was added to give a new basis for the promise made to Abraham.


� The promise was made to Abraham and his ultimate seed / heir CHRIST because 1. Christ was a Jew, 2. He lived by faith, 3. His death and resurrection bought forgiveness for the promise, and 4. in Gal 3:29 we are heirs IF we are Christ’s.


� Source of Notes 1-3: John Piper Galatians sermons on www.desiringGod.org “The Law Does Not Annul the Promise”, Galatians 3:15-18, April 17, 1983; The Unity of the Bible, Daniel Fuller


� This is another place where Paul argues that the Mosaic Covenant does not replace but simply restates the conditional Abrahamic Covenant.


� The lesson-book of Israel to the nations is that the Law WITHOUT a new heart from God to obey it (Duet 29:4 and Ez. 36) only produces disobedience and death in Hell.  It provided a kind of a restraint without the inheritance.


� Tutor – the picture of a person taking a young child to school each day until they are mature enough in heart to go themselves


� Faith came – Christ’s coming ushered in the New Covenant which was a new movement of a wider outpouring of the Holy Spirit.  This is the fulfillment of the promises in Ezekiel 36 and elsewhere prophesying the new covenant and outpouring of the Spirit in a more broad way than the smaller number of saints in the OT, including those mentioned in Hebrews 11.


� There is no ranking or caste system among the heirs of this Promise Abraham by faith in Christ – we are all equal.


� John Calvin’s commentary states chapter 4 is a bad place to put a chapter break; Schreiner concurs and links to 3:23-25 p128


� This is the image of a slave earning wages from God by using the Law as a job description to make God owe them salvation.  Using the good Law as a ladder to demonstrate your moral fitness to God making Him your debtor by now being sanctified by the works of the Law means you forfeit all the blessings of being a son; Law did not supply the power to obey.  Schreiner p128-9


� “while children” corresponds to “before faith came” in 3:23, before the wide outpouring of the Holy Spirit promised in Ezekiel 36 and fulfilled at Pentecost in Acts 2; “The New Covenant added only regeneration of the heart” Fuller p.349


� The lesson book closed. “Israel’s failure to comply with the law as a law of faith should serve as a warning to all nations not to make the same mistake.” Fuller p356;  Also “This ‘time’ was when the Roman civilization had brought peace and a road system which facilitated travel; when the Grecian civilization provided a language which was adopted as the lingua franca of the empire; when the Jews had proclaimed monotheism and the messianic hope in the synagogues of the Mediterranean world.” TBKC


� Rom 8:13 – “Daddy”; Mark 14:36 Christ prays, “Daddy, please take this cup from me – but not my will, your will.”


� Paul can’t even bring himself to call other things “gods” (small G) – other “gods” are not even to be considered “gods”-1 Cor 8:5 he uses “so-called gods” again.


� Paul is quick to clarify that if anyone thinks that coming to “know God” is an act that we initiate is wrong.  He adds to make it evidently plain that coming to God means God making the first effort to “know” us – He seeks out man and draws them, not the other way around.  Jesus says in John 6:44 “No one can come to Me unless the Father who sent Me draws him.”


� What are these things? RSV is probably best to say “spirits” v3&9; Demons disguised in a message of light – 2 Cor 11: 14 No wonder, for even Satan disguises himself as an angel of light. 1 Cor 10:20 (Piper Sermon on this passage)


� This is like in 2:12 when Peter withdraws from eating with the Gentiles because of certain food in the ceremonial law that was not “clean.”  He went back under the Law as a way to gain sanctification / please God by his own self-effort / determination.


� In contrast to Paul wanting CHRIST formed in them, the Judaisers want their egos stroked and not to make much of Christ.


� V12 humbly saying follow my example; v13-15 personal plea to remember their past intimacy; v16-20 directly address the issue and not make them guess (address conflict “head-on”); v19-20 shows a heart of love of a mother going through the birth pangs process to give life (v19 “labor), namely, seeing Christ FORMED in them – God’s work using the gospel through Paul as the means.


� Irony: Paul, the supreme Jew has become like a Gentile living and showing Christ formed in him by sovereign grace alone – truly saved; the Gentiles, however, are being tempted to become like Paul was, a Jew under the Law without faith – not saved!


� “Freedom = what you have when you lack no 1. opportunity, 2. ability, 3. or desire to do whatever makes you happiest in 4. 1000 years” [Piper-Gal 4:21-31]


� He lacks the desire to rest in God’s grace but desires to show his own resourcefulness and produce wages through self-determination.  This is like the Judaisers who are exhorting the people to ladder climbing which is slavery.


� Vs 22-23 are not an allegory but historical fact from which the allegory of vs24-31 follows; allegory implies that Paul uses the historical story of Ishmael and Isaac to represent additional meaning, more than the original meaning


� Isaac = type or pattern of all who come to believe after him, namely, the miracle of new birth by hearing through faith 3:5; Rom 9:6-9 makes the point further that not only is salvation miraculous and not of the flesh, it is of God’s choosing because His name is “I will have mercy on whom I will have mercy” v15 and is done before we had the opportunity to DO good or bad v11.


� In the same way that Hagar and Ishmael persecuted by mocking Sarah and Isaac at his weaning banquet (Gen. 21:8-9), so the Judaisers (born according to the flesh) are persecuting the Galatians (those born according to the promise by faith).


� Debtor’s ethic = sin because 1. Christ’s work is a joyful, free gift not a business transaction, 2. it diminishes the fact that the cross TOTALLY paid my debt (any “deposit” on our part is an affront to Christ’s ultimate deposit), 3. it focuses only on Christ’s past work in my salvation and not on the fact that God is actively working in me TODAY for holiness (Piper).


� Literally – obligation = debtor:  Working for God as a loan that I am repaying or repaying an advance for my wages is slavery.  There is no freedom apart from G.R.A.C.E. (God’s riches at Christ’s expense AND God’s rescuing and caring exertion) (Piper).


� There are four negative statements of slaver / going to the Law followed by one contrasting statement of a description of how a free person lives (Piper).


� Future grace: “Righteousness is a hope and not a full present reality. Very probably the legalists in Galatia were teaching a kind of perfectionism. They were saying that by strict adherence to the Mosaic ceremonial law you can go beyond the beginnings of faith and be perfected in righteousness… The exhortation is this: we must not be indifferent to righteousness in this life; we must wait eagerly for it. The word implies eager expectation and longing. (See Hebrews 9:28.) "Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they shall be satisfied." We hunger for it as we wait. Therefore, we are not content with sin. There is battle and struggle and failure and confession and forgiveness and relief and joy and power and then failure again and confession and forgiveness and deeper love to Christ. And so it goes till the great day when the work which he began in us he himself, by his grace, will complete…The fourth thing to see in verse 5 is that the human counterpart to the divine work of the Spirit is faith.” (Piper)


� The false apostles were jolly fellows, and in outward appearance far passing Paul, both in learning and godliness (Luther 316).


� The Judaisers’ implied objection is that Paul is dividing this church over such a trivial matter as the role of circumcision.  Paul concurs that it is a small matter, but that the implications and results are astounding.  He likens it to how a little leaven in comparison to the large size of the lump of dough makes the whole lump rise. “In philosophy, a small fault in the beginning is a great and foul fault in the end” (Luther 318). This is the watershed principle discussed previously by Francis Schaefer. 


� Perhaps the Judaisers said that even Paul himself teaches circumcision sometimes, as when he had Timothy circumcised (Acts 16:1–3) (Piper).


� What is the stumbling block?  1 Cor 1:23 – righteousness through Christ alone is foolishness to the trying / ladder climbing Jews and the “wise” gentiles.  Also Phil 3:5-7 contrasts Paul’s credentials which he could boast in to v8-11 only having Christ.


� Probable allusion to the Judaisers’ call to circumcision.  Paul would rather the Judaisers be circumcised or cut-off from God (Luther 323)


� Paul quotes Leviticus 19:18 which is also quoted by Christ in Matt. 22:39 and Luke 10:25-28 and Paul in Romans 13:8-10; it reads, “18‘You shall not take vengeance, nor bear any grudge against the sons of your people, but you shall love your neighbor as yourself; I am the LORD.”


� “The new covenant prophesied by Jeremiah and Ezekiel is fulfilled when the Spirit comes and the law is written on the heart.  The moral norms of the law can now be kept because of the internal working of the Spirit of God.  The law is no longer just an external standard; it is also an inward delight.  To put it another way, love comprises the heart and soul of Paul’s ethic.  Those who have the Spirit of God are filled with love, which is the fulfillment of the law” (Schreiner p245).


� Source of material for Key Questions and main footnotes – Piper, The War Within: Flesh Vs. Spirit, www.desiringgod.org.


� Context / tie to last section: That I should get up in the morning and feel as much concern for your needs as for my own seems utterly beyond my power. If this is the Christian life—caring for others as I care for myself—then it is hard, indeed, and I feel hopeless to ever live it out. Paul's answer to this discouragement is found in Galatians 5:16–18. The secret is in learning to "walk by the Spirit" (v. 16).


� Flesh = The flesh is the ego which feels an emptiness and uses the resources in its own power to try to fill it. Flesh is the "I" who tries to satisfy me with anything but God's mercy.


� Indwelling sin for the believer is defined here.  This is akin to Romans 6 and 7, in that we are dead to sin but still do the very thing we hate.  “The Spirit has captured the capital and broken the back of the resistance movement [for the believer]. The flesh is as good as dead. Its doom is sure. But there are outlying pockets of resistance. The guerrillas of the flesh will not lay down their arms, and must be fought back daily. The only way to do it is by the Spirit, and that's what it means to walk by the Spirit—so live that he gives victory over the dwindling resistance movement of the flesh. So the first reason why we must walk by the Spirit is that when we do the flesh is conquered”.


� 1. v19-23 vices are “works” of the flesh and Law/virtues are “fruit”; 2. v24 the root of vice is gone / crucified; 3. v25-26 we are commanded to not have vain glory because the HS is doing the work and getting the credit; 4. v26 the command is NOT mostly outward but an inward attitude of the heart (Piper).


� Are outbursts of anger or jealousy, for example, something we have to work at or are they easy like fruits?  What is the tie to “works” (ESV) or deeds of the flesh and why not call both the works of the HS and the flesh “fruit”?  Works include wages, “settling the score” when what the world “owes” you does not come true so you are jealous and angry until you get it (Piper).


� No section / paragraph break from last week.  The “now” fits right in with the last section.


� In other words, how can you be under the oppression or punishment of the law when the very things the law requires are popping out like fruit on the branches of your life? (Piper, The War Within: Flesh Vs. Spirit).


� We are not to put to death this list of “works of the flesh” which our flesh / indwelling sin wants to do by the flesh but by the Spirit.  Rom 8:13 13for if you are living according to the flesh, you must die; but if by the Spirit you are putting to death the deeds of the body, you will live.


� The Christian Ethic is wonderfully odd: it is a call to be (in practice / lifestyle) what you are (in reality, namely, the child of the Holy God, united with Christ); Romans 6:12 & 14/18 is another great example of this: we have the command in 12 – do not let sin reign in your mortal body; vs 14 shows the ground and promise of that command – because sin is not your master.  “Don’t let sin master you because sin will not master you.”  Because sin HAS been dealt the mortal blow, I CAN, by the Spirit, see victory over sin in my life.  


� One way we CAN bear one another’s burdens (v2) is specifically by helping those caught in sin (v1).


� This does not mean the pastor solely – it is normal believers who fit this category as “spiritual” – Gal 3:2, 3:14, 5:5, 5:16, etc..


� Greek word for restore is used in Mark 1:19 referring to the disciples “mending” their nets; also used in Luke 6:40 40“A pupil is not above his teacher; but everyone, after he has been “fully trained”, will be like his teacher.”  We lovingly and patiently train through the Word of God a brother who is caught in sin, leading Him to Christ, the ultimate and only healer.


� We can no longer say that “my brother’s problem is not my problem.”  The Law of Christ (v2) makes it our problem. - JP


� i.e. It is boasting to give yourself “points” for not falling in that same sin you are confronting in your brother - JP


� Rather, Paul boasts in the cross of Christ alone (6:14); here Paul means that we should not take pride in how much better we are than others, for God alone is our Judge (Reformation Study Bible).


� How do we walk by the Spirit? We walk by allowing the Spirit to control us by keeping our hearts happy in God. Or to put it another way, you walk by the Spirit when your heart is resting in the promises of God. - JP


� Historical background: this congregation was not paying their preaching elders as they ought to have been.  This passage possibly comes as a warning to those who now follow Paul’s argument that they are no loner under the Law which HAD REQUIRED money to be given to the tabernacle, Jewish civil society, etc. and now they were tempted to use their freedom for selfness.


� In other words, “I won’t be spoken to that way where you value the word taught but refuse to provide for the preacher.”


� This principle is the same argument from Romans 2:6 God, who WILL RENDER TO EACH PERSON ACCORDING TO HIS DEEDS;  Revelation 20:11-15 also shows that everyone will be judged.  Those saved will be written in BOTH the Lamb’s book of life (from before the foundation of the world) and from The Books (deeds that accord with your election).  True faith is alive, not just mental assent to truths about God, and it produces works that correspond to our election.  Though we are not saved by these works, they are a necessary fruit that saving faith can’t help but produce by grace.  Verse 8: the Judaisers’ work is without faith in Christ but to and from their flesh and thus leads to hell (Matt 7:21-23 – Depart from me even those who preached in My Name…).


� How do we so sow to the Spirit?  “Recognize where the spirit intends to poor forth luscious fruit and pouring all your resources to that, through the teaching and power of the Word.” – JP;  In contrast to the Judaisers who make God their debtor by their morality, this is devoid of all our self-determination but by faith.


� Another headline sentence: We boast in Christ alone (not our works of law) resulting in peace and humility.


� Walk by the rule of 1.Dieing to self, world, praise of men v14/12, 2. Live like who you are, namely a new creature v15, 3. boast only in the cross of Christ v14, 4.expect persecution v14


� Paul was probably dictating this letter.  At this point in the letter he wants the people to listen up very closely to how he concludes / summarizes the main point so he uses his own handwriting to add emphasis.


� Why doesn’t Paul say “except for the resurrection?”  Why the cross?  Calvin argues in his commentary that he makes the point that the cross in particular is a stumbling block.  This is the place where Christ was ridiculed one week after the Jews lauded him as the triumphant king on the donkey.  Salvation by believing in Christ and not by working for him is a stumbling block to our pride (1 Cor 1:18-31).


� The command “walk” is ongoing and not a one-time event.


� Those in the faith-line of Abraham for the promise - 3:7


� The Law, the Gospel, and the Modern Christian: 5 Views, by Willem A. Vangemeren, Greg L. Bahnsen, and Walter C.,Jr. Kaiser, page 83-90 and p. 309 to 315


� Interpreting the Pauline Epistles by Dr. Thomas R. Schreiner, Baker Publishing, p. 97-98, 115-124





